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The DEVIL upon TWO STICks diſcovers to 

Dor CLEoFAs ſome of thoſe intergſting es... 

currences of 8 Life which Dre every 
Da. 


ON CLEOFAS had juſt riſen from 
his pillow to inform himſelf of the 
hour of the morning, when the Devil upon 
Two Sticks entered his chamber to ſave 
him that trouble. Your Lordſhip,” ſaid 
the Demon; had occaſion for more than 
common reſt, to recruit * after the 


Vor. V. EP i fatigue 
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fatigue of the preceding day - did not, 

therefore, propoſe to intrude upon you, 

till your ſpirits were ſufficiently renovated 

to bear the buſineſs of that which 1s before 

us. . It is now almoſt noon, and having 

| diſpatched ſome very important commiſ- 

1 ſions fince we parted, I have it in my 
Power to dedicate the remainder of the 

day to your ſervice.” And would. it be 

| aſking too great a favour of your worſhip,” 

ſaid Don Cleofas, to enliven the quarter 

of an hour that will be employed in pre- 

paring me to attend you, with the hiſtory 

of thoſe commiſſions which have employed 

* your diabolic talents ſince our laſt ſepara- 
tion.“ *© Though they are all of conſidera- 
ble importance to the views of our confra- 

|  ternity,” replied the Demon, * there is 
but one of them that is calculated to ſatisfy 
your particular curioſity ; and while you 

take your e 1 will tell my — 


I need not anda i upon an en“ 


continued Almodeus, « * which T have al- 
ready 
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ready fo often repeated, - that women are 
the moſt powerful engines which a good 
or an evil ſpirit can employ to attain their 
ſeveral objects; and that by the ſcale of 


female character in any country, its gene- 


ral morals may, at once, be meaſured and 
determined. The women of this iſland 
have hitherto borne away the palm of vir- 


tue, as well as beauty, from the nations of 


Europe: Nay, though female excellence 
has, by the ſucceſsful endeavours of your 
humble ſervant and his aſſociates, been ra- 
ther declining from its former pre- emi- 
nence, ſtill, for I will confeſs the truth to 
you cannot but acknowledge that the 


moſt faithful wives, the moſt tender mo- 
thers, the moſt amiable companions, bn - 


the moſt accompliſhed women of 

quarter of the globe, or indeed of the lobe 
itſelf, are to be found in the country of 
which you are a temporary inhabitant.— 
Againſt a fabric of ferfale virtue, in which 
all theſe characters are united, ſupported 
| by a | dignified conſciouſneſs of high rank 
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-and ancient name, have all the. Various. 


powers which I poſſeſs, been for ſome time 
employed . Indeed I began to think the fort 


| impregnable ; but a mine is at length form- 


ed, which I preſume nothing human can 


oy withſtand :—and, when the little hiſtory is 


finiſhed which I am about to have the ho-. 
nour of relating to you, my noble friend, 
I believe, | will be of the ſame e 


The charming Honoria, at the very 
dangerous age of ſixteen, became enamour- 
ed of a young man, the ſon. of a clergy- 


man, who was the favourite and conſtant 
companion of her only brother. They had 


been educated at the ſame ſchool „were 
now at the ſame college, — and, during the 


7 academic vacations, this honoured, but u un- bk 


conſcious object of Honoria's infant paſ- 
fion, was the welcome inhabitant of ber | 
father's houſe. 3 


As a perſon FF jo uncommon underſtand- 7 
ing and accompliſhments, Mr. B——— 
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was by no means unworthy of the moſt 
fond attachment of the female heart; but 
Honoria well knew, that to keep him within 
her ſight, and to enjoy the pleaſure of his 
ſociety, her paſſion muſt be hidden in the 
moſt ſecret receſſes of her boſom. He 
could not but admire and he naturally 
reſpected, the lovely ſiſter of his friend and 
patron, to whom he owed his preſent com- 
forts, and to whoſe protecting and promiſed 
favour he looked for future eſtabliſhment 
and proſ erity ; but i in the vaineſt mo- 
ment of his youth, and in the moſt ambi- 
tious dream of nis fancy, he never glanced | 
at the poſſibility of that preference of which 
he was the object, nor familiarized himſelf 
for an inſtant, with an idea ſo much above 
the moſt ſanguine eee of his 
mind. 7 6 „ 2600 39 
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— | The 8 1 of Each KW 
ever, continued and encreaſed. A young 
woman in love, at her age, and with her 
ſenſibility, muſt be . virtues, 
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the 3 and amiable manners of its ob- | 


je, more than juſtified her affection to 
herſelf; and the inferiority af his ſituation, 
determined it to be pure and diſintereſted ; 


ſo that it not only appeared to her as a 


virtue which might be innocently indulged, 
but as a ſentiment that, in the courſe of 


27 human poſlibilities, might hereafter be re- 
alized i into grafificarienh 


« 8 were the 1 of her innocent 


mind, that was moſt cruelly deceiving it- 


ſelf with pleaſing, but fanciful expecta- 


tions, till ſhe was awakened from them 


by her mother, Who beckoned her one 


fine morning into the garden, to inform 


her, that a young nobleman, of large for- 
tune, had made propoſals to marry her,— 
and that her father, who very much ap- 
proved them, expected that ſhe would, 
without any heſitation, receive Lord S— 
as a lover, who was ſhortly to become 
her huſband. oe 1 


Honoria, 
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Honoria, whoſe tender fancy had been juſt 
amuſing itſelf with the pictured happineſs 
of humble life, and conducting the vine or 
honeyſuckle around the windows of her 
imaginary cattage, where ſhe and love 
might dwell together, was at firſt ſtupified 
by the communication of the unexpected 
tidings; but the moment her reflection 
renewed its operations, the ſunk down 
fenſeleſs on the lawn. -A violent and. 
dangerous illneſs. enſued, which was im- 
puted to every cauſe but the real one; and 
though ſhe wiſhed not to live to be the 
wife of a man whom ſhe did not, and could 
not love, —ſhe was not at all diſpoſed to 
die, and quit a world in which there was 
a being with whom ſhe could be content 
to ſhare the humbleſt allotment of it. 
The latter ſentiment, aided. by her youth, 
the unremitted attentions of her friends, and 
particularly by the conduct of her noble 
lover, — who, not chuſing to wait the un- 
certain return of her health, or attributing 
her illneſs to ſome cauſe that was not al- 
_B4 together 
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together propitious to him, had retreated 

gradually from his claim upon her, and 

was now become the profeſſed admirer of 
another lady: all theſe circumſtances had, 
1 by ſlow degrees, reſtored her ſtrength, and 
cCionfirmed her health. Her brother alſo ſet 
dðlaurt ſhortly after to make a three years tour 
' * . of Europe, and Mr. B. the cauſe of 
= Her ſorrow, and the ſource of her hagpinels, | 
= accompanied him i in his travels. * 


„ x 
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Honoria, however, poſſeſſed too many 
1 charms not to attract a croud'of admirers, 
=! and within leſs than ſix months after her 
a brother 8 departure, ſhe was again the ob- 
| ject of matrimonial ſolicitatior, 1350 a man 
| of high rank, large fortune, and ſuperior 
>. qualifications. On this occaſion her 
parents, apprehenſive of a repetition of 
| their ſtern and ſevere commands, thought 
5 it prudent ro purſue a different, and, as 
it muſt prove to a. perſon of 'Honoria 's_ 
ſenſibility, a more effectual mode of ren- 
deri ng her conformable to their wiſhes.—. 
They 8 ented there fore the propoſ ed 
„ ono 
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union as a matter eſſential to their happi- 
neſs, —as an event dear to their honour, — 

as a bleſſing that would conſole their age. 
Such arguments, continually repeated, and 
enforced with affectionate humility and 
ſupplicating tears, operated moſt. power- 
fully on Honoria's ſenſe of filial duty; 


and though ſhe was not unfaithful to her. 


firſt and only . paſſion, yet as it was no 
longer nouriſhed by the preſence of its ob- 
ject, and as ſhe maintained no immediate 


correſpondence with Mr. B——, it be- 


came daily more and more ſubſervient -1 
the influence of reaſon and of duty. 
little more than a year, therefore, | Ps 
his departure, the became the wife of Lord 
M— 


*＋ 


9 6 


The good ſenſe and ſolid virtue of Lady 
NM ſupported her with honour in a 


ſituation wherein her heart had no con- 
cern. Indeed that heart ſtill retained ſo 
large a portion of her former paſſion, as to 
feel a very ſenſible alarm on the return of 
e ber 


S 
55 
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her brother and his friend to England ;— 
but ſhe was then become the mother of two 
children, and in her parental tenderneſs 
for them, ſhe ſound a powerful protection 
againſt thoſe propenſities of her affections, 
| which were too deeply rooted in her breaſt. 

not to prove, though they were no longer 
dangerous, very troubleſome inmates of it. 
Theſe tender protectors of Lady M——'s 
honour encreaſed ;—ſhe became the mother 
of ſeven children, and was univerſally con- 
ſidered as the brighteſt example of female 
virtue among the higher orders of this 
country. Her ſuperior qualities, of every 
denomination, were known to all the 
world; — her weakneſs, for it ſtill remained, 
was known only to herſelf. 


She was, however, now doomed to ex- 
perience a new and very unexpected ſtroke 
of affliction:— Her lord, after ſeveral years 
of irreproachable conduct, became, as it 
were, in a moment, ſo deeply infatuated 
— one of his ſervant-maids , of the loweſt 

| claſs, 
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claſs, as not only to ſacrifice, without any 
appearance of concern, his public and pri- 
vate honour to her influence, but to treat 
the beſt wife, and the beſt woman in the 
world, with the moſt mortifying, coritempt 
and perſonal cruelty. 


3he natural pride of conſcious virtue dic- 

tated to Lady M the conduct it became 

her to purſue, — and ſhe calmly quitted a 
ſituation in which the found nothing but 
inſult on her dignity as a wife, and on her 
feelings as a woman. A ſeparation accord- 
ingly took place between her and her lord; 
and, while the execration of every virtuous 
mind followed him, the commiſerating 
reſpect of all who had known and heard of 
her and her misfortunes, waited upon Lady 
M In this peculiar and affecting 


ſituation, and confiding in the conſcious 
purity of her heart, ſhe had recourſe to 
Mr. B— — , who was now become a 
dignitary in the church, to conſole and in- 
ſtruct her how to bear the oppreſſive load. 
e Bs: ol 
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of misfortune under which ſhe. Jaboured— 
_ The. paſſion of her earliefl years ſtill poſ- 
ſeſſed a powerful intereſt in her mind ;— 
and ſhe deceived herſelf when ſhe imagined, 
that ſhe made. application to the object of 
it merely as the common friend of all her 
family, and a man of ! knowledge 
and ene 55 
1 $4 was at ahis og: continued Aſ- 
modeus, 5 chat I was appointed to the 
office of continuing the deception, to the 
deciſive moment when ſuch approved virtue 
ſhould fall a victim to it. To effect this | 
important. purpoſe, I inſpired the afflicted 
lady with the unſuſpected reſolution of mak- 
ing her friend her confeſſor; and to relate to 
him, in the moſt unreſerved manner, and 
under the guiſe of aggravating her huſ- 
band's injuſtice, the paſſion of her early 
youth, and the ſacrifice ſhe. had made to 
it :—1 then awakened in his baſe and 
8 ſoul an inſtant deſire of availing 
Himſelf of the unexpeRted e confeſſion „ for 
the 
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the groſſeft Fan of ſenſual ab 
| tion. | 


In this ſtate of advancing iniquity, I 
have. left the artful luſt of the one, with the 
unſuſpicious , confiding paſſion of the other, 
to operate to the utter Hugger of both — 
for you may conceive,” added the Demon, 
with a ſmile of triumph, - « what honour 
would redound to my in fernal miſſion, if 
ſuch a pattern of virtue ſhould be brought, 
by my art, to conſole her ſorrows in the 
arms of a ſanctified eccleſiaſtic , whoſe conſo- | 
latory friendſhip, and pious. counſels, ſhe 
had repreſented, to all her friends, as the 
foundation of thoſe reſolutions which 
al one could ſupport her in her afflictions. 
Dor che demon of ſcandal is now on. the 
watch, and will not delay an inſtant in 
communicating the event to her lord, 
who deſires nothing ſo much as, by any 
means, to procure a divorce, in order 
that he might be enabled to marry the crea- 
ture to whom, by my kind aſſiſtance, his 
infatu- 
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infatuation hourly increa'es.—In ſhort, if 
this fair lady ſhould be brought to foul 
diſgrace, we devils may cry, Io !riumphe ! 
for I will venture to. foretel, without any 
fear of proving a falſe prophet, that her 
downfal would go a great way towards 

baniſhing all confidence in female virtue 
out of this country, where it has been hi- 
therto conſidered as one of its greateſt blef- | 
lings, and moſt diſtinguiſhed honours.” 
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© ow wel vourſedl then, faid the 
Count, ce aſſured of ſucceſs: ! Can 

you, my good Lord,” anſwered Aſmodeus, 

« who know a little of female ſenſibilities, 

reflect a moment on the circumſtances 

. which I have juſt related, and retain a 
doubt of it ?—Nothing but a miracle can 
ſave her. And it would juſtify a mi- 
racle,” replied Don Cleofas, *©* to do it.— 
But I am now. ready to attend you, and 
ſhall take it as a favour if you will let me 
hear or ſee ſomething that may, it poſlible, 
drive this miſerable hiſtory of your's from: 
2 my 
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my reflection.“ And without taking the 
trouble of going further than your window, 
ſaid the Demon, © you will be grati- 
fied with a coup d'oeil, which may probably 

produce the effect you ſo much deſire.” 


«Tt may, indeed,” ſaid Don Cleofas; ; 
e for, 1 believe, the funeral proceſſion 
of ſome prince, ſtateſmen, or hero, is paſ- 
ſing along the ſtreet before us. Death 
| ſeems to hive exhauſted all his pomp and 
magnificence in conducting ſome diſtin- 
guiſhed victim to the tomb, — and to be 
proud of his conqueſt —Such i is the cloſing 

ſcene of human glory * i 


ce They a are not, however,” replied the 
Devil, © the remains of a prince, an hero, 


or a ſtateſman, which are borne along pre of 
7 


with ſuch mournful ſplendour before you : 
but of a man who was, at times, every one 
of thoſe characters, as well as many others 

of an inferior nature.—He. poſſeſſed the 
mimic ſovereignty of the ſtage ; and was, 


perhaps, 
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perhaps, the moſt perfect actor in all the 
various branches of theatrical exhibition 
that the world ever beheld: He may be 
ſaid to have been the proxy of nature in 
all her caſts and characters. The mo- 
narch and the clown. — the old man and 
the boy, — the philoſopher and the liber- 
tine, - the ſage and the inſane, — the ty- 
rant and the lover, the miſer and the 
ſpendthrift. the fop and the footman,— 

the drunkard and the fool, were illuſtrated 


with equal force and truth, by his aſto- 
niſhing powers, Every paſſion and every 


foible,—every virtue and every vice of 


human nature, were repreſented by him 


as in a glaſs which reflected their real ima- 
ges. To-day he would alarm an audience 


with terror, or diſſolve them with pity; 


on the morrow he would enliven their rea- 
ſon, and keep the theatre in a roar. But 
he is now come to the cloſing ſcene of his 
drama, in which, perhaps, it may be 
chought by ſome, that the jeu de theatre 
is . and the JSperrd, cle continued, 

when 


*s 
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os be curtain ſhould have been dropped 


for C VCI. a . 


7115 But i is it poſſible,” exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, ** 5s that all this parade can be em- 
ployed to honour the remains of a player! os 
© A truce, my dear Lord, to your preju- 
dices,” interrupted the Demon ; * and do 
be ſo obliging as to recollect, that you are 
in a country where ſuperior merit, in every 
claſs and character, is conſidered with diſ- 
tinction ; and where pre- eminent intellectual 
excellenc can never fail, under the gui- 
ding ſpirit of common prudence, to attain 
an elevated point of public conſideration. 
It may, perhaps, add a little to. your aſto- 
niſhment „hen you are informed that, 
among the numerous train of , thoſe who 
attend to ſhew their reſpectful attentions, 
on this folemn occaſion, there are many of 
the firſt characters in rank, fortune and 
literature, of this country.— Nor is this 
all; — the mimic king will be interred 


beneath 
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beneath the ſame roof with the monarchs. 
and princes of the Britiſh empire.” 


All this,” interrupted the Count, 
may be very right; but let your com- 
municating ſpirit be ſo kind as to inform 
me, what ſuperior marks of funeral honour 
can be ſhewn, by this enlightened people, 
to their orators, their poets, their hiſtort- 
ans, and their philoſophers ? 2»? «„ To tell 
you the truth,” replied the Demon, many 
of them are carried very quietly to their 


_ graves ; and the only account I can give 
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you for the diſtinction, proceeds, perhaps, 
from ſomewhat of a prevailing impulſe in 
mankind, to be more attached to thoſe 
who can afford pleaſure, than to ſuch as 
give inſtrudtion, and to lament them ac- 
cordingly. You may ſhake your head, my 
good friend, if you pleaſe,” added the 
Devil, © but this principle or defect, call 
it by what name you pleaſe, is in human 
nature, and I do not take upon me to an- 
ſwer for it. Though it is not improbable 
= but 


IN ENGLAND. - 19 


but that before many hours are paſſed, an 
opportunity may offer of indulging you 
with a more ample conſideration of this 
branch of human conduct.” © In the 
mean time,” ſaid the Count, © and with- 
out any prejudice as to the character of 
any individual, be it what it may, upon 
whoſe unconſcious carcaſe ſo much-parade 
and expence is laviſhed, my reaſon is not 
ſufficiently enlightened to approve this un- 
availing pomp of funeral honours.” © If 
that be the caſe,” anſwered Afmodeus, 
e J will amuſe your preſent morning 
with a few ſcenes of mortality, fome of 
which may be entirely to your Lordſhip's 
| taſte. Death is always on the wing, —this 
great city is a continual ſcene of his power, 
and there is not a part of his wide domain 
which does not, at this moment, offer ſore 
example of it. 


© Such a propoſal,” faid the Count, 
« would not always find me in the humour 
to meet it. Ar preſent, however, I am 
prepared 
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prepared for the mournful - progreſs you. 
propoſe,—the concluding ſcenes of life 
form an admirable ſchool of wiſdom ;—* 
« and of folly alſo,” ſaid the Demon ; who 
immediately bore away Don Cleofas to a 
very commanding ſituation in the 1 
part of the town. 


| Thiy's were no ſooner * chinn; the A 
Devil u, on Two. Sticks directed the at · 
tention of: his friend to a chamber in the 
upper · ſtocy of an houſe in the adjoining | 
ſtreet. I Upon a mattraſs i in that room, 
ſaid he, 44 js ſtretched che corpſe of a man 
who. ranked high among the learned men 
of this country, —and whoſe works will 
add to its literary renown, while letters 
continue to be cultivated in the world. 
Devoting, as he did, his life to ſtudious 
labour, and having no children or family 
for whom i it was his duty to procure a ſup- 
port, he looked for little more than, to 
provide for the day that was paſſing oyer 
i and che bookſeller, who made a great 
fortune 
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fortune by his productions, being always 
ready to yield him the ſcanty proviſion 
with which he had accuſtomed himſelf to 
be ſatisfied, as well as to furniſh him with 
all the implements of ſtudy,—this learned 
man did not interrupt the abſtraction of 
his life by any attention to money, or any 
plan of accumulating it; ſo that when 
death came, it found him, as might be ex- 
pected, without the means of commanding 
an honourable grave. The worthy book - 

ſeller thought it prudent to ſtifle all ſuſpi- 
cion of being upwards of a thouſand pounds 
in his debt, by refuſing to advance a gui- 
nea towards his interment, which will 
owe its decency to the humanity of men 
who knew him only in his works. The 
gentleman who has juſt knocked at the 
door of the houſe, has been this morning 
among his friends, to inform them of the 
circumſtance which 1 have juſt related to 
you, and is returned with a ſum of money 
that he has collected from them, for the 
Propel of al [ranging ſuch an unoſtentatious 
| funeral 


—— 


% 
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funeral as will be favoured with your 
approbation ;—for no one will attend it 


but himſelf.“ 


« The ſarcaſm you utter,” ſaid the 
Count, © is more evident on your counte- 
nance than in your words.—Nevertheleſs, 
even your profeſſional ſophiſtry will, I be- 
lieve, be puzzled to reconcile, to any ra- 
tional principle, the ſuperb interment of 
an actor, whoſe excellence, however pre · 
eminent, muſt be buried in his tomb. 

with the beggarly burial of a man, who 
was not only born to inſtruct his own. 
times, but will become the inſtructor of 
future ages. The one ſleeps beſide the 
ſepulchre of princes, and the other ſcarcely 
finds an eleemoſynary grave.“ | EF 


„ The very manner,” anſwered the 
Demon, in which your Lordſhip has 1 

been pleaſed to expreſs your doubts as to 
my power of reconciling the very different \ 
appearance of theſe two characters in the 0 
| 1 8 paſſage : 
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paſſage to their laſt home,; affords thoſe 
convincing reaſons which will enable me 
to do it, without any other aid than the 
common logic of common ſenſe. 


« The author lived in the retirement of 
his ſtudy, and was only known to man- 
kind by the works which iſſued from it.— 
His manners, ſociety, and habits of de- 
meanour, were not ſuited to the general 
intercourſe of life: ſo that when you had 
purchaſed his writings, you were poſſeſſed 
of all you could wiſh to know of him, — 
his better part was already with you.— 
Mankind were only intereſted in him from 
the pleaſure which was produced, or the 
inſtruction which was afforded by his lite= 
rary labours. His books are read, and 
the name of the writer treated with reſpe&; 
and the one may continue to be equally 
read, and the other to be equally reſpected, 
when the author has long been numbered 
with the dead. But the actor, who is a 
continual ſource of public amuſement,.— 

| | | whoſe 
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24 
whoſe perſonal exertions give added es 
light to the hours of the happy, and afford 
an oblivious antidote to thoſe of the 
wretched, becomes an object of perſonal 
intereſt, When he dies, therefore, a va- 
cancy is made 1 in your ordinary pleaſures 
and ſatisfactions; and as he leaves no re- 

preſentative behind him, but the regretful 
remembrance of his power to delight, — 
there is a natural, and -indeed an amiable 
diſpoſition, — for gratitude is more or leſs 

connected with it, to pay the tribute of 
diſtinguiſhed regard to the remains of ſuch 

a character, becauſe it is the laſt public 
teſtimony of reſpect which he can receive. 

It is a kind and applauſive obedience to 

the valete and plaudite of the drama of life. 

The actor is moſt happily repreſented, by 

the firſt dramatic writer of this or any 

country, as a being who frets and ſtruts 
his hour upon the ſtage, —and then is 
heard no more: And, ſurely, the attend- 
ance on his hearſe may, as I have juſt ob- 
en, be conſidered as the tributary ap- 
pl auſe 
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plauſe of the laſt ſcene, before the curtain 
drops, when the eye of the ſpectator beholds 
the actor no more. Beſides, to continue 
the ſubject of poſthumous honours, — the 
parade of funeral ſplendour, and the length- 
ened train of eminent perſons, who lament 
the loſs of thoſe talents which have de- 
lighted and inſtructed them, is almoſt the 
whole ſum of honour which the moſt per- 
fect actor can receive, when he has made 
his exit from the drama of life. His name, 
indeed, is recorded; and while thoſe who 
had witneſſed and felt his ſuperior powers 
remain on the ſtage, it will be mentioned 
with a warm and grateful eulogium; but 
when his contemporary generation is paſ- 
ſed away, his memory will be but little 
cheriſhed by thoſe who were born after he 
was conſigned to the tomb, and can only _ 
know what their forefathers thought con- 
cerning him.—— While the author, who 
lived in the habits of ſtudious reſearch, 
and, as it were, in the ſolitude of learning, 
claims not the momentary reſpect of 
Vor, V. . cC.rovd- 
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crowded obſequies. The | moſt diſtant 
poſterity will know him, in a great mea- 
- ſure, as well as thoſe who were con- 
temporaries with him ;— and his name 
lives in thoſe works which will never 
OM | 


 <&« Having enlarged a little on this ſub- 
ject, as I promiſed,” added Aſmodeus, 
<< and, as I hope, to your full conviction, 
we will now proceed to a very different 
ſcene and ſituation of varying mortality.” 
& My objection to funeral diſplay,” ob- 
ſerved the Count, © aroſe from no other 
idea, than the unconſcious ſtate of the ob- 
ject on whom it is laviſhed ; but when it 
is conſidered as proceeding from a conſo- 
latory ſentiment in the living, I am more 
than diſpoſed to be a convert to the opi- 
nions which you have offered for my in- 
ſtruction. If the trembling hand of reve- 
rential ſorrow adorns the hearſe with plumes, 
and banners, and eſcutcheons, it may be 
reſpected as a pious act of the heart, and 


as 


IN ENGLAND _ 27 


as a charity of the mind, which marks the 
amiable ſenſibility of the one, and the ten- 

der virtues of the other. But before my l 
attention is called to another awful view 
of death, do me the favour to ſatisfy my 
curioſity concerning a very living ſcene 
in the lower room of a large houſe imme- 
diately to the left of us; where ſome what 
of a ſingular diſpute appears to be agita- 
ting by a ſmall company of gentlemen ; 
one of whom, who is dreſſed in black, 
is almoſt convulſed by the violence of his 
declamation ; while his hearers are ſo little 
affected with his harangue, that they an- 
ſwer him with nothing more than an oc- 
caſional ſhake of the head, or ſhrug of 
the ſhoulders. The young man who is 
enveloped, as I ſhould ſuppoſe, in a 
dreſs of maſquerade, takes no notice of 
either, and is more attentive to the warm- 
ing his hands at the fires than to the mat- 
ter in conteſt between the reſt of the com- 
- pany;—be it what it may.” 


C2 er That 
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e That ſcene of life,” ſaid Aſmodeus, 
“ ariſes alſo from the buſineſs of death. — 
It is what the medical people call a dead 
caſe ; which is nothing more than a con- 
ſultation of phyſicians, to diſcover the 
diſorder of which their patient died. This 


is done by a little chirurgical ceremony 


'of opening the body, in order to diſcover 
whether the miſchief was done by the diſ- 
eaſe, or by themſelves. The gentleman 
whoſe violent agitations you have re- 
marked, has juſt loſt a favourite child, a 
beautiful girl in her eighteenth year; and 
having got a little gentleman- like in- 
ſight into phyſic and anatomy, he has taken 
upon him, in rather unreſerved terms, to 
accuſe the attending phyſicians of having 
miſtaken her diſorder. To prove their 
ignorance, he has ſummoned them to at- 
tend the interior examination of their late 
patient, and is now diſplaying that know- 
ledge of the caſe, to which they can only 
anſwer by thoſe ſignificant tokens you have 
alrcady deſcribed. The perſon whom 
. vou 
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you ſuppoſe to be in an habit of diſguiſe, 
is the anatomiſt, ſcientifically arrayed in 
his frock of diſſection ; and, very natu- 
rally, takes no part in a diſpute in which 
he has no concern, —It is his office to em- 
ploy the knife, and that of his medical aſ- 
ſociates to employ their judgment ; -and as 
it will be very ſhortly decided that the 
phyſicians are in the right, and that the 
poor young lady died according. to the 
knownrules of art,—the diſappointed father 
will give them their fees, — for theſe gen- 
tlemen are paid for rheir attendance on the 
dead as well as the living, —and will then 
begin moſt ſeriouſly to lament the pre- 
mature death of his darling child. | 


“ The grand enemy of life,” continued 
the Demon, © takes no long ſtrides in this 
quarter : for, at the very next door, there, 
1s a picture of diſtreſs, which, I am ſure, 
will awaken all your ſenſibility.” It 
does indeed,” anſwered Don Cleofas ; © for, 
if my ſight does not deceive me, I ſee a 

C3 lady 
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lady in a paroxyſm of grief, which wears 
the moſt alarming appearance. Three 
ſervants can ſcarce govern her frantic 
ſtrength, and the whole family ſeems to be 
in an univerſal] ſtate of confuſion and diſ- 
may.—>A much loved huſband, an only 
ſon, or a darling daughter, muſt have been 
called ſuddenly to the tomb ;—nay, the 
triple vengeance of fate, conſigning them 
all, at the ſame moment, to the ſame 
grave, could alone excite ſuch raging emo- 
tions of forrow.” Her diſtreſſes are 
great indeed, interrupted Aſmodeus; 
ie and you muſt prepare all your tendereſt 
ſympathies to hear the accumulation of 
them: For, laſt night, her adorable little 
lap-dog died in the act of becoming a 
mother ;—and, within this half hour, 
a favourite Java ſparrow fell dead from its 
perch.—Bur to withdraw your attention,” 
continued Aſmodeus, ſmiling, “ from ſuch 
an overwhelming picture of human cala- 
mity, permit me to direct your regards to 
the 1 of a large houſe to the right, 

whoſe 


*% 
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whoſe front is enriched with medallions 
and baſſo-relievos. —— Within that bed 
whoſe curtains are ſo cloſely drawn, lies a 
ſick man of very large fortune his diſ- 
order is of that acute nature which medi- 
cine cannot always conquer, —but, when 
left to itſelf, is very rapid indeed in com- 
pleting its purpoſe. The phyſicians who 
were called in this morning to afford their 
powerful aid, determined the ſituation of 
the patient to be very alarming, but by 
no means without hopes. They, there- 
fore, preſcribed the neceſſary remedies, 
and promiſed to return in the evening to 
judge of their effects. But an amiable 
younger brother of the ſick gentleman, will 
ſave them the trouble of a third viſit. He 
has undertaken, from a truly fraternal anxi- 
ety, to be the miniſter of the ſick chamber: 
and, conſidering it as a moſt inhuman act to 
diſturb his brother in his laſt moments, by 
tormenting him with uſeleſs medicines, 
he empties the phials, from time. to time, 
in the fire; fo that when the medical gen- 
G4 tlemen 


Pagan mythology, have been made to 
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emen return, they will find their patient 


haſtily approaching to his laſt gaſp, and 
his inconſolable brother lamenting the ſad 
event, by which he will inherit fix thou- 


Land pounds a year. 


« I could almoſt wiſh,” continued the 
Demon, that you had ſeen the better 
days of the expiring lady in the chamber 
directly oppoſite to us, whoſe beauty, after 
having been the lingering prey of diſeaſe, 
has at length yielded to the ghaſtly diſ- 
tortions of death—She was lovely beyond 


the painting of fancy, or the deſcription of 


poets. Her form rivalled the happieſt 
proportions. of , Grecian ſculpture, and her 
face might have become the ſingle model 
of that ancient painter, who aſſembled the 


moſt lovely women of Athens, to combine, 


from their various charms, a repreſenta- 
tion of conſummate beauty. As for her 
{miles,—they would, in the pictures of 


tempt 
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tempt laſcivious Jove 6 from the bowers of 
Olympus. | 


« A nobleman of high rank led her to 
the altar ;—but, alas! he too ſoon diſco- 
vered that the envied caſket poſſeſſed no in- 
trinſic value: It was enriched without to 
profuſion, but contained nothing better 
within than the variegated toys of female 
folly. Vain, fantaſtic, thoughtleſs and diſſi- 
pated, ſhe ſoon loſt the warm attentions of 
her huſband; and ſpurning the admonitions 
of prudence, became an eaſy prey to the 
ſeducer:—nor was it long before the world 
beheld her with the mingled ſentiments 
of admiration, pity and contempt, 


I need not tell you that a life of riot 
and diſſipation is, of all others, the moſt 
unfriendly to beauty ; and this infatuated 
woman's charms began to fade beneath the 
irregularities of it. To repair them, all 
the powers of - coſmetic ſcience were em- 
ployed) and the application of them being 
Cs | goverte 
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governed by the ſame giddy, unreflecting 
ſpirit which influenced all her actions, her 
health was undermined,—the moſt torturing 
pains of incurable diſeaſe afflicted her lat- 
ter days, and this morning-ſtar of beau- 
ty ſer before it was noon. 


er The gentleman whom you ſhe walking 
to and fro in his library, is her Lord, who 
is more affected at the manner of her 
death, than at the event itſelf, which re- 
lieves him from a conſiderable portion of 
trouble and diſgrace. Though it is not 
poſſible, if he poſſeſſes the leaſt ſenſibility, 
but he muſt feel ſome concern at his 
laſt ſeparation from a woman, whom he 
once fo much admired and tenderly loved, 
and who was the mother of children to 
whom he is an affectionate father. They 
Had long lived in a ſtate of apparent in- 
difference for each other; ſhe did not, 
therefore, invite him to a ſick chamber, 
| where ſhe might naturally ſuppoſe he did 
not wiſh to come; and he did not go thi- 
ther 
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ther from any voluntary impulſe, becauſe 
he as naturally believed, that he ſhould 
not be a welcome viſitor. At length, how- 
ever, when this imprudent woman found 
that herend drew nigh, ſhe entreated a laſt 
interview with her Lord :—He obeyed the 
ſummons, — and approached the bed where 
ſhe lay without one trace of all her former 
beauty ;— her faded form worn by diſeaſe 
disfigured by convulſions, and on which 
death ſeemed to prolong the banquet of 
deſtruction. He expected to hear the lan- 
guage of ſelf-reproach, and ſee the wound- 
ing horrors of deſpair ; but to his ſurpriſe 
and extreme ſatisfaction, he found her ſpirits 
calm, —her underſtanding in full compre- 
henſion, and her mind firm and collected 
to meet the dart that was already ſped 
againſt her. One embrace, my Lord,” ſhe 
feebly exclaimed, © before we part for ever!” 
Which, being given and returned, — 
© To you, ' continued her faltering lips, © I 
gave my firſt kiſs ;—to you I have now 
9 my laſt, - and may God and you 
C 6 © pardon 
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_ © pardon what has paſſed between them. 
A violent convulſion immediately follow- 

ed, and, in a few minutes, the groan of 
expiration eſcaped her.“ | 


c This is, indeed,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
.« a moſt affecting deſcription; and, I 
doubt not, the circumſtances of the ſcene 
will ſecure the requeſt that cloſed it. Hea- 
ven, I truſt, will, —and her Lord, ſurely, 
muſt forgive all her offences.” © The 
latter,” anſwered Aſmodeus, © will cer- 
tainly forget as well as forgive them; but 
it will be in the arms of another woman, 
who has, for ſome time, been the object of 
a tender, but ſecret paſſion, and whom, 
as ſoon as the formal duties of mourning 
for his firſt wife are over, he will moſt aſ- 
ſuredly take to be his ſecond.” 


« And if my curioſity is not imperti- 
nent, ſaid the Count, © permit me to 
alk, if his Lordſhip will mend his market 
by his * bargain? 2 — Upon the 
Wjhole, 
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whole, he certainly will,” replied the De- 
mon; © for the lady who is juſt dead, 
plagued him by her folly, —and ſhe whom 
he is deſtined to marry, will plague him 
with her prudence ; which muſt be ac- 
knowledged to be rather the better plague 
of the two :—From hence, however, you 
may learn, my good Lord, that a wife is 
at beſt no better than a plague.” Don 
Cleofas ſighed at the reflection; and the 
Devil upon Two Sticks was impatient to 
turn the thoughts of his friend from the 
memory of a wife, who was an exception 
to the general rule; for, while ſhe lived, 
ſhe was a bleſſing to him.—He, therefore, 
contrived to direct his immediate attention 
to an old man, bolſtered up in his bed, 
who was taking a cordial medicine, which 
his trembling hands could ſcarce Lit to 
his head, 


The chamber, I perceive,” ſaid the 
Count, is hung with pictures of battles 
and ſcenes of war- It i is true, replied 

the 
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the Demon, ** they repreſent the different 
_ engagements, ſieges, &c. in which the old 
Lord has taken a part. He is a general 
officer of the firſt rank in this country, and 
has paſſed his whole life between the fields 
of Mars and Venus. From the days of 
his youth to the preſent moment, he has 
had but two occupations, and two ſub- 
jects of diſcourſe, - women and war. In 
the piping times of peace, he was as de- 
bauched, as, in the day of battle, he was 
valiant, He was an hardy ſoldier and a 
groſs lover: — He mingled no ſentiment 
with his military honour, — nor any deli- 
cacy with his amogous paſſions ;—ſo that 
- inſtead of crowning his old age with the 
well - earned laurels of his better days, he 
has never ceaſed to curſe the debilitating 
Hour that put an end to his ſenſual enjoy- 
ments. He has, this very morning, de- 
clared to an old friend Who has juſt left 
him, — that he would conſent to be a private 
centinel in his own regiment, — to be diſ- 
eaſed to the bone, and tied up to the hal- 
oh | berts 
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berts to receive a thouſand laſhes, — to be 
repeated every three months, for three 
years to come, if it would reſtore him to 
the libidinous age of five and twenty.— 
Before to-morrow night he will be no 
more: He is ſenſible of his approaching 
end, and blaſphemes the power that or- 
dains it.“ 


« This old Lord,” ſaid the Count, 

« js a philoſopher of your own ſchool; 
and, to ſay the truth, he ſupports his cha- 
racer to the laſt.” It rather mortifies 
me, replied Aſmodeus, © that I muſt 
check your triumph by a very ſerious de- 
claration, that ſuch a man 1s by no means 
found to forward the purpoſes for which I 
was commanded into exiſtence. His in- 
clinations were too depraved, and ſavoured 
too much of brutal inſtinct, to do impor- 
tant miſchief to any but himſelf. It is 
true, that he has paſſed his life with har- 
lots, —but he has made none himſelf. He 
preferred a corporal's wife, whom he could 
| | W com- 
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command to his tent, or a common proſ. 
titute, whom he could ſummons out of the 
ſtreet, to a Ducheſs of the moſt enchaating 
beauty, whom he muſt attend in her own 
chamber. His converſation, as well as his 
conduct, diſguſted youth,—ſhocked old 
age, and could be borne by none but men 
of his own caſt and character; or ſuch wha 
found it neceſſary to ſubmit to his depra- 
vities, in order to obtain his fav our. 


ce The man who can give to vice the 
ſemblance of virtue, who can make in- 
temperance wear the appearance of inno- 


cent feſtivity, - who can win his way by a 


thouſand artifices, into the confidence of the 
eaſy-hearted man, — and quench the moſt 
jealous ſuſpicions of cautious woman. — 
he is the philoſopher whom our Pande- 
monium will crown with the choiceſt bays 
that grow on the Stygian bank. And 
ſuch an one you may now ſee in that coach 
which 1s proceeding along the ſtreet in the 


flow 


* 
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flow and folemn Pace of a funeral wu 
ceſſion. 


cc He 405 is a dying lord, —a man of let-- A 44, Hofer 


ters and of wit,—a ſtateſman of no mean 
account, and a courtier of the firſt man- 
ners.—He preſerves, too, his character to 
the laſt, and will ſmile, and ſay good 
things, till his tongue is mute for ever.— 
That man has done a deal of precious miſ- 
chief in his time, and has written thoſe in- 
ſtructions which will continue to propagate 
it as long as they are read:—And in ſuch 
a ſeducing form have they been compoſed, 
that I have every reaſon to believe they 
will be read while elegant literature is 
underſtood and admired in the . 
of this country. | 


12 He will tell you, to ſmile in the face 
of an enemy, till you have a fair opportu- 
nity of ſtabbing him to the heart; to 
op favours « on the huſband whoſe bed you 

13 LET with | 
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wiſh to violate ;—to get, by any means, the 
father into your power, whoſe daughter 
you want to ſeduce.—He will inform you, 
that the ſureſt way to undermine female 
virtue, is by an artful and progreſſive cor- 
ruption of the- morals ;—and that you do 
well to gratify your paſſions, without any 
conſideration but their enjoyment.—— 


He will teach, that the moſt admired 
and venerated excellence of particular 


men, is nothing more than the effect 
of ſuperior art ;—and that the greateſt vil- 
lain is only an unfortunate hypocrite.—He 


will allow that laws are neceſſary to pre- 


vent mankind from cutting each other's 
throats, as well as to ſecure them in the 
purſuit of their. objects, and the enjoyment 
of their pleaſures; and that certain deco- 
rums are wiſely provided to regulate the 
manners, and heighten the comforts of ſo- 
cial beings; but that there is no moral ob- 
ligation to regard the one or the other, but 
ſuch as ariſes from a ſenſe of our own ſocial 
convenience. — — Theſe have been the leading 


prin-· 
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principles of his life, and will accompany 
him to his grave. | 


« From his firſt appearance in the world, 


he practiſed no other. —He never did what 
wore the guiſe of a generous, a noble, or 
a kind action, but for ſome ſelfiſh pur- 
poſe;—and, for the ſame end, he was by no 
means indiſpoſed, —when he had no dread 
of any reſulting inconvenience,—to-injuſ- 
tice, meanneſs, or depravity. His mind was 


equal to the higheſt flights of vanity, but 
not ſufficiently great or capacious to admit 
an atom of real ambition. — To be admired, 


was the ſummit of his happineſs, — and he 


accordingly cloathed his manners, his 


words, and his whole deportment of body 
and mind, with that poliſhed exterior, 
which is ſo well formed to pleaſe. —lt was 
natural, therefore, that he ſhould eſteem 
in others, thoſe qualifications with which he 


ſtudied to adorn himſelf —Indeed, ſo habi- 


tuated was he to weigh and determine on 


characters from the elegance of their de- 


: meanour, 
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meanour, and the refinement of their de. 


corum, that he would, moſt certainly, look 


with greater complacency and regard on 
a well · bred murderer, on his way to the 
gallows, than a rough, unſeemly ſeaman, 
who had brought home honour, victory and 
wealth to his country.—In his ſocial plea- 
ſures he required elegant companions, or 
poliſhed flatterers; and his ſenſual diſpoſi- 
tions, which were ever ſubordinate to his 


vanity, were not only heightened, but in 


a. great meaſure inſpired, by the rank, 
faſhion, or ſuperior virtue,. of the. woman 
who became the object of it. Venus her- 
ſelf, in the form of a chamber-maid, had 


no temptations for him; but a female bel 


e/prit of quality, — a faſhionable woman of 


exemplary virtue,—the choice, well-guard- 
ed miſtreſs of an intimate friend; — in 


ſhort, a conqueſt which might be ſup- 


poſed to require ſuperior addreſs, were 


alone able to awaken the ardour of his 
paſſi ns. Tei, WAI 
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ce Such a man, your Lordſhip muſt be 
convinced, is a fine engine in the hands 
of my brethren; though, to tell you the 
truth, it was determined by the councils 
of our Pandemonium, to appoint a Spirit 
to the ſpecial and ſole purpoſes of watching 
over this nobleman's life ; and it is with 
pleaſure I perceive that he preſerves his 
important charge in an uniform ſtate of 
elegant depravity to the laſt.— For as 
he has lived without virtue from motives 
of intereſt, he will die without repentance 
from a principle of vanity. He is now ſo 
weak, that he can ſcarce bear the very ſlow 
| progreſs of his carriage; but he will not be 
long ſubject to ſuch an inconvenience, and 
he is himſelf of that opinion. Indeed he 
has, for ſome time, called theſe ſlow-paced 
airings, with his uſual pleaſantry of expreſ- 
tion, © the re-hear/als of his laſt part; 
and this is the laſt of them; for, in a few 
days, he will perform it, and the hear/e will 
bear his remains to the gloomy, unſocial 
company of his anceſtors. 

e « But 


wh + 
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c But to prove to your Lordſhip,” con. 
tinued Aſmodeus, that I take my ſub. 


jects as chance preſents them, and without 


any deſign upon your morals, or any ſini. 
ſter purpoſes of my own, I ſhall introduce 
you toa ſcene, which it would be my duty, 
if it-were in my power, to hide from every 
eye, and to keep from every tongue.—lt 


forms a very ſtriking contraſt to all you 


have juſt beheld; and I am afraid that you 
have good enough in you to be delighted 


with it. It is the death-bed of a virtuous 


man; and the houſe before which a quan- 
tity of ſtraw is ſpread along the ſtreet, 


will preſent it to you.“ 


e ſee, indeed,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 2 
company of people- confuſedly arranged, 


as it were, in different-parts of a large 


chamber, ſome in tears, and all bearing on 


their countenances the marks of poignant 
ſorrow. At the moment I am ſpeaking, 


they all, as if influenced by -the ſame in- 


voluntary emotion of ſubmiſſive grief, ap- 


proach 


Fd . UH) LOS A&A pop — }2_Þ_Þ wud 


IN ENGLAND. 47 


proach the bed, where I ſee a ſick perſon 
raiſed up on pillows, and, as it appears, 
preparing to addreſs, and probably for the 
laſt time, thoſe perſons who, I fear, may 
be already called his ſurviving family.” 
ee It is even fo,” anſwered Aſmodeus ; 
« and, for your ſake, I will do juſtice to this 
bright example of human virtue; and not 
only give you the hiſtory of this excellent 
man, but mortify myſelf with a repetition 
of thoſe farewell inſtructions which he is 


about to pronounce; and will prove the 
laſt act of his venerable life. 


« Heis a . of large fortune, 
which he inherited from his father, who 
had amaſſed it, from very ſmall beginnings, 


by a life of induſtrious and reſpectable 
commerce. Having frequently, as he 
grew into wealth, experienced the want of 
a liberal education in himſelf, though, to 
| fay the truth, it was to that circumſtance 
he owes his fortune, — he determined 

to 
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to give his ſon every advantage of inſtruc. 
tion and accompliſhment, which this en- 
lightened country and foreign travel could 
produce. When, however, that object 
was attained, and the young man was the 
admiration of all who knew him, the nar. 
row ſpirit of trading life prevented the fa- 
ther from allowing his ſon that liberal in- 
come 'which his ſuperior education, the 
foſtered habits of his mind, and his future 
expectations, naturally required. The old 
gentleman, who thought no expence too 


great, while it paid the intereſt of improves. 


ment, could not bring himſelf to place 
the ſon of whom he was ſo proud, in a 
ſituation of common independence, for 
what he called doing e 


0 a Thus, this accompliſhed young gen- 


tleman, after having been educated, in the 
moſt liberal manner, at Eton and Oxford, 
and ſupported in the elegance of the 
firſtranks of life, during his tour through 


the Principal c countries of Europe, found 
| 1 himſel 
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himſelf obliged to paſs his time between 
his father's town reſidence in the neigh- 
bourhood of Fenchurch-ſtreet, and the 
paternal country houſe at five miles diſ- 
tance from the Royal Exchange; and there 
he ſerved an apprenticeſhip of three years, 
not indeed to his father's trade, but to his 
father's humours. He, however, had the 

good ſenſe to employ that tardy period in 
ſtudious amuſements ; and, at the end of 
it, found himſelf, by the ſudden death of 
the old man, who died as he fat at table, 
in poſſeſſion of near three hundred thou- 


ſand pounds; 


« But the prudence which accompanied 
the years of paternal reſtraint, took its flight 
on the approach of liberty. Mr. B—— 
did not heſitate a moment to avail himſelf 
of every luxurious privilege of his new 
ſituation. —He accordingly took a fine 
houſe at the weſt-end of the town,—fur- 
niſhed it with the utmoſt elegance, — ſaw 
what is called the beſt company, and was 

T_T 0 ſoon 
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Goon K into all the diſſipations of 
faſhionable life. His poor, old, induſ- 
trious, accumulating father had not been 
dead twelve months, before the young man 
was member of a gaming club, — the pro- 
tector of an Italian Opera ſinger, — the pro- 
prietor of a ſtud of race -horſes, and ſecu- 
rity for upwards of twenty thouſand 
pounds for ſome of his intimate friends, 
who were not worth a ſhilling. In ſhort, 
thoſe paſſions which had been ſo unwiſely 
reſtrained by the ignorance of parental pre- 
caution, now burſt forth into all the riot of 

folly, and extravagance of diſſipation The 
young men of faſhion, according to their 
different characters, conſidered him either 


as a golden dupe, a convenient friend, or 2 


generous companion; while the more ex- 
perienced and reflecting part of his ac- 
quaintance, ſhook their heads at a career, 
which, if continued but for a few years, 
muft end | in muſery and ruin. 
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ce At this period, during the e 
of a country-town, which he had attended, 
to witneſs the defeat of a favourite horſe, 
and to loſe a conſiderable ſum. of money, 
he accidentally danced with a young lady, 
a provincial beauty of the neighbourhood, - 
and became violently enamoured of her. 


e His ſudden paſſion was the jeer of all 
to whom he communicated it ;—but their 
ribaldry could not diſſipate the pain it 
occaſioned in his breaſt, — Having been 
for ſome time in the habit of Ending a 
ready indulgence of all his wiſhes, he de- 
termined at once to ſatisfy his impatience ;— - 
and, on the fourth day after he had ſeen 
the lady, he waited upon her mother, who 
was her only ſurviving parent, to inform 
her of the ſituation of his heart, the extent 
of his fortune, and the profuſion of his in- 


tended ſettlement, if he was n as 


the lover of her daughter. 
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ee The inconſiderate vanity of the young 
man led him to believe, that he ſhould 
carry the citadel by a coup de main, which 
it muſt be impoſſible to refiſt ;—and he 
would hardly believe his ſenſes, when he 
received a check in his firſt approach to 
the fortreſs —The lady, after ſhe had 
heard his declaration, begged leave to re- 
tire for a few minutes ;—and, on returning 
with her daughter, whoſe ' preſence, ſhe 
ſaid, in a matter of ſo much conſequence 
to her happineſs, was eſſentially neceſſary, 
ſhe informed Mr. B-—, in terms of the 
utmoſt politeneſs, that, though his offers 
were of an extent to which the object of 
his attentions had no reaſonable claim, 
it appeared-to be her duty to adviſe her 
only and darling child to give the propo- 
fition he had made, that conſideration, 
and to follow it with that enquiry and 
conſultation of friends, which ſuch an im- 
portant buſineſs demanded, —* It would, 
therefore, ſhe ſaid, * require ſome time to 
on a determinate anſwer to the propoſi- 
5 tions 
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tions with which they had been honoured. 
You know, my dear Caroline, added the 
good lady, * that I am not your mo- 
ther, but your equal friend, on this, as on 
every other circumſtance of your life ; be 
ſo kind, therefore, as to ſay, whether my 
opinion is in perfect correſpondence with 
your own, on this very unexpected occa- 
ſion?ꝰ 


My inferior underſtanding,” anſwered 
the amiable Caroline, © moſt ſincerely ap- 
proves the conduct you propoſe; and, in 
the ſuggeſtion of it, I fee] an added proof of 
that affection and tenderneſs, which I have 
ever experienced from the beſt of mo- 
thers. | 


« Mr. B gave a forced approba- 
tion to this admirable example of maternal 
precaution and filial acquieſcence; which, 
if the ſight of the young lady had not given 
new ardour to his paſſion, he would have 
con ſidered, and perhaps have treated, as 
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inſult and impertinence.— He of* courſe 
took his leave, but with a conſolatory aſ- 
ſurance in his own mind, that as a know- 
ledge of his fortune and faſhionable figure 
in the world, muſt be the reſult of their 
enquiries concerning him, there would be 


no future heſitation to receive him in the 
character which he had propoſed to them. 


When, therefore, his eager impati- 
ence forced him to renew his viſit, j in order 
to be made completely happy, by hearing 
the determination which his vanity had 
ſet | down as a matter of indubitable 
certainty, he was received and aſtoniſhed 
with the following declaration from the 


- Truth, Sir, may be ſometimes offen- 
© ſive ;—but in addreſſing it to you on this 
* occaſion, you will, I am ſure, do me 
© the juſtice to believe, that I do not mean 
© to give offence. —The firſt object of my 

LIE: 1s - my W s happineſs, —and 
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* though I ſhould wiſh to manifeſt my 
« zeal for it, without wounding the deli- 
© cacy of your feelings, yet, if I cannot 
e fulfil my intentions without ſuch an 
© unwilling circumſtance, I muſt be 
content to act the part of a faithful pa- 
rent, at the riſk even of your diſpleaſure. 


* Your fortune, Sir, and the proffered ar- : 


© rangements of it, are much beyond my 
© expeCtations for my daughter, and her 
© wiſhes for herſelf ;—but ſhe deſires me 


to acquaint you, that ſhe will never 


© marry a man, however wealthy, whoſe 
1 are connected with the horſe- 


© courſe, —who aſſociates with gameſters, 


© however titled” or diſtinguiſhed, — and 
who is known rather by the elegance of 


his diſſipations, than the ſplendour of his 


* virtues. This being our unalterable re- 
* ſolution, we mult beg the favour of you” 

* toexcule us from hearing any thing fur- 
ther on the ſubject, and not to conſi- 
* der it as an offence that we decline the 


© honour of your future attentions. At 
D 4 a the 
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© the ſame time, Sir, you may be aſſured, 
© that if you do not yourſelf think proper 
© to divulge what has paſſed between us, it 
© will remain a ſecret for ever.'—As ſhe 
uttered the laſt ſentence, the good lady 
rang the bell, and, having told the ſervant 
to order Mr. Bs carriage, ſhe po- 

litely left the room. 


He had now nothing to do but to quit 
the houſe; but was ſo diſconcerted in 
doing it, that he ſat ſeveral minutes in his 
chaiſe, without telling the poſtillions where ; 
to drive :—at length, however, he recovered 
himſelf fo far as to give the neceſſary direc- 
tions; and, not quite certain whether he 
dreamed or was awake, he returned to the 
neighbouring town, which he quitted as 
ſoon as the poſt-horſes could be changed, 
and proceeded to London. 


_ « This journey could not be a very com- 
fortable one, — for pique, mortification, 
reſentment, and, I will add, ſhame, were 
X N : N the 
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the companions of it: — for Mr. 5B 


poſſeſſed an excellent underſtanding, a 
mind well ſtored with knowledge, and, at 


the bottom, a delicacy of ſentiment which 
nothing could have ſmothered but the pe- 
culiar circumſtances of his life. He was 


like a bird who had been ſo long pent up 


in his cage, that he did not know what uſe 
to make of his wings when he was indulged 
with ur, Jimited flight. | 


« He now, W for the firſt time 


nce the death of his father, began to 


examine a little into his conduct, the mode 


of life he had adopted, and the reſpective 
characters of his choſen/aſſociates ;—and he 
law nothing in any of them to give him 
pleaſure, or that could make him amends 
for the bleſſing of which their councils 
and example had deprived him. At the 


ſame time, he could not ſummon the reſo- 
lution to get rid of the former, in order 


that he might become worthy of the latter. 
When, therefore, he found that the faſcina- 
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ting idea of the lovely Caroline could not 


be baniſhed from his heart by the encoura- 

ged reſentment of mortified vanity, he re- 
plunged 1 into the ſuſpended career of difſi. 
pation,' with the hope that he ſhould loſe 
the image which baunted him, amid the 
ſucceſſive and continual variety of his 
pleaſures. But the charming image till 
purſued him; and the exceſſes of wine, 
from which he had hitherto abſlained, were 
aged to the number. 


& At this: time Sir W. R= „ an old 
friend of Mr. B-—s father, and n had 
been a kind friend to the young man, but 
was forgotten or diſregarded among the 
novelties of his preſent ſituation, had occa- 
fion to call upon him concerning the 
arrangement of a charitable donation, left 
by the elder Mr. B , of which Sir W. 
had been appointed the ſole truſtee.— After 
the buſineſs was ſettled, ſome auk ward 
apologies from Mr. Bt, for his paſt in- 
attention to a man n who had been the kind 

friend 
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friend of his youth, and the comp anionof 
his father's life, gave that gentleman an 
opportunity to addreſs him 1 in the Tollow 
ing manner = | 


„I was uſed, for your Kale, Mr. B— oat 
to ſigh over the fruitleſs efforts T made to 
prevail on your poor father to allow you 

a larger range of ſociety and. amuſement 
than he permitted after your ir return from 
abroad. I continually told him, till 1 
foreſaw that any further ſuggeſtions on 
the ſubject would violate a friendſhip 
of forty years, — that if he did not, by de- 
grees, habituate you, as it were, to the 
great fortune you would one day poſleſs, 
there was every reaſon to fear the worſt 
* conſequences when you ſhould come into 
© the poſſeſſion of it. He, poor good man, 
* would laugh at my ſuſpicions, and infiſt 
© on the truth of his favourite principle,— 
© that the longer you remained in the ha- 
© bits. of reſtraint, the leſs inclined you 
c would be to break from it; and that to 
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© keep you without any part of your future 
fortune during his life, would render 

you more attentive to its preſervation 
, © and improvement, when his death would 
leave you maſter of the whole of it.— 
My ſuſpicions, however, were but too 
well founded, and all I apprehended for 
you is come to paſs. My poor friend is 
gone where he is inſenſible to the error 
he committed, and I ſurvive him moſt 
ONE to lament it. 


J T 


© You are, I find, in the high road to 
ruin anddiſhonour.—As you proceed, a 
very few years will bring your fortune, 
great as it is, to an end;—and, as it 
will be conſumed, according to all pre- 
ſent appearances, in a manner, and by 
means, inconſiſtent not only with the 
principles of virtue, but with the deco- 
rum ofa gentleman, — your future diſtreſs 
will be without any alleviation.— There 
may, indeed, be a dignity in poverty,— 
but 1 it muſt be the Poverty of virtue, and 
not 
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© not. of vice. —Reſpe& may follow mis- 
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fortune, as well as pity; but it muſt be 


the misfortune of unyielding integrity.— 
The wretchedneſs, alas! that is brought 
on by riot, diſſipation, intemperance, 
and folly, cannot beget reſpect ;—and 


pity will be impeded in its way towards 


it, by indignation or contempt. 


© I have never ſeen you ſince we ſtood 
together by vour father's grave :—Nor 
does it aſtoniſh me; for I was your 
friend when you aſſociated with virtue, 


and therefore muſt be an abhorrent, be- 


cauſe a reproachful object, to one who. 


1s bezome the inmate of vice: —You will 


not dare to tell me that you are happy, — 


for every feature of your pallid counte- 


nance aſſures me that you are wretched. — 
The porter at your gate is pampered 
into ſleekneſs; — and I paſſed through 
an avenue of well-fed, ſmiling varlets, to 
find their maſter lolling on a couch, 
languid with the fatigues of pleaſure, — 

_ © feveriſh 
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© feveriſh from the fumes 66 intempe- 
france, — and with a mind brooding over 
© jts diſcontents, becauſe it has not a paſt 
© refle&tion, or future hope, to feed it 
© with ſolid ſatisfaction.— Riches can do 
* ſomething towards happinels ; Hut they 
cannot do all. — There is no market 
© where honour, wiſdom, virtue, or hap- 
© pineſs will be the immediate return to 
© any gold that the treaſuries of the world 
could offer. Gold will purchaſe plea- 
© ſure, for pleaſure is an harlot that any 
© wealthy fool may bribe for the capricious 
- enjoyment of the hour ;—but happineſs. 

is above its ſingle reach — Money will 

feed gluttony, — flatter pride, — indulge 

voluptuouſneſs, — and gratify Rhiiality ; ; 
but, unleſs it is an engine in the hands 
© of WER, it will never eee any 
, real ) Joy. 


Does it never occur to you, as you 
proceed in your career of extravagance, 


i chat in a very few years you will have 
« dil- 
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c Jifpated in folly, to ſay no worſe, the 
© noble fortune that was acquired by your 
« father in the long courſe of an indefati- 

« gable life, . which, whatever peculiarities 
© he might poſſeſs, never deviated an in- 
« ſtant from the moſt irre proachable in- 


* tegrity ? 


© When you awake from your noon- 
' tide ſlumbers, after a night paſſed in a 


I gaming-houſe, do you awake to com- 


elt Does à correſpondence with 
your grooms and ſtable-keepers elevate. 
© your mind into a pleaſant thought 
When your Italian enamorata ſends to 
demand the ſtated payments of her enor- 
mous allowance,—while you are writing 
© the draft on your Banker to ſatisfy her 
* extravagance, does your heart vibrate 
© with any thing like a ſenſation of which 
© you are not ſecretly aſhamed? When 
© your friends, as you call them, who fre- 
quent your houſe, and enjoy the luxu- 
© "ries of your fortune, offer their eulogi- | 

ums. — 
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ums, — will your reaſon, —if you conſult 
© it for a moment, ſuffer you to believe a 
c ſentence of their purchaſed, treacheroy; 
« praiſe ?—Vice and folly may be proud of 
the gay and gaudy picture of their wealth, 
© while virtue, paſling along in inconve- 
© nience and penury, to the hut that is its 
home, will look with diſdain on the 
* gilded car that bears them to their bowers 
© of delight. 


© You muſt,” continued the worthy 
man, I know that you muſt, feel the 
truth of this aſſertion for, in the un- 
* guarded moments of confidential in- 
© temperance, you have yourſelf told the 
tale of triumphant virtue, by relating 
© the reception your propoſals of marriage. 
found from one of the moſt charming 
and accompliſhed women in this king- 
© dom.—l have long known her family, — 
© and it is in my power to inform you, 
that if your character and conduct had 
continued to be what I remember it 
ne 


* 


— 
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once was, - you would have been re- 
© ceived with pleaſure as the lover of 
© Caroline C , though you had 
« poſſeſſed but a tenth 1 of your preſent 
fortune. | 


1 ſhall not trouble you with candle 

e viſit. — If, however, my admonitions 
* ſhould awaken you from the delirium of 
© folly, —if you ſhould with to extricate 
« yourſelf from the labyrinth in which you 
rare involved, —if you want the aid of a 
* fincere friendſhip, and faithful experi- 
* ence, to confirm your wavering reſolu- 
tions, ſhould you poſſeſs them, —toreturn 
© to the home of virtue and honour, which 
| you have ſo blindly abandoned, - you 
know where to find a friend. —I have 
( ſpoken with the freedom that becomes 
me; I have done that which it was my 
* duty to perform ;—and I conſider my- 
* ſelf as having exerciſed a right which 
belongs to me :—for know, Sir,—if the 
* unhappy influence which now governs | 
| | © you 


4 
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you ſhould continue till it has completed 
* your ruin,—the repenting prodigal will 
find my doors open to him, when every 
© other ſhall be ſhut againft him.—The 
© ſon of my old and worthy friend ſhall 
never want the beſt conſolations it may 
be in my power to afford him.” 


« As Sir W— R ameted the 
laſt words, he gh a tear from his eye, 
and caſting a look of tenderneſs on Mr, 
B——, who lay with his face buried 
in the cuſhion of a ſofa, he ſilently with- 
drew.—Indeed fo affected was the young 


man with what he had heard, —that ſome: 


minutes had paſſed away before he dif: 
covered that his viſitor had left him. 


ce The lecture, | however, which he had 


received, did not paſs away with the excel- 
tent man who delivered it.— On the con- 


trary, it ſunk deep into Mr. B-——'s 


niind,—and though it was not followed 


by any immediate determination to. obey 
| f 5 the 


1 N eee 1 


ed the councils of it, he felt: a moſt incumbent 
l duty to give it, at leaſt, a ſerious conſide- 
: ration. He, therefore, ſent an immediate 
excuſe to a tavern party with whom he 
was engaged to dine,—ordered a ſingle 
cover to be laid in his library, and gave 
poſitive orders to forbid the intruſion of 
any viſitor during the reſt of the day. 


There cannot be a better prognoſtic 
of ſucceſs,” continued Aſmodeus, © in af- 
fairs of this nature, than when a man dares 
to remain. alone, and to enter into a quiet 
and ſerious examination of himſelf and the 
cireumſtances that affect him, with no 
other council than what he derives from 
the ſenate of his own boſom.—It may, 
ſometimes, even remove a threatening dif- 
ficulty, but it never fails, in ſome degree 
or other, to leſſen it, when a man has the 
courage to look the evil calmly in the 
face. 


= — 
= — — — — 


under ſuch a reſolution; and, in taking a 


cumſtances, becauſe mortification or ſelf. 


— 
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% Mr. B-— was ſo fortunate as to ad 


review of the different circumſtances of 
his life, he did not ſuffer his ſelf- love, or an 
idle vanity, to paſs over any parts or cir- 


reproach threatened the reflection on them, 
He inveſtigated the whole with the ſpirit 
of an impartial judge; nevertheleſs, I am 
rather diſpoſed to think, that the ſevere 


| ſentence of to-day, might have been re- 


lovely Caroline had not ſat on the bench 


with him, That ſuch a woman ſhould 
reject and deſpiſe him, with all his wealth 


and accompliſhments, becauſe he had 


e 
f 
r 
voked by the relapſe of to-morrow, if the il ! 
] 
| 


abandoned a life of virtue, operated not 
only more powerfully than all the ſage and 


authoritative reflections of his venerable 


friend, but, perhaps, operated alone to fix 
in his mind a determined reſolution to re- 
gain it. | | 


« Thou gh 


IN ENGLAND. ; 69 

« Though this was, by no means, a 
day of untroubled ſatisfaction, Mr. B 
found a quietude of ſpirit, and a refreſhing 
kind of repoſe, which he had not lately ex- 
perienced, through the courſe of it. In 
ſhort, he felt his mind ſo invigorated by 
theſe rare hours of undiſturbed ſolitude, 
that he determined to paſs the evening in 
examining the immediate and exiſting 
ſtate of his fortune and domeſtic arrange - 
ments. As the whole of that wealth which 
his father had left him was inveſted in the 
different public funds, he had only to diſ- 
cover what was left of it, and he would 
immediately aſcertain, with an unerring 
preciſion, the ſum total of what he had 
diſſipated. It did not require much time to 
inform himſelf; that during the eighteen 
months which had elapſed fince the old 
man's death, he had owt, in various 
fooliſh and friendly ways, to get rid of fifty 
thouſand dns 


ce This 
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ce This diſcovery, for it was ſuch to him, 
filled his mind with aſtoniſhment and 
alarm; and the very unpleaſant reflections 
it produced, determined him to loſe no 
time in applying t to the advice and aſſiſt- 
ance of Sir W—— R——., It was too 
late to ſee him that evening; but, at an 
early hour of the next morning, he was at 
the bed · ſide of the friend of his childhood 
and his youth, —and who was now about 
to become the preſerving guardian of his 
riper 1 VEATS. 


In this ſituation he did not heſitate 
to unfold the ſtate and diſtreſs of his mind, 
— to diſcover the real poſture of his affairs, 


| —to aſk the counſels of friendſhip, —and 
to promiſe an unreſerved ſubmiſſion to 


them. 


Four conduct, at this moment,“ an- 
ſwered Sir W R FE is, to me, 2 


moſt ſufficient proof that your mind, 


8 though turned aſide from its true hs 
* has 
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m, . has received no material injury. —It has 
nd been in a delirium, which a little ab- 
ns WF ſence from the perſons and circumſtances 
no that occaſioned it, will diſſipate, and its 
primitive virtue will be reſumed. —I feel 
zo mis aſſurance with a degree of ſatisfac- 
an WF tion I know not how to expreſs : the 
at reſt of the buſineſs is not worth an un- 
xl WE pleaſant thought. If the fifty thouſand 
ut pounds which you have diſſipated in 
is folly and extravagance, ſhould, in the 
* end, purchaſe you that experience which 
will make your future life honourable 
te and happy, it has been moſt profitably 
1, expended. —Your remaining fortune is 
„ more chan equal to a much higher degree 
© of real ſplendour than you have hitherto 
© diſplayed. - But the exiſting evil muſt 
© be cut up by the roots ;—the whole of 
your preſent ſyſtem muſt, be completely 
*extirpated ; and, to do that with effect, 
you muſt determine, without delay, to 
quit the kingdom. | BELTS, 


* 
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© Quit the kingdom,'—exclaimed M. 
 B———, with a look of ſurpriſe, and 
tone of diſappointment.— I comprehend 
your feelings, continued Sir W 
R but it muſt be fo :—and believe 
© me, rack a meaſure is not only the beſt; 
© bur, as it appears to me, the only one 
© which you can adopt, to ſecure the ob- 
« jets which you have moſt at heart.— 
© You muſt break the chain which con- 
* ne&ts you with your preſent mode of life; 
© and if that is, as it ought to be, the 
firſt wiſh of your heart, you muſt remove 
© yourſelf far away from the influence of 
© thoſe friends, companions, or acquaint- 
© ance, call them what you pleaſe, who 
« forged it for you. —Retire quietly to ſome 
unfrequented town on the continent,— 
let your retreat be known to none but 
me,—entruſt me with the ſettlement of 
your affairs, during your abſence, —and, | 
truſt, it will not be long before I ſhall en- 
joy the very great ſatisfaction of inviting 
"yu back, — not indeed to 8 
1 0 


* A N 
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© or race-horſes, or faſhionable clubs, or 
© opera ſingers, —but to a ſituation in 
© which the path of true honour will be 
© open before you ; and, if I find you re- 
* ſolved to deſerve it, to all the happineſs 
© which Caroline C 1s capable of 
© beſtowing on you,—For, as the moſt 
© animating encouragement I can g1ve, to 
© a ſolid reformation of your life, I ſhall 
© declare to you, that J have not the leaſt 
doubt of ſucceeding in an object ſo dear 
to your preſent wiſhes, and ſo eſſential 
to your future happineſs, —if you will 
conſent to be guided and governed by 
me. — Then,” exclaimed Mr. B : 
* order the chaiſe this inſtant, tell me 
* where I am to go,—and while the prepa- 
* rations for my immediate flight are ma- 
king, let the neceſſary forms be executed 
* which will give you, during my abſence, 
the moſt unreſerved and ample powers to 


* 


act as your ſaving wiſdom ſhall dictate, 


in every concern which I leave behind 
meT | | £ 
Vol. V. | E Mr. 


3 
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« Mr. B accordingly ſet out, in the 
evening, for a ſmall town in Normandy, 
where it was agreed that he ſhould fix a 
temporary reſidence;—and, on the follow. 
ing day, his friend entered with the moſt 
active and effectual zeal on the buſineſs of 
reform. — Mr. B 's ſervants were all 
diſcharged, — his horſes conſigned to the 
hammer,—and his houſe, with all its va- 
rious detail of ſplendour, was transferred, 
by the ſame taliſmanic power; but, above 
all, the whole hiſtory of what had paſſed 
was faithfully and warmly repreſented to 
Mrs. C and her daughter, by Sir 
W R———, who was a diſtant and 
reſpected relation of their family. 


In ſhort,” continued Aſmodeus, “ ſo 
well was the whole plan of this buſineſs 
arranged and conducted, that in leſs than 
twelve months after his ſudden departure 
from London, Mr. B-—— was returned 
to it a different being in ſentiment, 
opinion, connections, and happineſs ;— 

| 7 -- ol 
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and was s very ſoon after united to the moſt 
charming of her ſex. 


« They, indeed, may be ſaid to have 
been the happieſt pair of human kind ;— 
and well did they deſerve the proſperity 
which ſhone around them. He command- 
ed the reſpect of all ranks of people, who 
knew or had heard of him, from the day 
he became the happy huſband of the beſt 
of women to this awful moment, when he 
is about to join her ſpirit for ever. 


Nor did her life afford a leſs ſplendid 
example of domeſtic and conjugal virtue. 
They were bleſſed with a numerous progeny 
like cheinſelves; — and the only material 
interruption of their happineſs, aroſe from 
the loſs of three of their little ones in one 
year ;—a circumſtance which affected them 
more, and continued to affect them longer 
than might have been expected from per- 
ſons of- their underſtanding and religious 
diſpoſitions;—more eſpecially as ſeven chil- 
'E 2 dren 


| 
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dren yet remained to grow up, in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of every quality, both of body and 
mind, which the moſt anxious and tender 
parents could wiſh to adorn their offspring, 


ce It is about five years ſince Mrs. B— 
quitted the world. —She had been to Paris, 
with Mr. B-— to meet their two elder 
ſons, on their return from Italy; and a 
very violent ſtorm which overtook their 
veſſel between Calais and Dover, had 
wrought her alarms to ſuch an height, that 
an illneſs enſued, and terminated in the 
grave.—Mr. B-— bore this lamentable 
loſs with reſignation ;—but in ſpite of his 
_ endeavours ro ſtruggle with exiſtence, it 
has ſlowly, and Coretly undermined his 
health which, , till that event had know 
no interruption, —and molt certainly haſ- 
tened the affecting period which is now 
the object of * attention. 


r The. very ſu perior gratification, ' 
continued Almodeus, which your virtu- 
| ous 


”"— 


-_ — 
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dus mind, —I well know, -muſt have re- 
ceived from this intereſting hiſtory, has 
repaid me for the mortification which, 1 
am ready to acknowledge, my diabolic 
nature ay experienced, in the taſk of re · 
lating it.“ 

ö a] - 

« Your candour,” replied Don Cleofas, 
« js equal to your friend{hip ;—and I hope 
you will continue the exerciſe of it by a 
confeſſion, that there are characters ſcat- 
tered about this wicked world, who are 
above your reach, or ſuperior to your i in- 
fluence.“ 


« To ſooth your NOOR ” replied the 
Demon, © I will freely acknowledge that 
there are ;—but to keep it within due 
bounds, I muſt inform you, that the names 
of them would not form a very numerous 
calendar. The influence of female charms, 
when exerted under the guidance of ſupe- 
rior virtue, tends more to the advancement: 


„ of 
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| 


excellence among men, than any other 
human incentive, —It is evident, from 
daily experience, that the manners of the 
ſtronger ſex receive their poliſh from the 
common intercourſe of female fociety:— 
It cannot, therefore, but follow, that the 
friendſhip, affection, and love of women of 
' ſuperior character and accompliſhments, 
mult have the ſame effect upon the minds 
of men, and proportionably improve and 
adorn them. The ſeducing powers of the 
lovely ſex, as they are directed and employed, 
ſhape men into the worſt or beſt of beings, 
The latter is in the example before us,— 
His laſt accents have borne their teſtimony 
to it; they were as I ſhall repeat them to 
_—_— 4 | 


Don Cleofas aſſured his inſtructor that 
every attentive faculty he poſſeſſed would 
be rivetted to the ſequel of his relation ;— 
and Aſmodeus immediately continued it in 
the words of the dying man. 


_ | 
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My beloved children, 


Among the many unmerited bleſſings 
© with which it has pleaſed a gracious Pro- 
© vidence to favour me, during the courle 
| « of my life, —there have been none for 
of WM © which I feel myſelf more ſincerely diſ- 
ts, I © poſed to be thankful, than for the power 
ds I poſſeſs of declaring to you the ſenti- 
id Ml © ments of my mind, and of pouring forth 
le © the affections of my heart, now that 1 
d, © am come to the cloſe of it. —The phyſi - 
; Wl © cians, in obedience to my requeſt, have 
_ WH © this morning informed me that I have, 
y © at moſt, but a very few days to live :;— 
o If, therefore, I neglect to perform my 

* laſt duty to-day, I may not be in a con- 
dition, either of body or mind, to per- 
t © forma it ro-morrow, 


d 

1 © Your tears, my dear children, do not 

1 WI © diſtreſs me ;—they are the natural tri- 
butes of that filial affection which you 

7 © owe to a parent, who, from the moment 
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of your birth, 1 ever conſidered your 
* happineſs as the firſt object and care of 
his life. —If they are, as I truſt, the tear; 
* of grateful tenderneſs, you may, with. 
out reproach, indulge the piety of your 
0 ſorrows, at a moment the moſt affecting 
* to human nature. — I can, indeed, ſay, 
* vith*the moſt delightful aſſurance, that 
* you need not weep for me ;—for I have 
* paſſed the billows of the world, and am 
* entering the haven of peace.—And if 
you feel, as I hope you do, a firm, 
© rooted love of virtue within you, it will 
© be needleſs alſo to weep for yourſelves; 
© —your lives will anſwer the purpoſe 
tor which they are given,—and the end 
of them muſt be happy.—But if nature 
* forces her waters upon your check, 
« reaſon and religion will. — 1 truſt, —ſoon 
wipe them off for ever. 


6: ] 1 you in the poſſeſſion of all the 
| . bleſſings of life but they will not ſe- 
cure your happineſs, unleſs true wiſdom 
influences 
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© influences your application of them. 
Wealth and ſtation are ſurrounded with 
© dangers, to which inferior life is leſs 
© frequently expoſed. —The power to gra- 
© tify every paſſion of man's deceitful, 
© heart, too often proves the greateſt curfe 
+ that can befal the vaunting poſſeſſors of 
jt. Ambition, pride, vanity, and plea- 
* ſure, are always engaged in ſeducing the 
© hearts of thoſe who enjoy the means of 
their gratification ;—and, if the avenues 
* are not continually guarded bythe watch- 
* ful centinels of reaſon and religion, 
© it is almoſt impoſſible for the credulous, 
* confiding experience of early years, to 
: prevent their infidious and unſuſpected 


She 
approaches. | 


© There was a period, — fortunately in- 

* deed for me it was but a ſhort period of 

© of my life, — hen I was the ſlave of the 
© moſt dangerous paſſions ;—and I was in 

the high career of ruin and deſtruction,— 
* when the commanding virtues of your 
E 5 - © angelic” 
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angelic mother charmed me from the fata 
ſhores. on which I was haſtening to be 
fhipwrecked for ever. I was blind, andſhs 
opened my eyes ;—I was weak, and ſhe 
gave me ſtrength ;—I was immerſed in 
vice, and ſhe called me back to virtue; 
I was guilty, and ſhe reſtored me to inno- 
cence ;—I was a wretch, and ſhe made 
me happy.—She was my honour,—ny 
crown,—my comfort through life, —and 
I look up to her as my ſalvation, at thi 


5 moment, when J am at the cloſe of it.— 


My union with her, I have ever con: 
© ſidered, with the moſt abundant grati- 
. tude, as the gracious diſpenſation of 
Heaven's mercy to me; and I wiſh t 
impreſs this invaluable bleſſing beſtowel 
on your father, in the remembrance of 
you all ;—and my laſt breath will expire 
cin grateful praiſe to the giver of all good, 
for the ineſtimable poſſeſſion of it. 


* You are young,—in the full enjoy 
© ment of health, — and have the fair pro- 
by | mike 


red 


Ire 
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© miſe of many years yet to come but, 
8 remember that what I am to-day, you 
© may be to-morrow :—And though it be 
« your allotments to have your lives pro 
8 longed” beyond the common date of 
© man, you muſt at length arrive at this 
© hour ;-—and may years of virtue and ho- 
nour conduct you to it. 


The world is full of ſnares and temp- 
© tations ;—they lic in every path, and aſ- 
ſume every form. The road to deſtruc- 
tion is often ſtrewed with roſes, —and 

* pointeel flints are ſeen to pave the way- 


to honour. Vice will aſſume the ſem- 
* blance of virtue; — and falſehood, by a 


— 


thouſand ſeducing blandiſhments, de- 
ceive the incautious heart to receive it as 
truth. To avoid theſe dangers, and to 
guard againſt theſe deceptions, begin by 
© habituating yourſelves to the difficult and 
© mortifying taſk of ſuſpecting yourſelves.-- 
At your early period of life, your moſt 
f important buſineſs is to check the im- 
E 6 Fulſe 
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angelic mother charmed me from the fatal 
ſhores on which I was haſtening to be 
fhipwrecked for ever. I was blind, and ſhe 
opened my eyes; — I was weak, and ſhe 
gave me ſtrength ;—I was immerſed in 
vice, and ſhe called me back to virtue;— 


I was guilty, and ſhe reſtored me to inno- 


cence ;—lI was a wretch, and ſhe made 
me happy.—She was my honour,—my 
crown, my comfort through life, —and 
I look up to her as my ſalvation, at this 


moment, when J am at the cloſe of it.— 


My union with her, I have ever con- 
ſidered, with the moſt abundant grati- 


. tude, as the gracious diſpenſation of 


Heaven's mercy to me;—and I wiſh to 
impreſs this invaluable bleſſing beſtowed 
on -your father, in the remembrance of 
you all ;—and my laſt breath will expire 


in grateful praiſe to the giver of all good 
for the ineſtimable poſſeſſion of it. 


£ You are young,. —in the full enjoy- 


© ment of health, —and have the fair pro- 


mile 


c 


c 
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miſe of many years yet to come; but, 
remember that what I am to-day, you 

may be to-morrow :—And though it be 
your allotments to have your lives pro - 


longed” beyond the common date of 


man, you muſt at length arrive at this 
hour and may years of virtue and ho- 
nour conduct you to it. 


© The world is full of ſnares and temp- 
tations ;—they lic in every path, and aſ- 
ſume every form.— The road to deſtruc- 
tion is often ſtrewed with roſes, and 
pointed flints are ſeen to pave the way 
to honour. —Vice will aſſume the ſem- 
blance of virtue ;—and falſehood, by a 
thouſand ſeducing blandiſhments, de- 


celve the incautious heart to receive it as 


truth.—To avoid theſe dangers, and to 
guard againſt theſe deceptions, begin by 
habituating yourſelves to the difficult and 
mortifying taſk of ſuſpecting yourſelves.-- 
At your early period of life, your moſt 


important buſineſs is to check the im- 
E 6 *Fulſe 
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- pulſe of inclination, and to pauſe, be. 


fore you indulge it.—In the ſame pro. 


c 


portion as objects, whatever they may 


© be, ſolicit your enjoyment, conſider wel 
* the conſequences of enjoying them.— 


Ka 


Whatever does not bear the moſt deter. 
mined form of good, examine as an 
evil. 5 KEE 


This is a world, my children, in which 
precaution is not only'a very neceſlary, 
but a very principal duty. You cannot 
ſuppoſe, ior an inſtant, that I can offer to 
your practice, the low, baſe and degra- 
ding ſuſpicion of little minds; for there 
are circumſtances and tituations, where 
to doubt, is more diſhonourable than to 
be deceived; but it is a caution by no 
means inconſiſtent with the molt liberal 
character, which I recommend to your 


adoption. You mult doubt of others 


with candour, — and it is your ſelves alone 
cowards whom I urge the utmoſt rigour 
of ſuſpicion, —lIt is neceſſary for the 

| | honour 
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honour and happineſs of your lives, that 
there ſhould be thoſe, and I truſt you 
will find many of them, towards whom 
© ſuſpicion would be a crime. Would it 
© not be criminal in you, my children, to 
© ſuſpect each other? And I pray—moſt 
« devoutly pray—as I know by experi- 
© ence the bleſſings of it, that the con- 
© nections which you will form hereafter, 
© may be ſo wiſely choſen, as greatly to 
© enlarge the boundaries of your confi- 
; dence. | 


© There is no virtue which 200 rns and 
© elevates our nature, but 1s, more or leſs, 
© connected with ſome vice which defaces 
and degrades it; and it is a principal 
cauſe of human misfortune, that, from 
the want of due conſideration, the one is 
* ſo often taken for the other. Courage 
© and raſhneſs,—generoſity and profuſion, 
© —eeconomy and avarice, —humility and 
© {laviſhneſs, —prudence and meanneſs,— | 
* piety * enhuliaſm, are, among others, 
| 6 VIr- 
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* virtues and vices of the ſame quali. 
* ties, as they are practiſed or enjoyed 
under the influence of wiſdom or of 


_ © folly.—For as all virtue conſiſts in the 


* love and practice of juſtice, ſo all vice 
proceeds from exceſs, and the ſpirit of 
moderation will, of courſe, ſecure You 
from it. 


© Believe me, we were not ſent into 
© this world to make life one continual 
* ſcene of prohibition and ſelf-denial,— 
The good Being that made us, allows 
© the enjoyment of every pleaſure,—and 
© there is plenty of them, which does not 
© tend'to the injury of others and of our- 
© ſelves. —The right accompliſhment of 
© noble objects, the fulfilling every duty 


© of our ſtation, —the improvement of our 
© intellectual faculties by the aids of art 
and ſcience, the invigorating employ- 


ments that relax from more ſerious at- 
tentions, and promote health of body 
and chearfulneſs of mind,—the exerciſe 
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of the relative and ſocial virtues, — and 
che practice of piety and religion :— 
Surely theſe are real pleaſures ;—they 
occupy the mind,—they elevate the 
heart, —and remorſe and repentance fol- 
low not in their train, — It may, per- 
haps, prove difficult for you always to 
diſtinguiſn the preciſe point where the 
virtue ends and the vice begins; but a 
moderate and cautious conduct will al- 
ways leſſen the danger of being deceived; 
and if, at any time, error ſhould prevail 

in the choice, the experience of a vir- 
tuous mind will prove its future pro- 
tector againſt ſimilar deceptions. 


At the ſame time, my children, I 
cannot flatter you with the hopes, that 
life can, becauſe it ought not to be 
paſſed without affliction; or that the 


moſt conſummate virtue will not meet 


with trials and difficulties. Nay, without 


them, there would be no virtue :--it is the 


manful conteſt with our infirmities and 
| | © ſorrows, 
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ſorrows, which gives it its nature and its 
name; and it is the victory over them 
which enfures its reward on earth and in 
heaven. But, in the hour of extreme 
difficulty and danger, if fuch an hour 
ſhould come to any. of you, when your 
beſt powers ſeem to give way, and your 


trembling virtue ſhrinks from the con- 


flict—I need not ſurely direct you to 


that ſure and ſaving aid which is pro- 


miſed to thoſe who aſk it. 


My children, — continue to love one 
another. — Be each other's joy, comfort 
and protection. If any of you ſhould be 
in danger from the enemies of virtue, let 
the reſt form a ſurrounding phalan x to 
preſerve them ;—if any ſhould fink be- 
neath the predominating influence of a 
corrupt world, let not thoſe of you who 
remain in ſtrength, forſake them in their 
weakneſs, There is no ſituation -of 
misfortune, or even of crime, that can 

| © quench 
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its © quench your fraternal love for each 
other. 


My ſons, remember and imitate the 
© virtues poſſeſſed by your father: - my 
daughters, imitate all that you remem- 
ber or have heard of your mother. If 
her fainted ſpirit is permitted to behold 
© this hour, ſhe will delight in it; and 
may her celeſtial virtues ſhed their ſanc- 


* rejoin her. I have only ſtrength to re- 

* peat once more my bleſſing to you, and 
to accompany it with my dying prayer 
to n that 1 it may reſt upon you for 
* ever,” | 


80: Such were the laſt words of this ex- 
cellent man;—and, as he uttered them, he 
ſunk down into the arms of death. —His 
children, rivetted by their affliction to the 
ſcene, ſtill ſurround the bed in all the ſa- 
cred devotion of filial ſorrow.” *' | 


„ This, 


© tification upon it. My ſoul pants to 
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« This!“ exclaimed Don Cleofas, while 
the tears ſtarted from his eyes,.“ This is a 
ſpectacle worthy the contemplation of a 
God!! But not of a Devil,” ſaid Aſ- 
modeus; © and, therefore, we will now, if 
. you pleaſe, direct our attentions to another 
quarter.—l have been engaged for ſome 
time, I think, in gratifying your fine feel- 
ings ; and now your Lordſhip will be fo 
good, as to let me take an opportunity to 
gratify mine.—And, as it very fortunately 


happens, the means, 1 Perdeive, are at 
hand. | 


% You will, therefore,” continued he, 


ee be ſo obliging as to direct your wa- 


| tery eyes to the upper apartment of a 


very handſome houſe in the ſtreet to the 
left of us, where an elderly gentleman, in 
a crimſon night-gown, is ſeated in an arm- 
chair, by his bed-fide, with a table before 
him; at which a man in black is buſily 
employed in writing. The one is a ſick 
man, who has not many days to live; and 

l the 
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the other is a lawyer, who is, at this mo- 
ment, engaged in as unpleaſant a cere- 
mony as can poſſibly happen to a very 

wealthy, money- lending, and money -get- 
ting perſonage, — that of making his "laſt 
will and teſtament. 


« This unfortunate perſon, for he is 
going to leave all his riches behind him, 
is among thoſe ingenious people, whoſe 


induſtry has advanced them in the world 


from very ſmall beginnings to great opu- 
lence. He was the fruit of the tender 


loves of a driver of a ſand-cart and a ein- 


der wench, and having obtained the edu- 
cation of a charity ſchool, he was ſo fortu- 


nate as to be taken into the ſervice of a 


moſt worthy member of the ſynagogue ; 
who, under the appearance of a very ſmall 
pawnbroker's ſhop, kept a very large re- 
ceptacle for ſtolen goods. There he was, 


at a very early age, inſtructed in the know- 


ledge of thoſe petty arts of fraud, rapine 
and extortion „ Which he has himſelf en- 


larged, 
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|  larged, and turned to ſo good an account, 
in the more advanced part of his life, as 
to enable him to die worth an hundred 
thouſand pounds, acquired by theſe arts, 
after having lived, for upwards of thirty 
years, in affluence and luxury. 


He is one of the tribe of money-lend- 
ers,—a moſt uſeful and honourable body 
of men, and who are held in the higheſt 
eſtimation by our confraternity, of whoſe 
intereſts they are very thriving and con- 
ſcientious promoters : indeed, they are 
conſidered to be of ſo much importance 
by our infernal Divan, as to have a par- 
ticular Spirit appointed to watch over their 
concerns, and forward their advantage. 


* Conſider, my dear friend, continued 
the Demon, © how very precious any ſo- 
ciety of men muſt be to us, in whom a 
deſtitution of all principle, honour, ſenti- 
ment and feeling, is eſſential to the per- 
fection of their character.— Sight is not 

. more 


Q wv —= 


IN ENGLAND. 93 


more neceſſary to a painter, or hearing to 
a ſinger, than obduracy of heart and diſ- 
regard of reputation to a money- lender. — 
Their market is in ſcenes of miſery and 
diſtreſs, —of folly and of ruin: Their 
proſperity ariſes alone from the vicious, 
the profligate and the abandoned: — Their 
harpy appetites are ever ready to devour, 
without pity or remorſe, the portion of the 
widow and the fatherleſs.— No tears can 
melt—no entreaties ſoften them. A ſavage 
ſelf-intereſt guards the den of their rugged 
minds from the intruſion of any human 
virtue. But I ſhall not enter, at preſent, 
into a particular deſcription of this claſs 
of people, as ſome curious individuals of 
it will, hereafter, preſent themſelves to our 
examination, in the various ene, 

of their ee | 


766 The good man OF us, „ for 
ſome time, poſſeſſed the very comfortable 
aſſurance, that his abode in this world will 
not be of very long duration; as well as 

4: | the 
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the ſtill more exhilarating reflection, that 
his accounts are not quite ſatisfactorily ſet- 
tled for the next. He, therefore, with his 
uſual prudence and precaution, ſent for a 
clergyman in his neighbourhood, a man of 
the moſt exemplary piety, in order to con- 
ſult with him on the means of arranging 
this important buſineſs in ſuch a manner, 
as to quiet, if poſſible, ſome unpleaſant 
apprehenſions that haraſs and alarm him, 


« This amiable divine, having lived in 

a very contracted ſphere, and giving up 
all his time and attention to the duties of 
his office, had left the world very much 
to itſelf;—and while he offered his daily 
prayers to Heaven to make it better, had 
no idea, till this viſit, that it was worſe 
than he believed it.—He was, there fore, fo 
aſtoniſhed and diſmayed at hearing the ca- 
talogue of offences which his penitent ac- 
knowledged to be the torments of his con- 
ſcience, that it was with great difficulty he 
| could 
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could, in any degree, calm his mind to 


diſcharge the duty before him. Theſe, 


however, were among the beſt actions of 
this repentant ſinner; for had he unfold- 


ed a very few examples of thoſe ruinous 


and deep-laid artifices, which he thought 


proper, for very good reaſons, to keep to 


himſelf, the poor, honeſt clergyman would 


have been deprived, for that day at leaſt, 
of all powers to proceed in the pious work 
of ſpiritual conſolation. 


ce As it was, ſome little time was neceſ- 
ſary to recover the tranquillity of ſpirit 
which was requiſite to his preſent func- 
tions. —He then informed the ſick man, 
that, as the offences which lay heavy upon 
his mind, appeared to conſiſt almoſt en- 


tirely of frauds, reſpecting money tranſ- 


actions, it would be abſolutely neceſſary 
for him to make ample reſtitution to thoſe 


whom he had defrauded; or, if they 


ſhould be dead, to their heirs or repreſen- 
tatives, whoever, or wherever, they might 
: e be; 
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be; and that, unleſs he accompanied his re- 
pentance with ſuch an act of juſtice, which 
could alone prove the ſincerity of his con- 
trition, — he would greatly deceive himſelf, 
if he indulged any expectation of forgive- 
neſs at that tribunal before which he was 
haſtening to appear, — and where no wealth 
could bribe, or artifice deceive, the Judge 
of it. 


e Such doctrine muſt be allowed to be 
ſtrictly orthodox, and in perfect conformi- 
ty to the duty of his office, and the charac- 
ter who pronounced it; but the idea of 
reſtitution, was unfortunately that, of all 
others, which muſt be moſt repugnant to 

whe mind of a money -lender. 


& Reſtitution, was that peculiar word 
in the copious vocabulary of the Engliſh 
language, which he had never been able to 
pronounce himſelf, and could never hear 
pronounced by any other, without curſing 

the tongue chat gave it articulation. He, 
therefore, 
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therefore, without making any reply, hal. 
tily rang the bell, and, after wiſhing the 
doctor a good morning, he drew the cur- 
tains of his bed where he lay, and left the 
ſervant to conduct his ſpiritual viſitor . 
ol the houſe. 


e Though the propoſal of veſtilulion 
irritated and engroſſed his mind for ſome 
time, it could not make him forget that he 
was in a dying condition, and that ſome- 
thing muſt be done, if poſſible, to calm 
the returning diſquietudes of his ſpirit. — 
He accordingly ſent for another reverend 
gentleman, who was one of his coffee 
houſe acquaintance, and Knew the world 
and human nature too well, to think, in 
any circumſtances of life or death, of pro- 
poſing reſtitulion to an uſurer. He there- 
fore, when the ſick man hinted at the 
peccadillos which troubled his conſcience, 
recommended him, as he had no family, 
or near relations, to leave his fortune to 
the purpoſes of charity, and to render his 
Vor. V. F name 
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name not only honourable but immortal, 


from the ſplendour of ſome foundation; 
which, by forming a current of benevo- 
lence that might run for ages, would do 
away, in the eye of Heaven, any ſin 
which had been committed in acquiring 
the wealth which was to be- the fountain 
of it. 


e This doctrine, though not quite ſo 
conſonant to theological principles as that 


which he had already heard, was much 


better ſuited to the weakneſs and vanity of 
the uſurer's mind. It was, in truth, moſt 
admirably adapted to his fituation; and 
to promote that ſelf-deception which could 
alone produce any conſolation to his mind. 


He, therefore, did not heſitate an inſtant 


do expreſs his moſt cordial diſpoſition to 

realize it; and if his reverence had been 
governed by no other views but the eaſe 
of the poor man's mind, and the advance- 
ment of Chriſtian charity, the will would 
have been made without delay, and the in- 
ap | | tention 
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tention of it been very ſhortly put in exe- 
cution,—But amid his benevolent diſpo- 
ſitions for others, ſome little proſpects of 
intereſt occurred to himſelf; and when the 
ſick man urged his immediate advice as to 
the particular mode in which he ſhould ar- 
range the diſpoſition of his fortune, ſo as 
to anſwer, in the beſt poſſible manner, the 
propoſed object of it, - the pious father 
confeſſor thought that a buſineſs of ſo 
much importance ſhould not be done in 
an hurry ; and as he perceived that the pe- 
nitent was not in danger of immediate diſ- 
ſolution, he begged his permiſſion to defer 
the concluſion of the matter before them 
till the following morning; when he under- 
took to produce a plan for his approba- 
tion, the execution of which would place 
the name of the poor flattered uſurer in 
the firſt claſs of charitable founders, of 
this or any other country; and that the 
whole ſhould be ſo completely arranged 
and 3 as to be inſerted in his will 
Þ& © | with- 
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without any trouble but that of tranſcri- 
bing it. 


de The reverend counſellor accordingly 
returned home;—ſent haſtily for his bro- 
ther, who is a proctor in the civil law 
courts, to aſſiſt him; and they ſoon con- 
trived the plan of a charitable inſtitution, 


the eſtabliſhment of which was to be left 
to his ſuperintendence; and when eſta- 


bliſhed, to his direction, with certain ſti- 


pends and advantages to be derived from 
both thoſe ſituations ; ſo that, as he ob- 


ſerved at the time, if the will were but 


made, and the teſtator dead, he would not 


change his OY for any thing ſhort of 
a .MItre, 


ce In the mean time, the old gentle - 
man had deſired his attorney to meet the 
ſpiritual. director the following morning, 
in order that he might complete the in- 
ſtrument, which would purchaſe the par- 
don of Heaven for all his iniquities, b7 


giving 
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giving the whole of his great fortune at his 
death, to a certain claſs of people called 
the poor; to one of whom this ſingular 
man had-never given a farthing during the 
whole courſe of his life. 


ec Tt will here, however, be neceſſary 
to inform you, that this man's pleaſures 
were not entirely confined to the getting of 
money.—He enjoyed his luxuries, —and 
among them, he ſupported a very beautiful 
woman, in the beſt ſtile of elegant life, — 
and to-whom, in the hours of his doating 
tenderneſs; he had promiſed to bequeath 
the wealth he ſhould leave behind him.— 
She has, therefore, been for ſome time, di- 
recting all her thoughts, and employing 
all her arts, to ſuch an e in- 
tereſt. We, 


© In the late viſits ſhe paid to her friend, 

ſhe found his ſituation to be fuch as would 

by no means juſtify the riſk of recalling 

his former and reiterated promiſes to his 
F 3 remem 
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remembrance. She, therefore, determined 
to let her carefles and endearments wear no 
other appearance than their uſual guiſe of 
tender affection; and wait till ſome favour- 
able opportunity offered, which had not 
yet occurred, or till her better genius ſug- 
geſted the means of commanding "=D 

< In this emergency, ſhe conceived and 
practiſed a manceuvre that ſeemed to be 
the offspring of ſuch a ſuggeſtion. This 


Was no leſs than to ſend for the confiden- 


tial attorney of her protector; and, having 
bribed him to communicate what he 


knew of the buſineſs, ſhe made a propoſal, 


which was inſtantly realized into an en- 
gagement, to accompany him to the altar, 
in caſe her name ſhould be inſerted as the 
principal legatee, i in the laſt will and teſta- 
ment he was about to ſettle for their com- 


mon friend. 


% The next morning, therefore, when 
all the parties were aſſembled to execute 
| this 


N EN O LASV. 103 
this important buſineſs, the reverend and 
ſpiritual counſellor read to the teſtator the 
plan he had formed for the pious and cha- 
ritable foundation; which, after the pay- 
ment of his debts, that were very ſmall, 
and his funeral expences, that would not be 
very great, was to empldy the whole of 
his ample fortune. This part of the cere- 
mony being performed with the moſt be- 


coming ſolemnity, the ſick man taking | 


his pious friend by the hand, expreſſed his 
obligations to him, again and again, for 
the real comfort he had adminiſtered, and 
the wiſe counſel he had afforded to him; 
and, in a tone of impatience, deſired the at- 
torney to tranſcribe the whole without 
delay, in all the neceſſary forms, as he 
was very anxious to perform this laſt, and, 
to uſe his own expreſſion, this beſt act of 
his life that he might have no further in- 
terruption in contemplating the better 


ſtate, to which he hoped ſuch an employ- 


ment of his fortune would ſecure him a 
final admiſſion. © 3 Fes 4. 
8 ; . F 4 66 The 
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The lawyer however, who, among 
other wiſe maxims, had adopted the prin- 
ciple, that charity begins at home,'—and 
preferred, as many other excellent men of 
his profeſſion are known to do, his own 
temporal intereſts, to the eternal happineſs 
of all mankind, - perceived, with no com- 
mon concern, that the plan arranged be. 
tween the lady and himſelf would be totally 
deſtroyed, if this laſt will and teſtament 
ſhould be executed according to his pre- 
ſent inſtructions.— As it was not, however, 
in the line of his profeſſion to make any 
objection to the matter of the bequeſt, he 
availed himſelf of the Privilege he might 
be allowed to poſſeſs, of gaining at leaſt a 
little time, by ſtriking boldly at the manner 
of it. He, therefore, as an act of profeſ- 
ſional duty, repreſented the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity there was to guard the diſpoſition 

of ſo large a fortune againſt any poſſibility 
of future objection, hinted at the oppoſi- 
tion which the Court of Chancery always 
makes to e of every kind ,—mut- 
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tered a incoherent, unintelligible ex- 
preſſions relative to the Statute of Mort- 
main, and concluded with his ſolemm opi- 
nion, that the firſt Counſel ſhould be con- 
ſulted on the important occaſion. 


. ©. The ſick man, which in every part of 
his life, had been-accuſtomed to the tricks 
and chicanery of lawyers, . expreſſed the 
moſt anxious wiſh that this laſt act of it 
ſhould ſet them at defiance. He, therefore, 
not only. gave his immediate aſſent to the 
propoſal, but declared his obligations to 
the attorney for having . ſuggeſted it. | 
The worthy clergyman alſo, who conſi- 
dered himſelf as deeply intereſted in the le- 
gal forms of this teſtamentary arrangement, 
was equally deſirous that it ſnould be pla- 
ced beyond the reach of future litigation; 
and therefore enforced the propoſition. tos 
ſubmit the form of the will to the examina- 
tion and correction of the moſt eminent 
practitioners in the conveyancing branch 
of law practice: but, at the ſame time, 
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very conſiderately recommended all poſſible 
diſpatch, that the mind of his friend might 
not be difturbed, or his pious contempla- 
tions interrupted, by any unneceſſary at- 
tention to the concerns of the world. 


& It may, perhaps, continued the De- 


mon, be proper to inform you, as a 


matter of ſome little curioſity, that the 
word-di/patch, in the vocabulary of a law- 


yer, has, by no means, the ſame accepta- 


tion which is annexed to it in the gene- 


ral dictionary of mankind : and, in this 


particular inſtance, there were ſome very 
powerful reaſons, —of which, though you 
are made acquainted with them, the prin- 
Cipal parties were entirely gnorant, — that 
tended to confirm the profeſſional defini- 
tion of it.— The attorney, therefore, left 
the company in great apparent haſte;—bur, 
inſtead of going to lay the will in queſ- 
tion before any eminent perſonage of the 
law, he proceeded, by way of diſpatching 


— n to — his fair copartner 
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| with the very unexpected account of what 

had happened, and to have a little petti - 
coat conſultation with her, on the mea» 
ſures which muſt be immediately taken to 
forward their mutual projects. 


ce In this dilemma, it was determined by 
theſe two worthy people, that a will ſhould 
be formed to favour her pretenſions, and 
that he ſhould. contrive to get it executed 
by the dying man, during the abſence of 
the raſcal of a clergyman, in a firm belief 
that it was the charitable teſtament to which 
he had already conſented.—It is on this 
very buſineſs that you have now the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing them together. 


4 But the habits of life attend poor 
mortals to their end; and though this 
poor, good, man cared not how many peo- 
ple ſigned the papers he preſented to them, 
without examination, it had ever been a 
favourite article of his religion, never to 


Write his own name, be the occaſion what 
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it might, without/a, moſt minute attention 
to all poſſible conſequences of his ſigna- 
ture.— When, therefore, the will, which 


he had directed to be prepared, was read 


over to him, and the attorney was in the 
act of placing the inſtrument, of his own. 
preparing, for execution, — the ſick man 


very unexpectedly called for his ſpectacles, 


and declared his intention of taking a cur- 
ſory· view of the parchment himſelf. —This 
circumſtance, as may well be. ſuppoſed, 
baffled this cunning project, at the moment 


when ſucceſs ſeemed. on the point of 


crowning it. But the lawyer, under pre- 
tence of ſome miſtake in copying the ori- 


ginal draft, has contrived to delay the final 
completion of the buſineſs till to-morrow, 


in order to renew his attempt, as he hopes, 
wich better fortune. 


The clergyman is waiting at home, in 
a painful ſtate of impatience, to receive 
the expected invitation to attend on the 


impor — 
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important buſineſs which he has ſo cun- 
ningly contrived; and is curſing the law- 
yers, with all the malice of a prieſt, for 
their unſeaſonable delay: — But the whole 
will be ſhortly ſettled, in a manner very 
different indeed from the expectations, 
and in direct oppoſition to the wiſhes, of 
all the parties concerned in it; for that 
grim conveyancer, called Death, will, this 
very evening, execute a deed that pre- 
cludes every other.— In ſhort, the will has 
been ſo long deferred, that the money- 
lender will die inteſtate ;—and his wealth, 
inſtead of pampering the truſtees of an 
uſeleſs charity, or elevating a proſtitute to 
be the wife of an attorney, will deſcend to 
a nephew, a very worthy man, whom he 
would never ſee or acknowledge, who 
has long been a clerk in the accompting- 
houſe of a merchant at Rotterdam, and 
not only enjoys the confidence of his em- 
ployers, but the eſteem of all who know 
him.“ | 


? 
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* This, ſaid Don Cleofas, © is a very 
pleaſant, though I fear rather a rare, exam- 
= ple of things taking their right courſe, in 
j pite of the church and the law.— But do, 
= I beg of you, ſatisfy my curioſity as to the 

manner in which the diſappointed parties 
will conſole themſelves,” 


mon, ſhe will find ſome comfort in a 
large pocket - book of bank- notes, which, 
being alone with her gallant when he 

| | was ſeized with the fit that preceded his 

| laſt ilneſs, —ſhe contrived, without much 
| difficulty, to transfer from his pocket to 


her own;—and, in the alarm for his eternal 


concerns which ſucceeded, he. had totally 
forgot this pretty little packet of temporal 
intereſts.— The parſon and the attorney 
have agreed to join in ſecuring the favour 
of the heir at law, by perſuading him 
that he is indebted to them for his for- 
tune,—by delaying the execution of a will, 
which would have conveyed it from him.— 
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As ſuch an aſſertion is founded in fact, and 
as they will only relate juſt ſo much of the 
matter as will ſerve their purpoſe, it is not 
impoſſitle but they may have more ſuc- 
ceſs with the nephew than they Ti with | 
the uncle.“ 


ee But, if JI miſtake not, ſaid the 
Count, * there is, in the very next houſe, 
another ſcene of a laſt will and teſtament;— 
for I ſee a chamber half full of people, and 
a ſick perſon in bed dictating to a young 
man who is writing at a table beſide it.“ 


It is even ſo,” anſwered Aſmodeus; 
«but this hiſtory is ſo different from the laſt, 
that you will ſcarce know how to credit 
ſuch a diſſimilitude, in two tranſactions 
of a ſimilar nature. — This poor, worthy, 
old faſhioned gentleman, is ſurrounded by a 
tribe of children and grand - children; — his 
dying chamber has no viſitor from the 
church or the law; — and ſo far is he from 
—_ death, or 2 it as a ſub- 
| ject 


—ä— 2 — — — — — — 


— — 3 — —— — 


+ 


—— — 


4 
_— 
+ i 
3 
i i 
+ 44 
q 
2 
{- i .Þ 
. 
1 1H 
} ; 
, 


Fd 


I12 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


ject of alarm, that he looks upon it mere: 


ly as a journey, —the manner of which he 
chuſes to order himſelf.— He is according- 


ly, at this moment, employed in arrang- 
ing the ceremonials of his funeral, with 
as much care and attention as if it were 
ſome particular feſtival of pleaſure. The 
perſons he wiſhes to be invited to attend 


him to his grave,—the different ſtations: 


they are to hold on the occaſion, — the de- 
corations of his hearſe, - the inſcription 
on his coffin, - the ſculpture of his tomb, 


the number of mourning:- rings, ſcarfs, 


gloves, and hatbands, which are to be diſ- 
tributed, the quantity of baked meats 
which are to furniſh out the funeral ban- 


quet,—are all minutely dictated to one of 
his grandſons, who is writing them down 
befide him.—When he has mentioned all 


the various circumſtances which he is anxi- 
ous ſhould conſtitute the ceremonial that 


1s to form the convoy of his remains to. 


their laſt home,—and having the whole read 
over to him,—he will charge his family, 


in 
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in the moſt ſolemn manner, to ſee all thefe, 
his laſt injunctions, faichfully fulfilled ;— 
and when he has received their united pro- 
miſes to. obey his commands, —he will 
conſider the laſt duties of his life to be 
fully diſcharged, —and die in peace.” 


e This,“ (exclaimed Don Cleofas, “ is 
a molt extraordinary ſcene indeed; and 
though by no means ſo intereſting, if 
you will permit me to uſe the expreſſion, 
as that which preceded,—it fills me with 
an equal, if not a ſuperior degree of aſto- 
niſnment. “ 


ee The laſt ſcene of life,” obſerved the 
Demon, * like the ſcenes in every part of 
it, ſupplies us with examples of human 
weakneſs and caprice, as well as of human 
ſtrength and wiſdom.— And as a curious 
inſtance of the former, be ſo obliging as 
to direct your moſt earneſt attentions to 
the room over the ſhop to the right of us, 
where you will ſee another dying man, 
| 5 who 
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who is quitting life in a very different 
way from any you have yet ſeen, or will, 
probably, ever ſee again, though you were 
to attain to patriarchal longevity. 


© It would, moſt aſſuredly, be the 
height of impertinence in me, replied 
the Count, “ to make the leaſt heſitation 
n giving credit to you, whoſe faculties can 
pervade all ex terior appearances, and per- 


ceive what is paſſing behind them: but, to 
my mind, I never ſaw, in my life, any 


thing leſs like a ſcene of death, than the 


chamber to which your worſhip has been 
pleaſed particularly to direct my atten- 


tion. All that I ſee, is a little, old man, 
eating his dinner and drinking his wine as 
if he were beginning life, inſtead of con- 
cluding it; while his company polſeſs an 
appearance of jollity and merriment, as 
if they were laughing with the goſſips at a 
chriſtening, inſtead of preparing for the 
Gentiles of a funeral. — Perhaps this 


pleafant faciety may be of the ſame opi- 


£5, vv ” | ; nion 


nt nion which hiſtory relates of the Thra- 
Il cians,—who were ſaid to have had the 
re WF cuſtom among them of weeping over the 
cradle, and rejoicing beſide the grave.” 


le 6e I will excuſe your introducing the ga Aue 


d Thracians,“ anſwered the Demon, on 
n the occaſion; hut, notwithſtanding all 
n chat living ſcene which you behold, the 
good man, whom you ſee cating with ſuch 
Lan hearty appetite, and to whoſe Bons mots 
ve are indebted for thoſe ſucceſſive peals 
of laughter which reach us in our elevated 
ſtuation,—has, I aſſure you, a WP _ 
time ta live. 


« He 15 been very feriouly informed 
by his phyſicians, whom he conſulted for a 
dropſy, with which he has been ſome time 
afflicted, - that if he continued his uſual 
courſe of good living, his life would be of 
very ſhort duration; that he muſt ſubmit 
to regimen, or ſubmit to die.— As he gave 
the dactors their fees, he told them, fmis 


=, 
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ling, that he ſhould take the chance of 
© Zhe die—and would, therefore, diſpenſe 
© with any more of their attendance.” He 

| is a very pleaſant fellow, and has long been 
_ a convert to the Epicurean notion, that 
life without its pleaſures, is not worth ha- 


ving.— He is, therefore, determined to con- i 
tinue that convivial intemperance which 
forms all his ſatisfaction, and take the 
chance of the conſequences that may fob : 
ee ee . 
| ee But this is not all;—this gentleman | 
| has been through life a very -celebrated : 
1 punſter; and an excellence in the ready, 
= whimfical application of equivocal expreſ- 
| | | fion, feeds his vanity to the moment he is 
| | about to quit it. For, incredible as it may | 
| | appear, the. fact is, that no ſooner had the 
| | | faculty pronounced ſentence of death upon 
3 him, than he immediately left a lodging | 
il where he had lived, to his liking, for. 
'| many years, and has taken up his abode | 
| at a /oemakey's, for no other reaſon what- 
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ever, but to die; as it were, in acting, when 


> he can no longer ſpeak, a pun.— He has 
: accordingly informed his friends of his 
E 


ſituation, earneſtly requeſting they will not 
delay to come and ſee him, —and expreſſes 
his hopes that they will find him n at 


the Laſt,” 


ce When you firſt propoſed the courſe of 
this day's obſervations,” ſaid Don Cleofas, : 
« I felt a ſecret repugnance at the ſolemn . 
progreſs you had been pleaſed to mark out 
* for me; but I perceive, that though Death 
Lever varies his horrid ſhape, and bears 
every claſs of mankind to the ſame un- 
c changeable period, life dances on in all its 
various forms, till the equaliſing power 
cloaths them in the ſame garb, and gives 
b them the ſame complexion. 


n | | „ _— 
* « Though the circumſtance which at - 
5 tracts my notice,” continued the Count, 


ge may not be immediately connected witn 
our preſent occupation, it may afford a lit- 
tle 
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tle relaxation from the gravity of it, if 


you will be ſo kind as to inform me con- 
cerning the ſignification of that armorial 
emblazonment, which ſeveral workmen are 
employed in fixing to the front of a white 
houſe, at no great diſtance from the apart- 


ment of the dying punſter. It is, I pre- 


ſume, a mark of public diſtinction, grant. 
ed for ſome public ſervice performed by the 


inhabitant of the building on which it is 


placed.” 


It is a very proper ſubject of your at- 
tention,” anſwered the Devil upon Two 
Sticks; for it has nothing to do with life: 
on the contrary, it is a memorial of death, 
and informs the paſſenger that the miſtreſs 
of the manſion has quitted it for ever. 


« She was a pleaſant, tender- hearted 
woman, and has fallen a ſacrifice to the 
delicate ſenſibilities of her character. Tou 
will, I am fure, pity her fate, when I in- 

form you, that ſhe actually died from vexa- 
IVY " 1 | tion 
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tion and diſappointment, becauſe her huſ- 
band ſold an elegant Villa which had in- 
jured his fortune in building, and would 
have ruined him to maintain in the ſtyle 
of extravagance ſuited to her taſte and in- 
clinations. Such is the caprice of the hu- 
man mind,—or rather, to ſpeak more phi- 
loſophically, —ſuch is the imperfection of 
human happineſs :—The deſire of chat 
which cannot be poſſeſſed, muſt occaſion 
diſcontent, in any ſituation of life ;—and- 
the poor man who wants a coat, may not 
ferl more diſtreſs than the rich man who 
ſighs after a ribbon. Difappoirted ambi- 
tion has broken, at leaſt, as many hearts 
as poverty itſelf, with its dreaded train of 
evils—Nay, the Joſs of beauty has ſome- 
times given, and will again give, pre- 
mature ſubjects to the realms of death. 


ec Tf I were a ſovereign myſelf,” ſaid: 
Don Cleofas, ** I ſhould never find philo! 
ſophy ſufficient to ſurvive the loſs of my 
k.ngdom.—lr does not, therefore, ſurpriſe 
me, 
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me, that the . ſudden diſſolution of the 


moſt flattering of all empires, the domi. 
nion over hearts, ſhould prove a mortal 
diſappointment to a weak and vain woman, 


Not but I truſt there are many of the ſex 


who would even bear the loſs of beauty,— 
at leaſt without breaking their hearts,” 


1 acknowledge the truth of your opi- 


nion, anſwered Aſmodeus; © and will 


even confirm it by an opinion of my own, 
—that the generality, if not all, of thoſe 


who would be deeply affected at the ſud- 


den, accidental loſs of their perſonal charms, 
owe the malignity of their diſappointment 


not to any original defect in their nature, 
but to the mode of their education, which 


almoſt univerſally tends, from their very 
cradles, to render their perſons the firſt and 
darling object of their attention. — Their 
ee in the nurſery, — their governeſſes in 

e ſchool- room, their mothers in the draw- 
ing room, — and the men every where, en- 


courage the idea, that beauty is the moſt 


= | elevating 
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elevating and important poſſeſſion of fe- 
male youth. The lecture, it is true, may 
be given to the mind, but the principal 
care and attention is paid to the form. A 
faſhionable mother, who has an handſome 
daughter, will inſtruct the underſtanding, 
or leave it to be inſtrutted by others, with 
comparative indifference ; but will arrange 


the decoration of her perſon, and ſhape 


the decorum, or, in other words, the arti- 
fices of behaviour, with the moſt minute 
regard, and all the warmeſt feelings of 


maternal affection. If it were in our way, 
at preſent, which it may be hereafter, to 


diſcover the preciſe arrangements of time 
employed in the beſt modern female edu- 


cation, we ſhould find, I believe, the part | 
of it that relates to the toilette, engroſ- 


ſing a proportion which would leave you 


to wonder how women are ſuch rational 


beings as you, in general, find them.— In- 
deed, to ſpeak the truth of the women of 
faſhion, it is more owing to their vanity 
than their virtue, to the mortification 
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which attends the loſs of character, than 


a fenſe of honour in the poſſeſſion of it, — 


that they preſerve themſelves from the dan- 
gers with which their education and the 
manners of the world ſo continually ſur- 


round them. 


<«« But to quit this profing ſtrain of mo- 
rality,” continued Aſmodeus, © do me 
the favour to ſay if you can diſcover any 
thing in that room, whoſe windows are 
ſo cautiouſly guarded by ſhades and Ja- 
louſies, from the glare of unwelcome light, 
and the prying curiofity of oppoſite 
neighbours ?” © To tell you the truth,” 
anſwered Don Cleofas, I am equally ex- 


cluded with? both the one and the other, 


from this intereſting chamber ; and ſhall, 
I believe, remain in an equal ſtate of im- 
poſſibility to view whatever rarities it may 
contain, if you do not think proper to re- 
move the obſtacles that are -placed before 
it; or to lend me, for the occaſion, the 


lynx" s beam, which may enable me to ſee 


through 
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through them.“ T hat might eafily be 
Contr ived,” replied the Demon; © and if 


it were neceſſary, I ſhould not heſitate to 


communicate to you the pervading facul- 
ty :—But as the hiſtory I am about to 
relate, would gain very little, if any thing, 
from your being admitted to a ſight of the 
object of it, I will proceed to relate it to 
you without ſuch a needleſs and uninte- 
reſting preparation.“ 


A Sketch of the Life of a BEAurv. 


« Cectlia's father was a gentleman of 
confiderable landed property in a weſtern 
county of this kingdom; and her mother 
the ſiſter of an Iriſh peer, of modern crea- 
tion.— They had, at a very early period, 
{ought the bands of Hymen, where many 
others have gone to ſeek them, on the other 
fide of the Tweed; and, conſidering the 


general conſequences of runaway marriages, 


had lived in tolerable cordiality and good 
| | "+ humour 
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humour with each other. They had two 
children; a ſon, who having the promiſe 
of good parts, was educated by the father, 
to politics and party, with a view of get- 
ting a peerage for his family; —and a 
daughter, who having the promiſe of great 
beauty, was educated by the mother, with 
a view of getting a peer for her huſband, 
But as it was the object of the former to 
elevate his rank, and, of courſe, to keep 
his eſtate undiminiſhed by a daughter's 
fortune, it became the ſole ſtudy of the 
latter to make her daughter ſo rich in 
charms and accompliſhments, as to render 
a marriage portion wholly unneceſſary.— 
She was, therefore, educated by her affec- 
tionate parent upon the ſame principles 
that a dealer employs 1 in W an horſe 
for ſale. | 


Yo . as che grew up, more than 
anſwered her mother's expectation ;—na- 
ture, as if ſhe wiſhed to favour the views 
of the parents, had laviſhed her choiceſt 
5 bounties 
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bounties on the form and features of their 
daughter,—She was lovely beyond any de- 


ſcription, and her education had but one 


object, which was, to qualify her to diſ- 
play her various perfections by the illuſ- 
Tang aid of accompliſhments and man- 


ners. 


« So well, indeed, had the young lady 
been inſtructed, and fo ready had ſhe 
proved to receive inſtruction, that before 


ſhe had attained her ſeventeenth year, ſhe 


knew, with the moſt accurate preciſion, 
when to ſmile, and when to frown,— 


with whom ſhe was to practiſe reſerve, or 


to whom ſhe was 'to pay attentions,—at 


what moment ſhe was to be encloſed with 


dignity, and the preciſe occaſion when ſhe 
was to diflolve in condeſcenſion.— The 
highly decorated dreſs for a ball, or the 
ſimple. zYgligg for a breakfaſt table: the 
Amazonian habit for the morning,” or the 
robe of careleſs arrangement for the even- 
ing, with every intermediate form of toi- 
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lette embelliſhment, were underſtood by 
her, in all their varieties and effects. To 
every act and motion ſhe knew how, on tlie 
inſtant, to give the appropriate grace; nor 
did ſhe ever enter a room, but ſhe immedi. 
ately diſcovered, with all the ſkill of a 
painter, where to place the lovel y portrait 
of herlclt, 


on «It is almoſt unneceſſary to inform you, 
that ſo charming a creature, in the firſt 
bloom of youth, and enriched with every 
accompliſhment, and I might add, every 
art of her ſex, attracted the eye of admi- 
ration wherever ſhe appeared. — Cecilia 
had lovers in plenty, — and almoſt as 
-many propoſals of marriage as lovers;— 
bur though ſeveral of them were ſuch as 
would not have been refuſed on gereral 
principles; yet as they all, more or leſs, 
implied an expectation of ſuch a fortune 
as might reaſonably be demanded from a 
man of Her father's ſituation and property, 
they had a tendency rather unfavourable 
| 0 
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to the family object of marrying her with · | 


out any fortune at all, 


« But as the declaration of ſuch an in- 
tention, when formally made, though it 
might not have checked ſome of the more 
paſſionate of her admirers, would have 
given a very painful wound to the young 
lady's conſequence, as well as to the pride 
of her family, another mode was adopted 
for the attainment of their favourite object, 


which, though of a much leſs honourable 
nature, as it was only known to the par- 


ties concerned, would ſave their feelings 
the mortification that might otherwiſe have 
ariſen from the obſervations and opinions 
of the world. 


* This admirable plot was nothing leſs 
than to encourage the paſſion of a young 
nobleman, the heir of a great title and 
large fortune, who was on duty with a re- 
giment of militia in the neighbourhood. 
The young lord was violently enamoured, 
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—and the young lady, acting under mater. 
nal inſtructions, —did nothing, as you may 
be aſſured, to leſſen the ardour of his at- 
tachment ; — and as he feared to inform his 
father of the ſituation of his heart, —and 
ſhe dared not communicate to her mother 
the ſtate of her mind, there was but one 
way open to their mutual happineſs ;—and 
that way led to Scotland, —where they 
were married. The young lady in a ſhort 
time returned with her young lord, to her 
father's houſe ;—who, after ſome aſſumed 
awkwardnefſes on his part,—and a great 
deal of ſincere interpoſition on the part of 
ner mother, ſuffered his conſent to be ob- 
rained, that the young people ſhould re- 
main with, him till Lord - was dif- 
poſed,—as he had every reaſon to believe 
would very ſoon be the caſe, —to be recon- 
ciled to this unexpected marriage. 


6-4 


* The old peer, at firſt, felt an immo- 
derate degree of indignation at the conduct 
of his ſon but as he was his only child, — 


* 
2 
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and the laſt ſtock of an ancient and ho- 
nourable family, — he ſoon began to cool in 
his reſentment ;—and as the lady who had 
become his daughter, was in a rank of life 
by no means unſuitable to his own, —he 
began, in a very few days after he had re- 
ceived the intelligence of his ſon's marri- 
age, to feel an inclination to be reconciled | 
to the young people; — and the friends 
whom he conſulted on the occaſion, hap- 
pening, very fortunately for all parties, to 
be perſons of underſtanding.— they adviſed 
him in the moſt urgent manner, to indulge 
the eee, ſentiment. WS. 


«© Their good counſels being in perfect 
concord with his good diſpoſitions, he 
declared his intention to be governed by 
them ;—and accordingly diſpatched a meſ- 
ſenger, to invite his ſon to return home, 
and bring his bride along with him.—This 
pleaſing command was obeyed with all the 
haſte of extreme ſatisfaction ;—and Cecilia 
was inſtructed how to act, in order to win 

Gs _ a father, 


3.8 Þzvir vron Two sricks 
i : 9 5 


a father, as ſhe had gained an huſband.— 
She was fully equal to the. tak aizned 
her ;—and every arrangement of perſon 
and behaviour was ſtudiouſly contrived and 
conſidered, in order to produce the effe& 
of cordial reconciliation. 


The old nobleman had been a man 
of gallantry in his youth, and retained the 
decent remains of his early diſpoſitions to 

the preſent period of his life, —But though 
pateraal affection, as well as his natural 
pride, had been very much affected by 
what he termed a very unfriendly, as well 
as undutiful, conduct in his ſon; he had 
declaxci}, again and again, to his chaplain, 
over their evening wine, — that if the un- 
lucky, hypocritical rogue had, after all, 
married a fine girl, as he had reaſon to 
| hope; from his having run away with her, 
he would not meet 150 with a ſour look: 

But, he would add, if the filly rafcal had 
brought an ugly minx into the family, he 
ai mug he Was wum a month of 

8 | a chreeſcore 8 
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threeſcore, would marry the firſt handſome 


woman who would have him, to ſave the 
honour of his name. 


* Such was the temper of his mind, 


when, as he was looking from the library 
window. into his park, he ſaw the chaiſe 
approaching, whoſe arrival was to bring 


joy or diſappointment along with it. 


He, therefore, retired in a ſtate of uncom- 
mon agitation, to the drawing - room and 


before he could compoſe himſelf into that 


dignity of appearance which he conceived 


to be ſuitable to the occaſion, the love- 


lieſt creature he had ever beheld was at his 


ſcet; and, as ſhe kiſſed his hand, declared 


ſhe would never riſe from that poſture till 
he had accepted the promiſed duty of her 


life, as an atonement for one breach of 
it, committed by her huſband f- there 


ſhe reſolved to remain till ſhe had re- 
conciled the beſt ſon to the moſt honour- 
ed father. 

-G66 7» 
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« The old peer, who thought he ſaw 
an angel on her knees before him, was 
ſome time before he recovered from the 
contending feelings of joy and aſtonith- 
ment; at length he caught her in his arms, 
and called her his charming daughter :— 
He then embraced his ſon, —thanked him 
in the warmeſt terms of acknowledement 
for adding ſo much beauty to his family, 
and declared that hour to be the happieſt 
of his life. He danced about the room as 
if he himſelf had been the enchanted bride- 
groom 3 and the lovely object of all his 
joy was obliged to employ her prevailing 
perſuaſions to moderate thoſe tranſports, 
' which, befides the ridiculous appearance 
they aſſumed, were at laſt too much for 
his ftrength, and began to alarm them, 
from the very violent agitation of his ſpi- 
"rits which they occaſioned. 5 
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« The following FR he was more calm, 
dut not leſs happy; and Cecilia, who did 
not  negle& thoſe attentions which ſhe 

thought 
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thought neceſſary to ſecure her future ob- 
jects, took an opportunity, in anſwer to 
ſome of his complimentary congratula- 
tions, to beg his kind permiſſion to diſ- 
patch a meſſenger to inform her father and 


mother of his parental favour, and to put 


an end to the painful ſuſpenſe of their hap- 
pineſs, by aſſuring them of the conſum- 


mate ſtate of her own. This requeſt 


was no ſooner made, than an expreſs was 
ſent to invite them, in the moſt preſſing 
manner, to come and ſee their daughter at 
a place where ſhe was miſtreſs of all: and 
they were no ſooner arrived, than Lord 
——=— deſired Cecilia to acquaint her 
father, that he had already given inſtruc- 
tions to his lawyer to prepare ſettlements 


equal to her merit and his rank; and that, 


as a Proof of the entire ſatisfaction he felt 
in his ſon's choice, he ſhould conſider it as 
a perſonal affront, if the leaſt hint was 
given of adding a marriage portion to 
the invaluable treaſure the already poſſeſ- 
ſed in herſelf, 
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„ Thus was every object attained tg 


which Cecilia's beauty had been directed. 


In her preſent elevated ſituation ſhe enjoyed 
all the happineſs that could be. derived 


from fortunate beauty. The aſſiduous at- 


tentions of an amiable huſband, — the la- 
viſh affect ion of a doting father, — the 
ſplendour of a great fortune, and the gaze 
of fond admiration wherever ſhe went. | 


all contributed to her ſatisfaction.— But 
.amid{t theſe ſingular and various advanta- 
ges, Cecilia had but one object of regard, 
and that was herſelf.— She eſteemed her 
huſband, — and ſhe felt ſomething like gra- 


titude to her father-in-law; but her at- 


tentions and intereſts were to the figure 
which her glaſs reflected when ſhe ſtood be- 


fore it. For when the old Lord died, ſhe 
did not ſhed a tear ;—and when, about two 


years after, ſhe loſt her: huſband, her mind 


was principally. occupied in conſidering 


bon the weeds, of widowhood would be: 
come her. It is true ſhe wore the appear- 
ance of ſorrow on the occaſion, — and 


they 
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they who ſaw the tears on her checks, 
placed them to the account of tender af- 
ſection, and conjugal regret ;—but thoſe 
ſentiments had no concern in unlocking 
the ſources of her grief. She wept at no- 
thing more than the mortifying reflection, 


that the tyranny of cuſtom would hide her 


for a certain number of months from the 
world, and that the period of her mourn- 


ing, was ſo much precious time loſt to 


thoſe enjoyments which conſtituted the 
happineſs of her life. Nor did the wi- 
dowed Counteſs reaſon in oppoſition to 
thoſe principles which had hitherto go- 


verned all her thoughts and actions. 


« She was not twenty- five, — and every 


trait of perſonal beauty continued its un- 


impaired luſtre. She poſſeſſed high rank, 


—a jointure of three thouſand pounds a 
year, — and other flattering advantages of 
fortune and luxury. — She did not think 
more highly of her ſituation than it de- 


ſerved, when ſhe imagined that, admired 
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as ſhe hitherto had been, in the character 
of a wife, ſhe ſhould be adored in her 
pre eſent free and unſhackled ſtate; Nor 
were her expectations very unreaſonable, 
that, being once again a ſingle woman, 
with every advantage and attraction of 
that condition, ſhe ſhould be followed and 
ſought in marriage by the firſt men in the 
kingdom; and that, being in a ſtate of 
ſuperior independence, ſhe might indulge 
in all the glory of female dominion, till 
fatiated with its pleaſures, the ſhould chuſe 
to command the completion of her vanity, 
by 8 to the calm 8 55 of a ducal 
coronet. 2 


"LIP The picture is animated,” faid Don 
Cleofas, © and female vanity comes for- 
ward with no common effect from your 
canvas:—as it is a powerful engine of 
your art, it is alſo a favourite ſubject of 
your eloquence.” Be that as it may, 
anſwered the Demon, © you, I am ſure, 
will acknowledge, that in thoſe defcriptions 
| 8 of 
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of the Bum Deut WIe E Made t Biden 


given you, I never failed to do equal juſ- 
tice to the virtues, as well as the failings of 
either ſex.—I ſhall, therefore, with your 
Lordſhip's permiſſion, continue my im- 
portant and intereſting ſtory. 


ce You will not wonder,” continued 


Aſmodeus, that with ſuch diſpoſitions, 


and in ſuch expectations, as I have de- 


ſcribed our heroine to poſſeſs, ſhe ſhould 


ſicken at the tedious, unmeaning, and ſenſe- 


leſs decencies of faſhionable widowhood. 


But time is continually paſſing on in one 


continual pace, which, though it cannot 


be ſhortened by the happy, nor quickened 


by the wretched, will not fail, in its due 
courſe, to put an end to the joys of the 


one and the ſorrows of the other. The 


impatient period, therefore, at length ar- 
rived, when the beauteous widow came 
forward from behind the cloud that had, 
for ſome time, obſeured her from the 
public eye; and, —which you might not, 
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perk expect to hear,—every dream of 


her vanity was fulfilled. All the homage 
which could flatter beauty, was paid to her 
charms,—and all the pleaſure that could 
reſult from the gratifications of the moſ 
boundleſs vanity, ſhe fully enjoyed :— 


_And, to conclude the whole, when the re. 


petition of theſe various ſweets palled upon 


ber mind, a ducal coronet was laid at her 


feet, and by an hand that would confer 


the higheſt honour even on her accept- 


ance.” 


| 5 I have,” interrupted the Count, ce fol- 
lowed this alluring beauty, ſtep by ſtep, 
through the delightful path which an en- 


| amoured fortune has appeared to conduct 
her, to the preſent ſummit of her gratificd 
ambition. — And now, my diſappointment 


will be inexpreſſibly pleaſing to me, if! 
ſhould not find that ſome ſwinging misfor- 
tune is prepared to overtake her. I am 


really alarmed at the idea of looking for- 
. leaſt I ſhould behold this brilliant 


luminary ) 
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juminary, which gave ſo much luſtre to 
the world of faſhion, obſcured by ſome 
impenetrable cloud of SES or ſet- 
ting for ever in the grave.” 


& It is not for me,” ſaid the Demon, 
* to invent ſtories for the amuſement of 
your fancy, but to relate facts for the in- 
ſtruction of your mind; and if your tender 
apprehenſions are ſo much alarmed, as to 
render it oſfenſive to your delicate ſenſa- 
tions, for me to continue the ſequel of 


Cecilia's hiſtory, we will, if you pleaſe, 


leave the fair lady in the ſplendid poſition 
to which my narrative has conducted her, 
and paſs on to ſome other object.” 


« I feel the impertinence of my inter- 
ruption,” replied Don Cleofas; © and 
moſt humbly intreat your worſhip to con- 
tinue your relation; for, after all, I am 
not without a ſmall propenſity to peep 
behind thoſe falouſſes, and ſee whether 
this paragon of beauty has not received 

ſome 
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ſome embelliſhments from the colouring * 
of your eloquence.” f A 


& I ſhould treat you as you deſerve, 
my good friend,” anſwered Aſmodeus, 
c if I were to puniſh your interruptions, 

by refuſing to indulge your curiofity with 
any further information concerning the 
object of your preſent attention but per- 
haps I ſhall do it more effectually, by an 
aſſurance, that if I were to introduce you in- 
to Cecilia's chamber, you would not be able 
form a right judgment of the truth or falſe- 
hood of my deſcriptions ; — for, though 
by no means defpoiled of every charm, ſhe, 
alas! is no longer that cunning pattern of 
excelling beauty which I have hitherto ſo 


warmly, and, indeed, ſo juſtly repreſented b 
her to be.” 
J have been trembling,” ſaid the 


Count, © for ſome time, with the appre- 
henſion of this unwelcome intelligence;— 
and my mind has foreboded the cruel re- 


verſe 
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verſe which you are about to reveal to me. 


—To ſuch a woman, the loſs of life muſt 


{tind in no compariſon with the loſs of 


beauty; — and I do honeſtly declare, that 
it would not touch my feelings fo deeply, 
to ſee the eſcutcheons on her hearſe—as to 
hear you tell of the disfigurement of her 


perſon.” 


_ « If your ardent zeal in behalf of beau- 
ty,” replied the Demon, vill permit me 
to proceed, —I ſhall inform you, that when 
Cecilia was a child, an eruptive diſorder 
was miſtaken, by a country apothecary,—as 
it has ſometimes been by a London phyſi- 
cian,—for the ſmall-pox and her pa- 
rents were ſo delighted at her recovery 
from ſuch an alarming diſeaſe, with- 
out any of thoſe unpleaſant effects which 
are ſometimes produced by it, that they 


gave a very elegant entertainment to the 


neighbourhood on the joyful occaſion. 


it: Cecilia, | 
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«© Cecilia, therefore, being fully per. 
ſuaded that ſhe had nothing to fear from x 
diſorder which is ſuch a declared foe to 
beauty,—did not heſitate to pay a viſit to 
one of her female friends who was juſt 
recovering from this invidious malady,— 
and whoſe face, a general report had de. 
clared to have been very unhandſomely 
treated by it.— This young lady, though 
ſhe was marked, and very delervedly, in 
the claſs of faſhionable fine perſons, —was 
by no means formed to be a competitor 


for public admiration with Cecilia,-never- 


theleſs ſhe poſſeſſed certain qualifications 
of mind and manners, which, by occaſion- 
ally attracting the notice, and receiving 
the admiration of that deſcription of peo- 
ple called men of underſtanding, — had 
awakened a ſecret jealouſy in the boſom of 
the ſuperior beauty.—The viſit, therefore, 
of the latter, muſt, T fear, be attributed to 
that intereſted curioſity, of whatever kind 
you may ſuppoſe it to be, which may be 
| moſt naturally imagined to ariſe in the 
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breaſt of a rival on ſuch an occaſion, —Bur, 
be that as it may, the conſequences which 
proceeded from it were, though in differ- 
ent degrees, of the moſt mortifying na- 
ture ;—for ſhe found her ſick friend, in 
direct contradiction to common report, 
without any injury to her countenance, but 
ſuch as time would ſpeedily remove ;— 
and, which proved a very unexpected mis- 
fortune indeed, ſhe herſelf caught the in- 
ſection ;—the diſeaſe quickly followed, — 
and has left thoſe marks of its deſtructive 


power on her beauty, which time will 


never efface. 


Fou, continued Afmodeus, © who, 
with the true ſpirit of knight errantry, feel 
to much for beauty in diſtreſs, —and whoſe 
ſenſations are ſo alive to female misfor- 
tune,—w'l! conceiv= better than I can de- 
kribe, Cecilia's diſtreſſing apprehenſions, 
when ſhe diſcovered the real ſtate of her 


fituation,—which, as long as poſſible, was 


prudently concealed from her,—You may 
equally 


9 t s 3 — _— 3 - A . N 
r q s 1% vn x: . e * e . 2 5 92 1 © 4 '? 
c . . IS * j 
1 ; | r 2 5 4 r = > " : 
| | et T 8 —YL & 22 3 e 
7 rr - Y PE _—_ # > * 1 * * £ ms mu, Js = =. — 4 T - * * * 
4 2 A < WED 8 # Os , 2 
— — 


144 DEVIL UPON rwo STICKS 


equally imagine the emotions of her de. 
ſpair, when ſhe reflected, that by the 
menacing ravages of her diſeaſe, the ele. 
vating influence which had gained al 
the principal objects of her paſt life, and 
was to ſecure thoſe on which ſhe reſted 
the importance of every future period of 
it, would be ſo much diminiſhed, if not 
wholly at an end,—that the eye, from which 
envy had darted its half-admiring beams 
towards her ſuperior charms, would noy 
ſcarce deign, perhaps, to regard her with an 
_ humbling look of aſſumed pity ; and that 
ſhe muſt either ſeclude herſelf entirely from 
the world, —or enter into it to ſtruggle 
with the moſt afflicting and poignant mor- 
tifications.—At preſent ſhe has adopted the 
plan of retirement ;—and, to diſguiſe her 
appearance from the very few friends ſhe 
admits to her ſociety,—as well as to hide i 
as much as poſlible from herſelf, —ſhe lives 
in a darkened room, —ſits with her back 
towards the very little light that is admit- 
ted through the blinds which obſcure the 

| windows, 
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windows,—has baniſhed the looking-glaſs 
from her preſence, — and paſſes her time in 
the deep melancholy of hopeleſs dejec- 
tion. | 


«© But while her misfortunes,—for I 


will acknowledge that a ſudden, accidental 
diminution: of beauty, in any degree, to 


be a proportionate misfortune to ſuch a 


woman,— awaken your pity, — her con- 


duct under it is by no means calculated to 
juſtify the commiſerating ſentiments of a re- 
fleting mind. Though her features have 
ſuffered a change, —they are by no means 
disfigured. If ſhe had never poſſeſſed more 
charms than ſhe diſplays even at this mo- 
ment, ſhe would have been very unreaſon- 
able not to have been ſatisfied with her pre- 
ſent claim to admiration. — Her coun- 


tenance has not loſt all its attractions. — 


and her form has received no injury ;—but 
her original beauty has ſuffered a diminu- 
tion, and her happineſs therefore is entirely 
blaſted. —The nobleman whoſe: offer of 
Vol. V. H mar- 
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ſion any diminution of his ſentiments to- 
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marriage had been accepted by her, de. 
clared, as he ſtood by her bed, in the moſt 
disfiguring ſtage of her diſorder, that ng 
ravages its utmoſt malignity could commit 
on her charms, would cauſe the ſlighteſt 
change in his affetion:—He is now ami. 
ous to fulfil his promiſe, and would ſee ng 
alteration in her beauty,—at leaſt to occa. 


-wards her,—if ſhe. would admit him to 
give that honourable and fincere afly. 


rance; — but.ſhe will not receive him in. i © 
to her preſence, nor hear of his entreatie q 
to be received by her. She is firmly per- © 
ſuaded, that his former declarations were ! 
thoſe of a generous compaſſion,—and that b 

he would now ſtart with horror, if his hu- 

manity did not reſtrain him, at the ſight 
of her ;—or, at leaſt, retreat with coldneſ iſ ** 
from the ſhocking ſpectacle of her ravaged of 
beauty. 4 
er 


With theſe ſentiments, that no pe- 8 
_ can not daring 1 
conſult 
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conſult her mirror, which, though it might 


afford her ſome mortification, would by 


no means provoke her deſpair, —ſhe pur- 
ſues ſuch a conduct as will ſhortly termi- 


nate in the grave ;—and prove an example 


of the proverb, that a young woman, on 
her death-bed, is more alarmed for the loſs 
of her OW. than her life.” 


ce My 1 are fulfilled gr aid the Count. 
« I expected that all this fair, uninterrupted 
career of good fortune would end in ſome - 
dire miſnap.— There is one thing, how- 


ever, great in her determination ;—ſhe is 
an heroine in her way ; for ſhe will live a 
beauty, —or ſhe will live no more.“ 


« But to turn your thoughts,” inter- 


rupted the Demon, . from this laſt ſcene 
of capricious, filly vanity, — which, after 
al, I perceive, occaſions a ſadneſs at your 
heart, —I ſhall beg of you to fix your re- 


gard on the houſe with Venetian windows . 


blinds, where you will ſee an old man, and 
Ms. © gen- 
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a gentleman ſitting by his bed-ſide, whoſe 
rank is diſcoverable by the ſtar on his breaſt. 
Ehe laatter is conſoling his poor friend 

with ſome detached hints on the very 
comfortable, opiate doctrine of annihila- 
tion :—But that is an idea, which men at 
their laſt hour are not always diſpoſed to 
adopt, even when it might be their intereſt 
that it ſhould be realized. — This dying 
man thinks repentance a better thing; — 
and deceives himſelf into an opinion of his 

_ efficacious practice of it, by paſſing over a 
whole life of libertiniſm and infidelity,— 
and reſerving all his contrition for the un- 
kindneſs with which he treated his fa ther, 
who died fifty years ago. 


e A little farther, on the ſame fide of 
the way,” continued Aſmodeus, * there 
is another ſingular ſcene of a dying pil- 
low.—It is, however, of a very different 
nature from that which we have juſt con- 

fidered ;—lIt is an act of conſcientious 


| | fr 7X nk from a mind naturally ſuper- 
ſtitious, 
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ſtitious, and, in its decaying ſtate, is cling- 
ing to little things. —If your eye takes the 
line of upper windows, it will, in a few 
moments, arrive at a chamber, where an 
amiable looking man is fitting on a bed, 


which is a death-bed,—with his hand lock- 


ed in that of the perſon in it ;—nor, were 
you to gueſs for the reſt of your life,— 


which I truſt will be lengthened through 


many years of happineſs, would you ap- 
proach the ſubject of their converſation. 


You muſt know then, that the one is a 


painter of great eminence, and the other a 
man of great literary character, who has 
juſt obtained a faithful promiſe of compli- 
ance with his laſt and moſt urgent requeſt 


from his friend ho is as aſtoniſhed to 


hear, as you will be to be informed, that 


it is nothing more or leſs than that he will 


never Again em nploy his pencil on a Sun⸗ 
day. 99 | 


« I preſume,” ſaid the Count, that 
. dying counſellor ſuppoſes the greateſt, 
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750 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 
or perhaps the only defect of his ſurviving 
| friend's character to be, ſuch a love of his 


art, as to intrude it upon the more ſerious 
occupation of the ſabbath,” 


e And if that were the caſe,” replied 
the Demon, no wiſe man can think that 
it deſerved the reproachful exhortation of 
a dying hour.— But ſo it is; and your 
Lordſhip muſt be already pretty well con- 
vinced how often, in the language of a 
poet of this country, 


— Life's laſt ſcene ſupplies 
Fears of the brzve, and follies of the wiſe, 

& Tt is very common,” obſerved Don 
Cleofas, ©* to talk ourſelves, and to hear 
others harangue on the varieties of life ;— 
but it appears to me, as if its laſt hour un- 
derwent as many changes as any of thoſe 
which precede it.“ 
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« Tt is even ſo, replied the Demon; 
« for as the human features, though form- 
ed for the ſame purpoſes, — poſſeſs ſome 
ſhades of difference in the moſt reſembling 
countenances, ſo every part of life has its 
diſtinct varieties, according to the quali- 


ties and ſituation of men ;—and perhaps 


no feature of life, —for it may well be de- 


ſcribed by that name, —is ſubject to more 


variety than the laſt ſcene of it. Nor ſhall 


[ heſitate to indulge you with another ex- 


ample, by requeſting you to give your at- 
tention to the attic ſtory of a large houſe 
that forms the corner of a ſquare; N 

«© What you may hereafter pleaſe to 
diſcover to me, I know not,” ſaid the 
Count,“ but at preſent, I ſee nothing 


there like the end of life, —unieſs an old 


gentleman ſhould be conſidered by you as 
an object which may naturally lead ro the 
conſideration of it. He has; however, no 
appearance of immediate diſſolution,. —on' 


che contrary, I ſhould conſider him rather 
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as an hearty man of his years.—He is au. 


ally writing without ſpectacles, and bears 
no marks of debility or decay, that is evi. 
dent, at leaſt, to my perception.” 


£6 He is himſelf, however,” anſwered 
Aſmodeus, © not without pretty ſtrong 
ſuſpicions that he has but a ſhort time to 
live.— He has, indeed, felt ſuch a peculiar 
change in himſelf, within the laſt twenty- 
four hours, as to give him very juſt cauſe 


to apprehend that the ſtruggle he has 


maintained with time, for the laſt two 
years, is on the N of being decided 


| ] 


a E e ſaid Don Cleofas, 
« it is that melancholy inſtrument called 
a laſt will and teſtament, which he-is now 
tranſcribing with ſo much haſte.” 


There again,” obſerved the Devil, 
<< the exhauſtleſs variety of the ſcene baffles 
. Nee ei is a letter to a friend, 

| who 
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who happens to be particularly acquainted 


with the various circumſtances of his yas 
rying life;—and the object of this laſt 
epiſtle is, after mentioning the apprehen- 
ſions he entertains of his approaching 
death, = to requeſt, as the laſt deſire of his 
life. that the gentleman to whom it is ad- 


dreſſed, will do juſtice to his name and 
character, when the worthy man himſelf 


ſhall be no more. 


« Nor is it an anxiety that miſbecomes 
him. He is a gentleman who, in early life, 
had the faireſt promiſe of continuing pro- 
ſperity; - whoſe career was for many years 
ſplendid ;—whoſe friendſhip to individuals 
was conrinual ;—whoſe ſervices to his 
country were uncommonly meritorious ;— 


and who cloſes a long life in negle& and 
dependence.—Of his errors, it may with 


truth be ſaid, that they were the exube- 
rance of his good qualities, rather than the 
offspring of any habitual depravities ;— 
and that his faults were rather the fruits o 
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his misfortunes, than the defects of his 
nature. Hence it is, that the pardonable 


vanity which has been a principal and 


governing feature of his character through. 
out life, — accompanies him to the end 
of it —He is now agitated with the moſt 
anxious deſire that the unſuſpected pen 
of friendſhip may do juſtice ro his me- 
mory, even when his ear will be cloſed, 
and he can no longer hear the voice of 
cenſure or of praiſe. —As I ſee you ap- 
pear affected at the recital, you may com- 
fort yourſelf with the affurance that the 
requeſt which this poor gentleman is 
now writing, will be anſwered by the moſt 
ſolemn engagement oe fulfil __ that 
he will die in peace.” 


„ There: is ſomething ſo intereſting in 
his appearance,” ſaid Don Cleofas, and 
from the hints you have communicated, my 
curioſity is ſo awakened to his hiſtory, that 
I ſhould be much obliged, if it occurs to 
your memory, to favour me, hereafter, 
with that account of him and his life, 

which 
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both, will communicate to the world.. 


C As your frame of mind is ſuited to 
the occaſion,” replied the Demon, “ I 
will exerciſe my powers of anticipation, 
and preſent it to- you in the very words 
in which it will be ſhortly written.“ The 
Count expreſſed his gratitude, 'and the 


lows: 


A BrocRAPHICAL SKETCH 
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«© They who remember this gentleman 
when he was improving the beauties and 
exerciſing the hoſpitality of his beautiful 
reſidence in the county of — —, will ſure. 
ly heave a ſigh at the reflection, that he 
breathed his laſt at a diſtance from, and no 
longer in the poſſeſſion of it Nor can it 
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fail to heighten” the regret of humanity, 
when it is known, that the latter days of a 
man, the greater part of whoſe life, and 
almoſt the whole of whoſe fortune, was 
exhauſted in aggrandizing the ſcenes of 
inanimate nature, and refining on the ſa- 
tisfactions of ſocial life, ſhould be paſſed 
in neglect, and under oppreſſion,—in dif. 
couragement and dependence. 


«© That his misfortunes were, in ſome 
meaſure, the offspring of his imprudence, 
— or, in other words, that by an incon- 
ſiderate deſire to make others happy, he 
at laſt rendered himſelf extremely wretch- 
ed,—1s a circumſtance that thoſe who 
loved him beſt muſt be content to enen 
ledge and lament. 


% Mr. M— inherited his ſhire 
eſtate, which was upwards of a thouſand 
pounds per annum, with a very large pro- 
perty in Antigua.—His income may, 
— be ſu * to have been ſufh- 

cient 
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cient for all the general purpoſes of elegant 
life. but it did not prove ſufficient for 
him. — In improving the natural beau- 
ties of his fine place, he refuſed no ex- 


pence, and in rendering it univerſally 


acceptable to the numerous friends, and 
crowds of ſtrangers by whom it was viſited, 
—he employed an hoſpitality which was 
bounteous and ſplendid beyond example.— 
Perſons of every rank were conducted, 
with all poſſible convenience, and the 
moſt reſpectful attention, through the long 


circuit of his terreſtrial paradiſe, and had 


nothing to pay when they came to the 
end of it. Mr. M—— was the firſt who 
aboliſhed the odious tax, which ſome years 
ago was levied by ſervants on the viſitors 
of their maſters.— Thus he lived for many 
years, in a place which was more viſited 
than any private houſe in the kingdom, — 


and was viſited by none who did not bear 
away with them a grateful eſteem for the 


owner of it. 


« It 


— — ta Bw. 4 
= — — - 1 5 A 4 
he — 


8 —_— —_— — e —_— — 1 * 8 * 
Z ies I 
2 — = SE . 


IIB EEE — 
rr 


— 


W — E 
—_ 


Ln 


* r * = * 2 8 3 
en. on ane res, ihe 
4 — we 8 * » 


S 


Des > N 
. 
RS 


= "IB -»d 

—— 
4. 
4 


7 * — 
r s 


* = ” a; 7 | _—_— * 5 8 * : ea, x TI 
if my =. SOS — ly wet” * T mo 2 git 24 * 7 me Pam = we 
4 wo r ag — . _— * *** * 2 FD n 5 5 


158 DEVIL UPON TWOSTICKS 


« It will not be neceſſary to dwell upon 
the uncertain nature of Weſt India eſtates, 
as it is a circumſtance ſo univerſally 
known.—It may be ſufficient to relate, 
that, from a very expenſive mode of life in 
England, and an untoward ſucceſſion of 
dry ſummers in Antigua, Mr. M—— at 
length found himſelf in ſuch an embarraſ- 
ſed ſituation, as to render it expedient for 
him to offer his Engliſh eſtate to ſale ;— 
and a nobleman of great Eaſtern wealth, 
had conſented to give fifty-two thouſand 
pounds, as the purchaſe of it,—when he 
was ſuddenly appointed by the Eaſt India 
Company, to return once more to India, 
in order to ſettle the diſorders, which at 
that time diſturbed the adminiſtration of 
the Oriental poſſeſſions of the Britiſh 
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Such an unexpected circumſtance pre- 


2 


vented, as may be ſuppoſed, any further " 
progreſs in the propoſed ſale;—and, though of 
many ſucceſſive and conſiderable offers 4 


were 
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were made for the purchaſe of the property 
in queſtion,—as they, none of them, 
reached the price which had been ſet upon 
it Mr. M ſtill continued, though 
on ſomewhat of a more confined ſcale, to 
preſerve the elegant and hoſpitable charac- 
ter of the place. 


« The county in which his eſtate was 


ſituated, was very greatly indebted to 
him.— Among many other acts of great 
public utility, —with a moſt indefatigable 
zeal, and at a very conſiderable expence, 


he procured, by his own perſonal intereſt 


and exertions, A bill to be paſſed in Parlia- 
ment, which involved in it near three hun- 
dred miles of turnpike- road in that coun- 
ty; by which act, inſtead of almoſt im- 
paſſable ways, — every principal town found 
ſelf in poſſeſſion of, a turnpike communi- 
cation with the other principal towns of 
the county, and with the navigation of one 
of the firſt navigable rivers in the king. 
dom. . 
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« Hence it was, that on a. VACANCY in 
the Parliamentary repreſentation of —ſhire, 
he was perſuaded to offer himſelf as a can- 
didate on the occaſion :—All that perſonal 
popularity could do, it did for him ;—but 
being moſt zealouſly oppoſed by many of 
the old eſtabliſhed intereſts and com- 
manding properties of the county, —and 
being ſupported in a very luke-warm and 
doubtful manner, by the leading powers of 
his own party,. — he failed in obtaining the 
honour he fo well deſerved ;—and the ex. 
pences of this election, with ſome very 
unpleaſant circumſtances which attended 
the loſs of it, gave the final blow to what 
remained of his ner pro) perity. 


| « Still, however, he would have been 
contented to live on his eſtate, in humility 
and retirement, —and fatisfied with the 
pride of his place, would have given up 
all pride of his own, if he had not been 
controlled by an influence he had, un- 
fortunately, 1 never been able to reſiſt ;— 
to 
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to which the goodneſs of his heart alone 
impelled him to yield, —and which an hu- 
mane delicacy, and innate generoſity of 
mind, would never ſuffer him to explain. 


« He was therefore under the mortify- 


ing neceſſity of bidding adieu to a ſpot, 
which was juſtly conſidered as the firſt in 
point of pictureſque beauty, in a kingdom 
which abounds ſo much in it and ſoon 


after he was appointed Lieutenant Gover- 
nor of the Iſland of St. Vincent, then a 
dependency on the Iſland of Grenada ;— 
and when, in the courſe of. about four 


years, the former iſland was erected into a 


ſeparate government, his Majeſty, with 
| every mark of gracious approbation of his 


conduct in a ſubordinate capacity, was 


'P 


pleaſed to appoint Mr. M the Gover- 


nor of it. 


Such an appointment was not only 
ſuitable to his active diſpoſition, — but 


adapted to his particular intereſts, —as it 


placed 
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placed him in «the 'vicinity of his Wet. 
India property, — and in a ſituation, as he 
might reaſonably expect, which would 
enable him to diſcharge the incumbrances 
on it ;—but, alas, his future days ſeem to 
have been deyoted to misfortune and dil 


— E wk OP a 


_ | an 


At this time the Iſland of St. Vin. 
cent had not been long ſubject to the Bri- 
tiſh crown ; ;—moſt of the principal inha- 
bitants retained a decided partiality for 
their former maſters ; ; and the troubles of 
North America wore a very ſerious aſped, 
. was, therefore, forbidden by 
his Majeſty's miniſters, to urge the pay- 
ment of thoſe duties by which his Eng- 
li ſalary was to be provided, left his Ma- 
jeſty ſnould, on the refuſal of it, be ne- 
ceſſarily engaged in a diſpute with the 
Aſſembly ; and to forward the views of 
Government at home, with a patriotic zeal, 
of rare example, he voluntarily waved the 
making any demand of a ſalary from the 
Colony 
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Colony, the firſt grant a Governor is au- 
thorized to require; ſo that, in fact, his 
own noble ſpirit made him a Governor, 


without any ſalary at all.—In ſhort, he de- 


rived no emoluments whatever from his 
ſituation, but certain grants of unculti- 


vated lands, and the caſual fees of his of- 


fice, which his enlarged notions of juſ- 
tice, and the advancement of the public 
ſervice, had rendered far leſs than thoſe 
which are uſually required by perſons in 
his capacity, in the other iſlands; ſo that 
this zealous, public-ſpirited, worthy man, 
found himſelf obliged, —in order to ſupport 
the dignity of bits office, to diſcharge the 


debts of Government, and to carry on the 


neceſſary buſineſs of the iſland,—to lay 
additional burthens on his private property, 
inſtead of dim:iniſhing the weight that al- 


ready oppreſſed it, by the emoluments of : 


a official ſtation. 


© It is not an eaſy thing to give a pic- 
ture of circumſtances more unpleaſant in 
them= 
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themſelves, and more alarming in a view 


of their natural conſequences, than thoſe 


in which this amiable man was at this 
time involved. The uncultivated parts of 
the iſland were inhabited by numerous 
tribes of hoſtile Charibs; and the cult; 


_ vated parts were poſſeſſed by perſons, the 


greater part of whom were ſecret enemies 


to the Britiſh Government. Hence it 
-aroſe, that, in exerciſing the duties of 


his commiſſion, the was not only thwarted 
in ſecret, but oppoſed in public ; while he 
was ſo far from receiving any ſupport from 
home, that his official letters were unan- 


- ſwered ; his information, which the miniſ- 


ters of the period acknowledged to be 
the beſt they received from that quar- 


ter, during the war, was unnoticed;— 


his complaints remained unredreſſed; and 
the bills drawn on Government, for the 
neceſſary expenditure and ſupport of the 
iſland, came back proteſted, without any 
reaſon aſſigned, by the American ſecretary, 
for ſuch eee and unaccountable 

conduct, 
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conduct, - without a ſingle line of inſtruc- 
tion, reproof, or prohibition. | 


this ſingular man, that nothing could diſ- 
courage him from diſcharging his duty.— 
Still a romantic -patriotiſm continued to 


could be found to ſaw a plank on the 
credit of Great Britain, he did not heſitate 
to engage his perſonal ſecurity, in order 
to carry on the public ſervice ; and to ſa- 
tisfy debts ſo contracted for public ſer- 
vices, which every inhabitant of the iſland 
knew to be eſſentially neceſſary to the wel - 
fare and preſervation of it, his whole pro- 
perty there, incredible as it may appear, 
was afterwards taken in execution, and 
ſold at a public auction. 


e When the iſland was attacked by 
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govern all his actions; and when no one 
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the French, though he ſcarcely poſſeſſed 
any means whatever of defence, either in 
troops, arms, or ammunition, —ſo little at- 
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tention had been paid at home to this 
colony, —and though he was ſhamefully 
thwarted even in the employment of en 
ſuch as they were, —he conducted himſelf 
on the occafion with that manly ſpirit 
and reſolution, which procured him a c 
pitulation equally favourable with thoſe 
iſlands which poſſeſſed the power.of mak- 
ing their capture a ſcene of blood and 
Naughter. He, nevertheleſs, for ſome 
time, lay under the imputation of neg- 
le& or ignorance of duty, in the loſs of 
the iſland ; till a board of general officer 
obtained by his perſonal ſolicitation of 
the King, to examine into the bufineſs, de. 
clared his official conduct to have been that 
of a brave and faithful ſervant of his 
country. „ | 


« On his return to England, he de- 
manded juſtice of adminiſtration, —and 
Juſtice was promiſed ;—but the delays d 
office intervened, — new adminiſtration 


KO and new delays were, of courſe 
; created; 
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created; till the impatient ſpirit of rapa- 
cious creditors completed his misfortunes 


by conſigning him to a priſon. 


« The principal of theſe were the hold- 
ers of bills drawn on Government for ſer- 
vices performed in the Welt Indies, and 
which have ſince been allowed and paid ; 


and the mortgagees of an eſtate in Antigua, 


who had been for ſome time in the actual 
poſſeſſion and receipt of the eſtate itſelf, 
whoſe value was ſo ſuperior to any de- 
mands that could be made upon it, and 
whoſe profits were annually diminiſhing 
them,—that language has not a term of 


diſgrace that will ſufficiently deſcribe the 


obduracy of thoſe men, who could avail 
themſelves of law chicanery, to enhance 
their ſecurity, already ſo well eſtabliſhed, 


by the confinement of Mr. M—— s per- 


lon in a gaol. 


2 Such | cruel and diſgraceful oppreſ- 
hon, which he had not the pecuniary 


means 
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means to reſiſt, —kept this perſecuted man 
within the walls of a priſon, during four 
long tedious years ; and though, from the 
ſoothing Kindneſs of affectionate famih 
connections, he did not want ſuch com. 
forts as a priſon could afford, —how fey, 
alas, were there, of all the numerous 
friends of his better days, who Knocked 
at the priſon door, to enquire what thok 
means were that remained for his ſupport, 
or if he wanted any comfort which aq 


could afford him. | 


In the mean time one of his eſtates in 
Antigua was ſold by his creditors for half 
its value, — and his beautiful property in 
England, to which no deſcription is ade- 
quate, was forced to ſale for one half u 
the ſum which he had been formerly ol. 
fered for it, and even leſs than had been 
expended, by the ſkill and taſte of its late 
owner, in the improvement of it: Another 
circumſtance of depreſſing mortification, 
which might have been prevented had Mr. 

e KEE TE 
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WORE?" received only an inconſiderable 
dom the juſtice of Government. 
« About three years ago he obtained his 


poſed to redeem the dilatory ſpirit and 
ruinous injuſtice of former adminiſtrations, 


lic buſineſs interfered, and freſh circum - 
ſtances of delay interpoſed, till this injured 
gentleman had reſigned all his claims on 
this world to the power of the grave. 


and the moſt winning urbanity of man- 
ners, all who knew him, well know ; and 
his natural capacity, if it was not in the 


inferior claſs ;—but among his misfor- 
tunes, for ſo it muſt be conſidered, at 


ſeſſed that goodneſs of heart to the laſt, 


Vol. V. I from 


part of that balance which was due to him 


liberty. — and the preſent miniſter was diſ- 


in his favour but ſtill the preſs of pub- 


That he was a man of ſuperior taſte, - 


firſt rank, was very far from being of an 
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from what he had found among them, but 
from what he felt in himſelf. 


« The leading feature of his character 
was a zeal which approached to Quixotiſm, 
— whether it was employed in the ſer— 
vice of his country, his friend, or the 
diſtreſſed. He has, indeed, been frequent- 
ly repreſented as too much under the in 
fAluence of an oſtentatious ſpirit, —and the 
generoſity, the urbanity, and the charities 

of his life, have been often imputed to that 
principle; —but by whom? by thoſe who 
envied his proſperity, and ſought to frame 
an excuſe for their ingratitude in his ad- 
verſity. What other vanity governed his 
actions, than that which is the main-ſpring 
of human excellence, I know not; but 
this I know, and will repeat, that he wa 
a moſt faithful and zealous ſervant of het 
country,—that he poſſeſſed an enlarged ca- 
pacity for friendſhip, — that he never failed 
to aſſiſt diſtreſs, when he could, — and that P 
oftentimes he did aſſiſt it, when he ought 


not. 
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not. He ſhared his good things in the 
days of his better fortune, with the friends 
of his proſperity, and he divided the 


pittance that remained in the hour of his 


diſtreſs, with the companion of his ad- 
verſity. 


« With his virtues he had his failings, 


which diſaſter might encreaſe, and the 
inſolent rigour of affected virtue may con- 
demn.— That his paſſions might ſome- 
times overcome his morality, and that 
the benevolence of his heart might too 
often extinguiſh his prudence, are circum- 


ſtances which it is the duty of friendſhip 


to lament :!—but the beſt of us are the 
children of infirmity,—and the virtues of 
Mr. M—— were ſufficient, in the opi- 
nion of thoſe who knew him beſt, to coun- 
terbalance all his errors. 


© Such was this amiable, unhappy, and 
perſecuted man ;—and he is, at length, 
gone to give an account of himſelf to that 
„ Being. 
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Being, of whom he will have: no lon to 
be afraid. | 


«From his life may be drawn this ſa- 
lutary inſtruction, that there is no error 
more fatal to human happineſs, than to 
be confident, that, in the hour of misfor- 
tune, we ſhall receive proteCtion from the 
Juſtice, or relief from the gratitude, of 
the world.” 


« Such a picture of life, ſaid Don 
Cleofas, © makes me look. with the moſt 
tranquil compoſure on the bed of death; 
and fo far from pitying the worthy man 
whoſe hiſtory has juft awakened every feel- 
ing of my heart, I could rejoice rather 
to think that he is at the end of a journey, 
in which pain and diſappointment have 
ſo long been the . companions of his 


cc © And yet, with all your r philoſophy,” 


anſwered the Dn 1 think you wil 
not 


3 


IN ENGLAND. 173 


not conſider that to be happineſs which is 
going on in the large houſe before which 
you may ſee the alarming appearance of 
five medical chariots.— Three phyſicians, 
an accoucheur, and an apothecary, are, 
at this inſtant, not in the act of conſulta- 
tion concerning their patient, who is now 
in labour, but of remonſtrance with her 
Lord, —and the caſe is as extraordinary 
and affecting as ever claimed their or 
your attention. 


e This nobleman,—whoſe fortune is 
large, whoſe title is antient, and who 
hates the next heir of both, though he is 
his brother, —is ſo anxious to have a ſon, 
that, after every lying-in of his lady, 
who, unfortunately for her, has hitherto 
brought him only female children, he has WV. 
treated her in ſuch a manner, for this in- 
nocent offence againſt his wiſhes, as to 
endanger her life at the time, and to 
weaken, very conſiderably, the powers of 
her conſtitution for the reſt of her days. 


I 3 | © The 
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5 The buſineſs of theſe phyſical people, 
therefore, is an act of real humanity, as 
well as of profeſſional duty;—and it is no 
leſs than to inform the noble Lord, that 
if he continues his uſual paſſionate pro. 
ceedings, in caſe nature ſhould think pro. 
per to make him the father of another 
daughter, he will certainly occaſion the 
death of its mother. 


ce The doctors, having diſcharged this 
important article of their duty, and ob. 
tained from his Lordſhip the moſt ſolemn 
aſſurance that he will bear his diſap- 
pointment, if the event ſhould prove to 
be ſo, with the moſt unreproachful pati- 
ence,— will proceed to their attendance 
on the lady, at the critical moment when 
nature, who is not governed by the im- 


perious temper of fathers, or the moſt 
affecting wiſhes of mothers, has added to 
the number of her daughters. On being 
informed of the ſex of the child, the ap- 

pre- 
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prehenſions that ſhe ſhall receive the ſame 
cruel treatment which ſhe has hitherto 
ſuffered, in fimilar circumſtances, will 
have ſuch an effect upon her mind and 
ſpirits, as to place her beyond the reach 
of medical aid, and will ſoon give her 
Lord an opportunity to find another wife, 
if he can, who will bring him ſons as well 
as daughters.” 1 : 


« But will not ſuch a conduct,“ ſaid 
the Count, © be conſidered by the laws of 
this enlightened country, as ſomething 
like a crime called murder?“ “ By no 
means,” anſwered the Demon; “ the cri- 
minal intent, in this particular inſtance, 
might not exiſt, —and if it did, could not 
be made to appear; and without a proof 
of ſuch intention, or fome overt act 
which the law can fairly determine to 


- mark it, no crime of that, or indeed any 


other kind, can legally be brought to 
juſtice,” | , 
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e In the court of Heaven, however, 
replied Don Cleofas, matters ſurely will 
be ordered otherwiſe; for there the real 
"motives of the heart are known, and of- 
tences will be puniſhed, which the arm 
of human juſtice cannot reach, and action 
rewarded, which the ſhort-ſighted power 
of human laws have deemed it right to 
puniſh.” Po 


ce Your Lordſhip,” ſaid the Devil upon 
T wo Sticks, in his ſarcaſtic way, ** has, at 
preſent, rather the advantage of me.— 
You have really got into a country that 
does not come within the circle of my geo- 
graphy ; nor have I the leaſt acquaintance 
with the laws, manners, or language of 
its inhabitants ;—I muſt beg the favour 
of you, therefore, if you wiſh to have the 
pleaſure of my agreeable ſociety, to con- 
tinue that route where it will be in my 
power to have the honour of attending 


upon you, 


ce You 
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« You will, I am ſure, be ſo good as to 
pardon me,” replied the Count : I am 
not, as you well know, in the habit of ta- 
king ſuch flights; and whatever may be 
my future hopes, my preſent wiſhes have 
no object but your company, and the in- 
finite inſtruction, as well as pleaſure, 
which I receive from it. —My whole at- 
tentions are again at your command... 


« I muſt deſire you then to direct them,” 
ſaid Aſmodeus, © to the firſt- floor of a 
large houſe, where there is a carriage 
waiting, and two footmen, in elegant li- 
veries, ſtanding at the door. 


©] have implicitly obeyed your wor- 
ſhip,” replied the Count, © and can ſee 
nothing in the room but a table, with a 
| large book open upon it, and the uſual ap- 
pendages of an handſome bed-chamber. 
Indeed, while I am ſpeaking,” added Don 
Cleofas, © I diſcover another object of 
rather a ſingular appearance, which is, a 
"WS gen- 
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| gentleman dreſſed, and his hat on, who 
is taking a 'comfortable nap by the bed. 
oe” & 


t is a very comfortable one, I aſſure 
you,” obſerved the Demon; “ for, in this 
world, at leaſt, he will never awake from 
it.— The good old man has the honour 
of dying, like one of the Roman Emperor, 

on a chaiſe percce.— It is a particular cir 
cumſtance, and will make the fortune of 
his phyſician, who accidentally foretold it, 


„ This gentleman had been, for ſome 
time, attended by a medical profeſſor of 
genius, but whoſe practice being in op- 
poſition to the general mode of the col- if 1 
lege, had been diſcouraged by the G-! 
lenical body corporate, and was little more i £ 
than ſufficient to his actual maintenance, 

As ti © operations were tedious, the patient Wil * 
grew impatient ; and, of courſe, when he 
determined to change it for other means i - 
of relief, diſcharged the phyſician v 
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had preſcribed it.— The doctor, however, 
endeavoured, by every argument in his 
power, to prevail on him to continue the 
regimen in which he was ſo far advanced; 
but finding the obſtinacy of his valetu- 
dinarian to be impregnable to all his 
reaſonings, he aſſured him, for his com- 
fort, but merely as expreſſive of dying 
ſuddenly, in ſome way or other, that he 
would be found ſome morning dead upon. 
his charſe percee. 


« The worthy gentleman, who conſi- 
dered this opinion as arifing from the diſ- 
appointment of the phyſician at loſing a 
profitable patient, repeated it, in a jocular 
manner, to all his acquaintance; till at 
length the medical prophecy, which was 
generally made, has been literally fulfilled. 
The doctor, who knows the world as well 
as he does phyſic, will inſiſt, very ſenſibly, 
on the ſpecific meaning of his declaration, 

—his medical acumen will be immedi- 
ately ſpread abroad,—and this accidental 


16 figure 
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figure of ſpeech will occaſion his making 
an eminent figure i in his profeſſion. 


ce Nothing and be more diſtant from 
my expectations,” ſaid Don Cleofas, © on 
commencing our circuit of to-day, than 
that we ſhould meet with any occurrence 
which would awaken a ſenſation of mirth 
or jocularity.—But ſo it is,—and this is not 
the firſt time, within theſe four hours, in 
which I could almoſt have indulged a 
laugh at a repreſentation of thoſe ſcenes 
which produce more grave faces than any 
other.” 


6 And if you will take the reverſe of 
your preſent poſition,” ſaid Aſmodeus, 
e and. look into the upper room of a 
ſmall houſe immediately beneath us, —you 
will be witneſs to part of an exhibition, 
at which, when I have unfolded the whole 
of it, you may relax your gravity with- 
out the ſhadow of an impropriety, and 


laugh as heartily as ever you did in your 
life 
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life at the comic repreſentations of the 
ſtage. 


9 


« ] already perceive,” anſwered Don 
Cleofas, © that a little of your profeſſional 
aid will be neceſſary to diſcover the joke 
to me; for, at preſent, I ſee nothing in 
that miſerable chamber, but a dirty yellow 
bed, with curtains round it, —and an old 
woman ſitting by its ſide, who is at this 
moment taking a glaſs of cordial, as I 
ſuppoſe, to fortify herſelf in the melancholy 
buſineſs of attending the dying perſon.” 


« It is very true,” replied Aſmodeus, 
that at preſent you ſee but a very trifling 
part of this curious buſineſs. — I muſt. 
therefore undraw the curtain, and inform 
you, that the woman who is ſtretched on 
the bed, has long been a lady of the moſt 
eaſy virtue ;—and for ſome time paſt, in 
order to relieve any very preſſing neceſſity, 
has made it a practice to diſpatch an 
emiſſary to ſome or other of her former 

Sal 
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gallants, to inform them that ſhe is 10 
more ;—and to requeſt their charitable 
contributions towards giving her the laf 
proviſion of a decent burial.—This plan 
has, hitherto, been very ſucceſsful ;—and 
in leſs than an hour, a donation of twenty 
pounds, from a noble lord in one of the 
firſt offices of ſtate,—who was among the 
patrons of her better days, —for the pur- 
poſe of procuring her the melancholy ap- 
parel of death, will bring her immediately 
to life, and awaken her at once to all the 
lewd feſtivity of her abandoned fituation— 
This, however, will be the laſt of her 
freaks; —and when ſhe dies in reality, — 
an event which, from her diſeaſed and pro- 
fligate life, is at no great diſtance,—the 
trick will have been fo repeatedly practiſed, 
that every application of her ſurviving 
companions will be in vain ;—and the pa: 
riſh where ſhe lives will have the honour 
of her interment.” 


“ This is a reſource,” faid the Count, 
re that muſt have been originally ſuggeſted 
* : 


OY 
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by ſome ingenious member of your frater- 
nity ;—for of all the ſhifts of diſtreſſed 
proſtitution, which, in the time of my 
youthful pranks, I occaſionally witneſſed, 
| or were communicated to me, among 
other inſtructions of an univerſity educa- 
tion, this en is of the happieſt 
invention.” ; 


«© That may be,” anſwered the Demon 3 

« nevertheleſs, derogatory ſoever as it 
may appear to the talents of my aſſociates, 
—] am obliged to acknowledge, that, 
among this race of females, every day 
produces examples of cunning, diſſimula- 
tion, treachery, and impudence, which 
would do honour to the moſt finiſhed 
Devil of us all. —However, to bring your 
mind back to a becoming ſtate of compo- 
ſure, I will introduce you to a ſcene that 
will rid you at once of every propenſity to 
merriment ; — and where you will behold a 
moſt alfecting and criminal example of 
beauty 
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beauty murdered by the imprudence «f 
maternal care in preſerving i it. 


« The hearſe which you now ſee in the 

ſtreet before us with the pale enſigns of 

death, and whoſe plumes whiten in the 

ſun,—waits to convey all that remains of 

youth and beauty to an untimely ſepulchre, 

— Sylvia has ſcarce ſeen ſixteen ſummers, 

and death has already laid his wintry hand 

upon her.—Nature had not only formed 
her fair,—ſhe had alſo eſtabliſhed her con- 

ſtitution on that robuſt foundation of 

health, which promiſed her charms to 

endure beyond the common period of per- 

ſonal attraction.— But, unfortunately, ſhe 

had a vain and filly mother, who thought 

the cheeks ruddy bloom to be a vulgat 

| beauty, —and the active exerciſes which 

confirm it, to be inconſiſtent with the de- 

licacy of the female character, and the ele- 

gant dignity of ſuperior ſtation. — The 

poor girl was therefore phyſicked into 


palentls , and confined into debility ;—and 
though 
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though jealous nature made many power- 
ful ſtruggles to maintain her influence, ſhe 
was at length obliged to yield to quackery 
and faſhion; —ſo that this cruelly cheriſhed 
daughter, — after languiſhing for ſeveral 
months in a painful ſtate of decay, —has, 
at the age of ſixteen, ſunk into the grave, — 
becauſe, in the conceit of her mother's 
affectation, her cheeks were too red, — and 
her ſpirits too animated for the appearance 
and decorum of elegant life. 


e Nor have I yet told you the whole of 
this very affecting ſtory :—for when the 
unhappy woman's eyes were opened to the 
conſequences of ſuch a' continual miſappli- 
cation of medicine, when her child was 
well,—ſhe ran at once into the oppoſite ex- 
treme,-and would not ſuffer her to take 
the neceſſary preſcriptions of the phyſi- 
cian, when ſhe was ill; —ſo that this infa- 
tuated parent will be brought alſo to a 
premature period of her own days, by the 


poignant and bitter reflection, that ſhe has 
been 
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been the weak, inconſiderate, and unnz. 
tural inſtrument of ſhortening thoſe of het 
daughter.“ 


cc But,“ exclaimed Don Cleofas, * had 
this lovely creature no father, whoſe ſupe. 
rior underſtanding and affectionate reſoly. 
tion would naturally have been exerted tg 
| ſnatch her from the danger of theſe mater 
nal regulations ?—Or if her mother is: 
widow, was there no friend or relation, 
whoſe interpoſing authority, or command: 
ing counſels, could have prevented thi 
this deſtructive ſyſtem from proceeding u 
its preſent melancholy concluſion ?” 


&« She has a father,” anſwered the De 
mon, © a man of acknowledged talents a 
eminent character; — but who, like mai 
other men of that claſs, is ſo infatuated 
a filly woman, as to ſee reaſon in her folly. 
ſenſe in her weakneſs, — and elegance in hit 


affectation ;—and _ having taken tit 
entire 
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entire education of a favourite ſon upon 
himſelf.— left the government of his daugh- 
ter to the ſole, uninterrupted authority of 
her mother The phyſician of the family 
had, indeed, mentioned, more than once, 
his ſincere apprehenſions concerning the 
impoſed habits of Sylvia's life ;—but thoſe 
friendly hints were unfortunately conſidered 
as the offspring of profeſſional intereſt, and 
treated with a negligence which they by no 
means deſerved. 


« This confiding huſband does not in 
the leaſt ſuſpect the real cauſe of his paren- 
tal misfortune ;—but looks to the diſorder 
of which his daughter died as the ſole and 
natural cauſe of her death; — and ſo far is 
he from ſuſpecting the afflicted mother's 
conduct as in any degree contributory to 
this melancholy event, that he is at this 
moment endeavouring to ſuſtain her into. 
reſignation, by the fruitleſs conſolations of 
reaſon and religion. 


«In 
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& In vain he tells her that their child has 
_ eſcaped the treacheries and malice of 1 
wicked world ;—that ſhe has gained the 
harbour without encountering either ſtorm 
or tempeſt, —and that ſhe has riſen from 
the banquet before ſhe was ſurfeited. But 
the diſconſolate mother bears a reproach 
in her boſom which baffles all comfort, 
and will ſoon bear her to the company of 
her lamented child; and it will be on her 
death-bed alone, that the huſband and the 
father will be informed of the fatal error 
which deprives him of a wife and of a 
child.“ 


ce. J have obſerved,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
* throughout the whole of my pregrina- 
tion with you,. through this metropolis, 
that, even among the moſt ſenſible and 
enlightened mothers, perſonal appearance 
and exterior qualifications, poſſeſs a decided 
pre-eminence in the preſcribed duties of 
female education.—Such an infatuation, 


however, for it ſurely deſerves no better 
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name, is by no means conſiſtent with the 
high character which you have, at times, 
thought proper to give me of the women 
of this country; and if it continues to en- 
creaſe, your miſchievous plan of reducing 
the preſent maſs of female virtue 1n this 
favoured iſland, will, as the young people 
grow up, loſe many of irs obſtructions 
and much of its. difficulty.“ 


«Your obſervations, my good friend,” 
ro: MI anſwered the Demon, © on this ſubject, — 
lich I am moſt willing to acknowledge 

to be moſt intimately connected with my 

profeſſional intereſts, are perfectly juſt, ac- 
25, cording to the meaſure of your information. 
a-: But you muſt be convinced, on conſider- 
is, ing the exact poſition of the female cha- 
nd ncter, in the general arrangements of ſo- 
ice ciety, particularly in a free country, that 
ed cis mode of education, muſt, in ſome de- 
of Ml gree or other, be adopted by the wiſeſt peo- 
n, ple: all, indeed, that the beſt mother can 
ter do, is to blend the attentions of the toilette 
ce, | and 
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and the accompliſhments of the perſon, as 
much as poſſible, with the culture of the 
mind ;—to watch with continual attention 
the progreſs of them all, —and to give a 
ſtriking example of their combined appli. 
cation to the purpoſes of life. 


ce The firſt object of every unmarried 
female's mind, for we will leave the heart 
and the paſſions out of the queſtion, is an 
huſband; from a great variety of cauſes 
which it would be needleſs to mention, it 
cannot be otherwiſe.—To attract the flats 
tering notice and approving regards of the 
other ſex, muſt, therefore, not only be a 
deſirable, but a principal object, on paſſing 
the threſhold of womanhood.—Beauty can- 
not fail to command admiration, and ex- 
terior qualifications will certainly acquire 
attentions ; ſo that by one or the other, or 
both, the grand buſineſs of a girl's entrance 
into the world is put in train, and in the 
moſt probable chance, at leaſt, of being 
brought to a ſpeedy concluſion ; while the 
" ſuperior 
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ſuperior qualities and accompliſhments of 


the mind and underſtanding, are generally 


of a much ſlower progreſs. The interior 


beauties of the female character, will have 


but little influence in the crowd of the 
world ; and, in the circles of particular 
ſociety, they will alarm many of the other 


ſex, and pleaſe but few. They neceſlarily 


win their way by imperceptible degrees; 
they beſiege the heart by ſlow and unſeen 
operations, while 2 beauty 
takes i by ſtorm. 


« I tell you this for your inſtruction,“ 
continued Aſmodeus; © for you muſt be 
ſo good as to conſider that it is not the ge- 
neral cuſtom of this country, as it is in 
your own, for the old folks to arrange the 
marriages, and direct the affections of 
their children. The young people are, in 
a great meaſure, left to their own choice, 
and the qualifications which are the moſt 
likely to attract the admiration of the other 


ſex, become, i in the natural courſe of chings, 


a primary 
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primary object of female education,—. 
At the ſame time, prudence and modeſty 
are conſtantly impreſſed on the youthful 
mind; and though the obligations of vir- 
tue, as deduced from the conſiderations 

of religion, may not be ſo generally in- 
culcated as they have been, and ought 
always to be,—yet they ſtill continue to 
have a conſiderable influence; and where 
they fail or are neglected, family honour, 
public opinion, and the comforts of repu- 
tation, produce very powerful motives to 
the preſervation of female virtue. Indeed 
the pains taken by mothers to preach to 
their daughters the neceſſity of virgin cha- 
ſtity, goes a great way, as I have frequent- 
ly found, towards maintaining the prin: 
ciple,—when the circumſtances of mar- 
ried life have operated rather tt 


againſt it. 


4 But I ſhall here quit my philoſo- 
phiſing ſtrain, to give your excellent heart 


2 pleaſure, which, I confeſs, cannot be 
| wholly 
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wholly communicated to mine.—Look, I 
beg of you, into the chamber of a ſmall 
houſe ro the right of us, where the upper 
faſhes of the windows are open.” 


« There is, ſurely, nothing in that 
room,” replied the Count, * that can 
afford me any peculiar ſatisfaction. —Tt 
appears to offer a ſcene of diſtreſs, which 
may, indeed, intereſt the beſt heart, but 
nothing in it, I ſhould hope, to delight 
even the worlt. J ſee a lady, as it were, 


pale with death, ſurrounded by weeping 


attendants, and a ſurgeon ſtanding by 
her, who 1s holding her arm in one hand, 
and a lancet in the other, as if he had 
been attempting in vain to make the blood 
follow his inſtrument, while a- gentleman 
dreſſed in black, who, I ſuppoſe is her huſ- 
band, is walking up and down the room 
in a Rate of ſullen diſtreſs,” | 


« She is, indeed,” ſaid Aſmodeus, 
* paſt the aid of human ſkill; her ſpirit is 
Vol. V. * on 
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on the moment of taking its flight for 
ever ; and this event, .all melancholy as 
you may conſider it to be, will change its 
. aſpect, when I inform you, that the form 
on which you have fixed your ſympathetic 
regards, is all which, in a few minutes, 
will remain of that Honoria whoſe ſitua- 
tion ſo much affected your feelings this 
morning, when I gave you the hiſtory of 
it, previous to my ſallying forth with you 
on our preſent progreſs. She ſeems to 
have been preſerved by Heaven itſelf, 
from one of thoſe trying poſitions to which 
female virtue has been ſometimes expoſed, 
and never, in my experience, been able to 
reſiſt. Nor have I the leaft doubt but ſhe, 
with all the dignified ſuperiority of her 
character, - would have fallen, if Death had 
not appeared, as he oftener does than weak, 
ſhort-ſighted mortals are diſpoſed to con- 


ceive, a protector from over-hanging evil. 


The man in black, whom you ſuppoſe to 
be her husband, is the faithleſs and fa- 
yourite friend to whoſe hypocritic arts ſhe 

was 
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was on the verge of becoming a prey 
and his apparent grief is nothing more than 
the maſked rage of — luſt. 
and ambition.” 


« T have ſeldom,” exclaimed Don Cleo- 
fas, in a tone of uncommon animation,— 
« yery ſeldom beheld a ſcene of real life 
that has afforded me a more ſenſible plea- 
ſure than this chamber of death; AI ſtand, 
as it were, on the beach, and ſee the beau- 
teous veſſel eſcape the ſurrounding ſhoals, 
and enter the harbour of eternal ſafety,” 


And without any malicious deſign,” 
ſaid Aſmodeus, of cooling the charm- 
ing ardour of your heroic ſenſations, per- 


mit me to recommend your attentions to 


paſs on no further than the next door, 
where you will be the witneſs of another 
elcape,—which, though it may not work 
you up into ſuch poetic ſentiments as the 
laſt, has wherewithal, I ſhould hope, to 
* afford 
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afford a ſatisfaction very gratifying to your 
Humanity.” 


8 The beben whom you now ſee 
riſing from his bed, was taken fo very il] 
during the night, that he thought it ne. 
ceſſary to ſend for a phyſician ;—but from 
the hurry and alarm of the occaſion, or 
the careleſſneſs of thoſe who were concern- 
ed in this haſty commiſſion, the doctor 


was not rightly informed of the ſick gen- 


tleman's addreſs ;—and after driving about 
half the morning for nothing, was forced 
to give nature an opportunity, which me- 
dical profeſſors very ſeldom allow her, if 
they can poſſibly help it, to recover the 
patient herſelf.” 


ec And what wonderful eſcape 1s there 
in all this?” demanded the Count. 


A very providential one for the gentle 
man, anſwered the Demon; “ for if the 


doctor had an out, nature would 
have 


re 
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have been driven from the field, and the 
ſick man would have gone to his grave.“ 
„ Your Lordſhip,” continued he, has 
beheld in the courſe of this morning, va- 
rious exhibitions of the laſt ſcene of life. 
but no particular opportunity has occurred, 
till the preſent moment, of offering to 
your attention any regular repreſentation 
of a cool, determined preparation for it 
But the philoſophic perſonage in an upper 
room of the . ſmall houſe with ranges of 
flower-pots before the windows, 1s in that 
very ſerious. predicament,” 


J muſt then have miloppechena6t: 
your direction,” ſaid Don Cleofas, © for 
the perſon who is now in my view, though 
he has a very pale and emaciated form, 
does not by any means appear, according 
to my conception of the buſineſs, to be 


engaged 1n preparing for that country from 


whence no traveller-returns :—He is not 
accompanied -by any ſpiritual comforter of 
4 K 3 the 
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the church ;—on the contrary, he ſeems to 
be deeply engaged in the buſineſs and 
concerns of the world ;—and, inſtcad of 
books of prayer and devotion,—the table 
before him is covered with papers, which 
he ſeems to be examining with all the at- 
tention of a miſer, when he pores over 
the writings upon whoſe ſecurity he has 
advanced his money,” 


% He will not, however, anſwered 
Aſmodeus, © preſerve them with the ſame 
care; for while I am ſpeaking, you may 
ſee him conſign a large parcel of them, 
without any ceremony, to the flames.” 


e He is a man of taſte and learning, 
who has ſupported himſelf for many years, 
in a very comfortable manner, by the em- 
ployment of his pen ;—he has, however, 
long had an unfortunate propenſity to 
ſtrong liquors, which has at length brought 
him into a premature ſtate of decay, for 
which all the reſtorative powers of medi- 

cine 
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cine are of no avail.— He is ſenſible of his 
tuation, and meets his approaching end 
with the calmneſs of a pliloſophic mind. 
He thinks very rightly, that his future al- 
lotment will depend upon the general te- 
nor of his whole life; and that it cannot 
be effected by a ſudden or forced appli- 
cation to the offices of devotion, and the 
ceremonials of religion, at the laſt hour of 
it: he therefore employs the ſhort re- 


mainder of his appointed time,—as the in- 


tervals of ſtrength and ſpirits enable him,— 
in correct ing his works which have been 


already publiſhed, and examining his un- 


publiſhed manuſcripts ; leaſt the miſtaken 


zeal of friends, or the greedy avarice of 
bookſellers, ſhould diminiſh, by any poſt. 


humous volumes,—a caſe by no means un- 
common,—the reputation he has very de- 
ſervedly acquired by the publiſhed labours 
of his life. Indeed fo jealous is he of his 
literary character, that of the piles of pa- 
per, which would be ſufficient to form 


quartos and. folios, he will ſcarce leave 
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enough behind him to compole an octavo 
volume. | 


© The next door neighbour of this ſen. 
ſible author is alſo preparing to quit the 
enjoyments and buſineſs of life ; but his 
precautions, though governed by an equal 
ſolicitude, are not directed to a ſimilar 
object. For, as reputation was not a 
principal concern with him, during any 
part of his life, he is not very anxious 


about eſtabliſhing it after his death. 


ec This moſt excellent man has been 
ſeveral times tapped for the dropſy, but 
has now every reaſon to believe, that ke is | 
beyond any further relief from a repeti- | 
tion of that operation :—he has therefore 
determined to arrange the final ſettlement 
of his affairs, by making his laſt will and 
teſtament ;—which, having long practiſed 
as an attorney, he is certainly very well 
qualified to do, without any aſſiſtance 
whatever, — There is, however, a ſingular 
example 


„ , tu 
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example of profeſſional candour in this 
important tranſaction, which merits your 


particular attention; —for, having never 


done a ſingle thing, throughout a very 


active life, but with a view to the money 


he was to get by it, he is actually afraid 
of doing any thing tor nothing, even tho? 


it be for himſelf ;—leſt, not having his 
accuſtomed motives, he ſhould forget his 
accuſtomed ſkill and ſagacity.— He has, 


therefore, previous to his profeſſional oc- 
cupation, taken five guineas out of his 


right-hand breeches pocket, and put it 
into his left, in order, by this appearance 


of receiving a fee, to ſtimulate his atten- 
tion, and ſecure a right to his own. Know- 
ledge, in this laſt, and very eſſential act of 
his ae and his life.“ 


cc This is a very a little hiſtory,” 
laid the Count, of that propenſity in the 
human mind to deceive itſelf; — and 
| doubt, not will be conſidered as a very 


entertaining anecdote by you and your 
K L friends. 
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friends.—It alſo diſpoſes me to obſerve, 
that thoſe worldly habits muſt poſſeſs an 
uncommon degree of inveteracy, that re- 
tain their power to the laſt gleam of de. 
parting exiſtence ;—and the mind, I fear, 
muſt be hardened to a moſt fatal degree of 
obduracy, which retains the violence of 
intereſted paſſions to the period when their 
paſt gratification does not afford a pleaſing 
recollection, and the future enjoyment of 
them is without hope,—Death, preceded 
by inſenſibility, cannot be a death of 
comfort; —and the man whoſe heart re- 
tains an envious wiſh, and a reſentful ſen- 
ſation, however he may pong himſelf 
cannot be ſaid to die in ona 


© There is not,” ſaid thi Demon ſmi⸗ 
ling, „a biſhop or divine, in any Chriſ- 
tian country, who could, with the ſhadow 
of conſiſtency, refuſe his aſſent to your 
doctrine; it is orthodoxy itſelf ;—and yet, 
ſuch is the ſtrange compoſition of the hu- 
man character, it ſometimes happens, that 
; men 
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men not only meet death without fear; 
but with the greateſt compoſure, whoſe 


laſt hours manifeſt all the reſentment of 
© their lives, and who exert themſelves to 


perpetuate their diſpleaſure, when the 
heart that felt it is mouldered into duſt, 


&« As an example of this obſervation, — 
fo mortifying to human excellence, —Imuſt 
deſire you to contemplate the figure of an 


enfeebled old man, bolſtered up in his bed, 


with a perſon writing at a ſmall table by 


the ſide of it. That gentleman- has been 


already afflicted by two ſtrokes of the apo- 


plexy,—has loſt the entire uſe of one ſide, 


—can ſcarce articulate ſufficiently to make 
himſelf underſtood, —and is in hourly ex- 
pectation of the final attack, which will 
transfer him from his bed to his tomb: 
Yet this unhappy man, who has had ſuch. 
painful and certain warnings of his diſſo- 
lution, —whoſe half of himſelf is, as it 
were, already under the dominion of death, 


Hand to whoſe mind, it might be imagined, 
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the ſentiments of benevolence and charity 
would be ſoothing and conſolatory,—this 
poor, dying man, is now engaged in 
giving inſtructions to his lawyer to draw 


up a codicil to his will, in order to mark 


his 1nveterate hatred of a former friend, 
whom he conceives, from ſome circum- 
ſtances, of which he was maliciouſly in- 
formed but yeſterday, to have acted with 
a degree of ingratitude which merits the 
reſentment he is at this moment indulging, 
with an original diſplay of violence and 


bitterneſs, 


This curious codicil, which has not its 
equal in the records of death-bed malevo- 
lence, 4s as follows : 


1 do hereby deſire my executors to 
© lay out the ſum of ten guineas in the 
© purchaſe of a picture, repreſenting the 
fable of the man ſtung to death by the 
viper, whom he had reſtored to life, by 
: * affording! i the warmth 91 his boſom ;— 

and 
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© and that, when ſuch picture is purchaſed, 
I do defire my ſaid executors to have it 
« carefully conveyed to — — — — Eſq. 

« as a legacy left him by me, inſtead of the 


* ſum of three thouſand pounds, which, 


© had bequeathed him, before I diſcovered 
that the fabulous ingratitude of the rep- 
« tile was realiſed in him.“ 


Af you cannot conſiſtently do it for the 
honour of human nature,“ exclaimed Don 
Cleofas, © do, I beſeech you, for the ſake 


of my feelings, inſtantly aſſure me, that 


the moſt malignant of your cohort of ſpi- 
rits has poſſeſſed itſelf of this dying man's 
boſom. —It could be nothing leſs than the 
fatal exertions of ſome malevolent power, 


that could work up a mind poſlefling all 
its reaſon, to find conſolation under ſuch 


infirmities, and at the laſt hour of life, in 
ſhaping revenge into ſuch a malignant and 
curious form.—I muſt, my good friend, 
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% Aſk no queſtions on the ſubject, i 
you pleaſe,” {aid the Demon, “ but amuſe 
your impatience by examining the contents 
of an hackney-coach that ſtops at a door 


uſt within our view ;—you will there fee 


ſomething, perhaps, that may change the 
nature of your preſent anxiety.” 


„ A fick gentleman,” obſerved the 
Count, “ aſſiſted by three others, is taken 


from the carriage, and borne with much 


apparent care and tenderneſs into the 
houſe; where, I am to ſuppoſe, from his 


being at this time preſented to my atten- 


tion, he will ſhortly breathe his laſt.” 


de It is even fo,” anſwered Aſmodeus; 


#* he has, within this hour, received a 
ball in a duel, which will have the pre- 


ciſè effect upon him that you have prog- 
noſticated.— Ihe origin and concluſion of 


the buſineſs I ſhall now take the liberty of 


relating to you. 


Mr 7 


8 


IN ENGLAND» 207 


ce Mr; W — — — is a gentleman of a 
moderate, independent fortune, who was 
originally intended for the law, which he 
for ſome time ſtudied in one of the inns of 
court but though his talents were formed 
to attain eminence in any profeſſion, his 
mind was unarabitious of greatneſs, and 


his taſte was entirely devoted to the fine 


arts and polite learning. It cannot there- 
fore be heard by you with any degree of 
ſurprize, that he at length determined to 
content himſelf with his fortune, ſuch as it 
was, and purſue thoſe objects, unprofitable 


as they might be, which were moſt ſuit- 


able to his character and diſpoſition. He 
accordingly quitted the cumbrous folios of 
a lawycr's library, and the midnight lamp 
of law fludy, for the leſs ambitious, but 
more delightful purſuits of an elegant and 
claſſical mind. After paſling ſeveral years 
in foreign countries, he returned to his 


own, that Kind of accompliſhed man whoſe. 


ſociety never fails of being courted by all 
perſons of KEterary eminence, and every 
lover 
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lover of poliſhed ſcience. In this manner 
he has paſſed, to the unfortunate day be- 
fore us, a life of ſolid: ſatisfaction, and 
real honour. Tranquillity and learned 
caſe were all he deſired, —and he poſſeſſed 
the means of enjoying them. 


This amiable gentleman very fre- 


quently viſited a lady of conſiderable for- 


tune, who was a diſtant relation of his 


mother's, without any other views than 


ſuch as the. regard and reſpe& due to a 


perſon ſo connected with him, might be 
ſuppoſed to diftate.—This good lady, as I 
have juſt obſerved, was poſſeſſed of an 
ample fortune, which, ſome months ago, 

became an intereſting object to a diſtreſſed 
younger brother of. a noble family, who 
had made an accidental acquaintance with 
her at one of the public places of ſummer 
reſort. As he was a man of faſhion, ſhe 
received him, in a general way, at her 
| houſe in town, without the leaſt ſuſpicion 


of his intentions— Indeed the was ſo aſto- 


niſned 


— 1— 2 mn. — 
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niſhed at hearing his propoſals of marriage, 
that her refuſal did not wear the form of 
politeneſs, with which ſhe would moſt 
certainly have ſoftened it, if ſhe had been, 
by any previous intelligence, in a ſtate of 


preparation to communicate a denial of ſo 


unpleaſant a nature. 


« The diſappointed lover, whoſe per- 
ſonal vanity and family pride could not 


reconcile ſuch a refuſal from the daughter 
of a merchant, and the widow of a banker, 


to any other cauſe but a particular and 


acknowledged preference ro ſome other 


perſon, had, from the eaſy, familiar man- 
ner with which he had obſerved the lady to 


conduct herſelf towards Mr. W———, 
ſet down that gentleman on his tablets as 
his favoured rival.—In ſuch a caſe, he had 
nothing to do, but to confole himſelf as 


well as he could, by applying to the com- 
mon amuſements of young men of his. 


character and diſpoſition, —Still, however, 


as his affairs became more diſarranged 
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and his circumſtances more critical, he 
occalionally looked back with a renewed 
eye of regret to the widow's fortune ;—and 
finding at the end of three months, that 
ſhe was ſtill unmarried, and from further 
enquiries, that Mr. W 
conſidered as her lover, but merely as her 
relation and friend, —he determined to 


make another attack upon the lady and her 


treaſ ure. 


As he now made his approaches in a 
more regular form than he had betore 
done, —ſhe was prepared to defend herſelf 
in a very different manner than when he 


attempted to take her by a coup de main— 


When therefore he drew ſo nigh as to re- 
peat his former propoſitions, ſhe told him, 
in terms of great civility, but with a very 
confounding firmneſs of tone and manner, 
— that, as ſhe had foreſeen for ſome time, 
the honour he had then done her, ſhe had 
herſelf given the ſubject every previous 
conſideration which it required ;—and had 

allo 


not 


7 
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allo conſulted thoſe by whoſe opinion ſhe 
had been in the habit of determining every 
important act of her widowed life; — ſhe 
ſhould therefore, without entering into 
any explanation whatever, inform him at. 
once, that the original determination of 
her own mind was fully confirmed by the 
advice of her friends, - which was to de- 
cline that change in her ſituation which he 
had thought proper to propoſe. 


© This high-ſpirit2d gentleman, who 
was again repulſed in ſuch an important 
enterprize, had hitherto conſidered Mr. 
W merely as an unoffending rival, 
whoſe better fortune he could only envy ;— 
but the appearance of things now began to 
wear a different colour; and he did not 
heſitate to conſider that gentleman as one 
of thoſe friends of the lady, who had 
adviſed her in her conduct reſpecting him - 
ſelf, —As ſuch an interference appeared to 
his jealous, intereſted honour, in the light 


of a perſonal inſult, he was determined, 
| at 
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it poſſible, to know the fact; — and if he 
ſhould find it to be as his ſuſpicion had 
ſuggeſted, to make it a 2 of honour- 
able revenge. | 


2 a Inte 2. 


383 K 


Mr. W— „ with- the tranquil. Wl * 
diſpoſition of a philoſopher, had,—both IM ' 
from his education, and his communica- 
tions with the world, acquired that manly 

ſpirit which is conſidered in poli ſhed ſociet | 
as neceſſary to maintain the character of a 
gentleman :--He therefore receiyed the dil- 
appointed lover with all the eaſe of well- 
bred indifference.;—and when he was aſked Ml 

whether he had interfered in diſpoſing the 
lady” s mind to refuſe the connection which | 
had been propoſed to her,-—the queſtion 
appeared to him to be put with ſo much 
preſumption, hauteur, and apparent me- 
nace, —that he was unhappily irritated be- 
yond his uſual bounds of diſcretion ; and, 
to his denial of having been conſulted on: 
the occaſion, —he added a very unreſerved. 
declaration — that if his relation had 
thought 


1- 
l. 
1. 
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thought proper to have honoured him 
with her confidence in the buſineſs, —he 
ſhould have confirmed the opinion of thoſe 
friends whoſe advice ſhe had ſo wiſely 
adopted. As you may ſuppoſe,—a very 
angry converſation immediately enſued, — 
mutual inſults followed; — and a duel was 
this morning fought by them,—the conſe- 
quence of which you have in ſome mea- 
ſure beheld; 1 


6. M. vV; is mortally wounded ; 
—and when his own ſuſpicions are con- 
firmed by a conſultation of ſurgeons, {who 
will be called to give their opinion on his 
caſe, —he will prepare for death with the 
calm, benevolent ſpirit that has diſtin- 
ouiſhed his life :—Nor will his friends, 
who feel a reſentment for him which he 
does not feel for himſelf, be able to pre- 
vail on him to ſay one word that may tend 
to the prejudice of his antagoniſt ;— on 
the contrary, —he will die with the decla- 
ration, that he alone was to blame; — and 
1 that 
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that the gentleman with whom he fought, 
had behaved like a man of honour. —Nay, 
his laſt requeſt to them all will be, that if 
the ſurvivor ſhould be brought to trial, 
they will repeat his laſt words as an excul- 
patory rem in favour of the unfortu. 
nate man.“ 


c As an human being,“ ſaid the Count, 
« T am in ſome degree reſtored to myſelf,; 
but I at the ſame time feel a new and 
more lively regret ariſe in my mind, at 
the concluſion of the hiſtory.— I wiſhed the 
dying paralytic to live, that he might, if 
poſſible, have learned benevolence ;—and 
I lament the death of the excellent man 
who fell in the duel, Ow he is cut offt in 
the habitual e of it.” 


« Tt is a trut! „ ' anſwered Aſmodeus, 
4e that a devil ought not to teach ;—and 
might wear a ſuſpicious appearance, if it 
came from any other than myſelf ;—but 


the fact is, that he who dies to virtue, can 
* nee 
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never be juſtly ſaid to die too ſoon.— Mr. 
W might have lived, from various 
cauſes, to have loſt, or to have ſuffered, 
at leaſt, a diminution of his virtues ;— 
and though the weakneſs of the human 
heart may lament him,—the wiſdom of 
the mind will, under all the unpleaſant 
circumſtances of his end, congratulate his 
eſcape. 


« But to proceed: — I muſt entreat 
your Lordſhip to turn your eyes from the 
ſtreet to the back part of a range of houſes 
to the left of our preſent ſituation, and in 
the very firſt of them you will ſec an clder- 
ly perſon, in a great chair, converſing 
with a couple of gentlemen, who lit on the 
other {ide of the table.“ 


“] ſee them as plain,” ſaid Don Cleo- 
fas, as if I was at the window of their 
chamber ;—and from the eaſy manner, and 
ut pleaſant aſpect of them all, I could wiſh | 
an | to 
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to be informed of the ſubject of their con. 
verſation.“ 8 


It would be perfectly Socralic, re. 
plied Aſmodeus, © if the preſent compa- 


nions of the dying man happened to wear. 


the melancholy countenances of thoſe who 
accompanied the laſt ſcene of the celcbra- 
ted philoſopher. —The diſcourſe of this 
party is on the immortality of the ſoul ;— 
which, however, does no more than give 
the peculiar colouring of the moment to 
their former confirmed opinions on that 
important and elevating ſubject, — The 
ſick man confiders himſelf only as on tie 
point of changing, to uſe his own familiar 
expreſſion, one place for another. While 
the two gentlemen with him, who have 
been his moſt intimate friends, and are 
about the ſame age, conſider him as ſet- 
ting our a little while before them, on 2 
journey which they themſelves expect 


ſhortly to take, —and to a country where 


it 
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it is their hope and belief that they ſhall 
ſoon rejoin him. — They reaſon on life as 
men who, throughout every part” of it, 
haye looked towards the period, whoſe 
near approach they now regard with all 
the calm contemplation of conſcious virtue. 


«© The excellent man in the arm- chair, 
whoſe countenance expreſſes what may, 
with great truth, be called the moſt ſub- 
lime ſtate of the mind, —and whoſe con- ; 
verſation poſſeſſes the placid energies of it, 
has not many hours to live: — He is free 
from pain,—and he knows his preſent eaſe 
to be the ſure ſymptom of approaching 
death.— It is, as he is now expreſſing 
himſelf, — a bleſſing from Heaven, to 
enable the mind to make its laſt incorpo- 
nted exertion without being 1nterrupted 
by pain, or obſcured by inſenſibility.— 
The mortal and immortal parts of me, he 
lays, will I truſt, make their eternal ſepa- 
ration in good humour with each other. 

Von. F. L « One 


* 
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% One might almoſt wiſh,” ſaid Don 
Cleofas, © to be one of their company; 
for I cannot diſcover any thing in either of 
them that looks like fool-hardineſs or ti- 
midity,—preſumption or deſpair, —enthu- 
ſiaſm or infidelity ; it is the calm, quiet 
ſociety of good men looking the moſt aw. 
ful object of life in the face, without the 
fainteſt ſenſation of terror, or any ſhadow 
of doubt in the final diſtribution of eternal 
Juſtice.” 


cc They are all of them,” replied Aſ- 
modeus, among the beſt of men ;—and 
the magnanimous temper of the dying man 
is not more evident in his preſent ſenti- 
ments, than his paſt actions ;—as you will 
be convinced from the very brief ſketch ! 
ſhall give you of his life. 


He had received an education, ſuited 
in every particular to the heir of a great 
landed property; and on the day he came 
of age, his uncle e down in a fit, 


amid 
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amid the feſtivities of the occaſion, from 
which he never recovered; and left his 
fortune in ſuch an involved ſtate to his 
nephew, that the latter was advancing to- 
wards the middle period of life before he 
had diſentangled himſelf from the embar- 
raſſments he had ſo unexpectedly inherited. 
For twelve years was he calumniated and 
ill- treated, oppoſed and thwarted, by a 
diſtant relation, through whoſe arts, and 
from whoſe unjuſt claims, he was, du- 
ring all that time, in a very diſtreſſing 
ſtate of ſuſpence, apprehenſion, and de- 
pendenge.—At length, however, the law, 
which eſtabliſhed him in his rights, —pro- 
nounced the ruin of his villainous oppo- 
nent, who, after ſeveral years of ſhift 
and tricks, found himſelf at laſt encloſed 
In a priſon, on account of debts, which 
there was no probable expectation he 
would be ever able to diſcharge. —Of ſuch 
an event this excellent man was no ſooner 
informed, than he ſecretly ſent him a 
weekly upp, for the comfortable ſup- 

„ Ps 
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port of his ſituation. — The impriſoned 
debtor has ever been influenced by thoſe 
paſſions which would render it impoſſible 
for him, amidſt all his conjectures, to 
ſuppoſe for a moment, that this ſeaſonable 
and ſaving relief could come in return for 
ſuch a long courſe of injuries. The will of 
the dying gentleman will however aſtaniſh 
him with the knowledge of his benefactor; 
for there he will find a ſum of money left, 
ſufficient to give him liberty ; — and a 
comfortable annuity to be paid him by the 
executors, as long as they ſhall be of opi- 
nion that he makes a proper uſe of it.” 


s This is a moſt animating picture,“ 

ſaid the Count, © and I thank you for it 
with all my heart.—That quality of the 

mind which we generally call heroiſm, is 
oftentimes poſſeſſed by the worſt of men. 
Tyrants have been heroes ;—cowards have 
died with all the appearance of courage; 
 e—deſpair has performed the moſt brilliant 
actions; — traitors and murderers have 
5 "Oo ſtood 
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ſtood firm while the executioner trem- 
bled, —and obduracy of heart has been 
able to mimic the calm philoſophy of a 
dying hour :—But the true heroiſm of 
death can only ariſe from the undeceiving 
conſciouſneſs of an honourable and virtuous 
life; — and ſuch a picture of heroiſm,— 
thanks to your friendly communications. — 
is now unveiled to me.— It redeems every 
mortifying or diſtreſsful ſcene which this 
day has preſented ;—and will fortify me 
againſt any dubious or alarming reflections, 
which might otherwiſe ariſe from ſuch as 
may yet be expoſed to me in the courſe of 
it,” | | | 


e Such a declaration,” ſaid Aſmodeus, 
*© 15 exactly ſuited to your_ preſent ſitua- 
tion ;—and I truſt that you are about to 
confirm the truth of it in the calm manner 
in which you will hear me relate an ex- 
ample of human inſenſibility, which is 
without parallel even in my extenſive ex- 
perienee of human conduct. The particu- 
L3 lar 
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lar object of it is a man in the room with 
a Venetian window ;—you may now ſce 


him reading a pamphlet, and taking his 


chocolate, with the moſt perfect tranquil. 


lity, —nor does he belie the ſituation of 


his mind ;—though the moſt intimate 
friend he had in the world, —whom he has 
known, and,—as he would ſay,—loved, 
from his earlieſt years, lies dead, from the 
violence of a diſpute between them, in the 
chamber immediately over him. 


« Theſe two friends, as we muſt call 
them, are natives of France ; and came to 
paſs ſome time together in this country :— 
They took that houſe, where they both re- 
ſided, dividing the expences of their little 
eſtabliſhment between them.—It was but 
yeſterday that theſe affectionate friends had 
a moſt acrimonious, and, as it proved, 
a fatal difference, for it terminated in the 
death of one of them. In giving their 
cook the neceſſary orders for dinner, the 

worthy 
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worthy man whom you now ſee, propoſed 
the aſparagus to be ſerved in gravy, while 
the other contended for plain butter.— 
One would ſuppoſe it impoſſible that any 
ſerious conſequences could ariſe from ſuch. 
a difference of taſte ;—but ſo it was ;—for 
their culinary arguments in ſupport of their 
reſpective diſhes, got at length to ſuch an 
height of diſpute and paſſion, that the 
advocate for plain butter broke a blood 
veſſel on the occaſion, which cauſed his 
immediate death,” 


In my life,” ſaid the Count, I 
have never heard of ſo ſtrange an accident; 
but, I pray you, be ſo kind as to inform 
me, how this friend ſupported the unex- 
pected and affecting circumſtance.” 


ce It is precifely what I am going to 
tell you,” replied the Demon. No ſoon- 
er had the ſurgeon who was called in de- 
clared the irrecoverable ſtate of his dying 
patient, than the ſurviving ame ſent 
L4 | inſtantiy 
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- Inſtantly for the cook ;—and after obſerv. 
ing that all conteſt about the arrangement 
of the dinner was at an end,—he told her, 
with the utmoſt tranquillity, to ſerve the 
aſparagus in gravy.” 


« This, my good friend,“ exclaimed 
Don Cleofas, © is a fabrication of your 
own wicked wit, to put the tranquil reſo- 
lution of my temper to the trial ;—and [ 
admire the ready ingenuity of your inven- 
tion but 


« A truce, my Lord, if you pleaſe, to 
your raillery;” interrupted Aſmodeus,— 
the fact is, without the leaſt exaggeration, 
as I have related it ;—and, if you wiſh to 
have your incredulity removed, I will diſ- 
cover to you the lifeleſs form, that you may 
judge for yourſelf.” 
« By no means,” replied the Count, 
I really wiſh, in this particular inſtance, 


to remain an unbeliever ;—and as for life- 
* ſe 
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leſs forms, —by whatever means they have 
been brought into that ſituation, - whether 


in the common courſe of nature, or from 


the violence of diſeaſe ; — whether they 
have fallen in diſputes for kingdoms, or 
the entremets of a table,—my eyes are not 


in the humour to communicate with them. 


„ Then,” ſaid the Devil upon Two 
Sticks, “you do not poſſeſs the diſpoſi- 
tions of that. gentleman in a black wig, 
who is hurrying along with all the haſte of 
ſome important buſineſs ;—and a very 
important one it is. to him,—for he has 
bribed an undertaker to get him a ſight of 
a dead Maid: of Honour ;—and by ſome 


very unexpected interruption, he is half 
an hour beyond the time of his appoint- 


ment. 


* Do not look, if you pleaſe, with fo 
much aſtoniſhment at me, — but at the 
perſon to whom I have directed your at- 
tentions; and J muſt inſiſt on your credit 
Ls to 
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to my aſſertion, that a very principal de. 


light of his life has long been, and ſtill is, 
to view the human appearance of death, — 
He is a perfect amateur of dead ſubjects; 
and he views the body of a fellow crea- 
ture, when deprived of life, in any ſhape 
or way, with the ſame guſto that the man 
of taſte regards an admirable example of 
painting or ſculpture, or any other beauti- 


ful diſplay of the fine arts. —He became an 


object of very ſerious diſpleaſure to the 
late King of this country, for having al. 
ſumed the appearance of an undertaker's 
workman, in order to get a ſight of the 
deceaſed . Queen, —and entertaining his 
friends, by his humourous deſcription of 
the weepings and wailings of bed-chainber 
ladies and maids of honour, on the mourn» 
ful occaſion.—A public execution is a 
ſcene of ſuch exquilite pleaſure to his fan- 
cy, that no temptation could induce bim 
to forego it ;—as you will readily conceive, 
when I inform you, that having made a very 
large bet in favour of his abſenting him- 

ſelf 
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ff from ſome particular ſpectacle of this 
nature, —he was actually diſcovered in the 
gratification of his irreſiſtible propenſitys- 
dreſſed in the habit of a woman, and ſeated 

upon the fore-horſe of a cart, behind the 
driver of it. Nay, ſo powerful is his curi- 
oſity for {ſuch melancholy objects, that he 
made a journey to Paris, with the ſole 
view of being preſent at the laſt horrid 

puniſhment of a criminal, whoſe tortures 
were cloſed by his being torn limb from 
limb by horſes, for having attempted the 
life of the King of France.“ 


J ſhould ſuppoſe then,” faid Don 
Cleofas, © that this very ſingular man,. 
with ſuch a love for the ſociety of the dead, 
does not find a very willing aſſociation 


among the 88 708 


Never was an opinion more errone-- 
ous,” anſwered Aſmodeus, his com- 
pany 1s ſought by all who are acquainted 
with * and envied by all who poſſeſs 

L6 not 
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not that enlivening privilege. While his 
foible is a ſubject of private ridicule, 
the animating exertion of his ſocial powers 
is a matter of general admiration.—In col- 
loquial brilliance he is without a rival ;— 
and with an apt, ready, and inexhauſtible 
wit, which 1s umverſally known, and on 
continual record, he poſſeſſes a very con- 
ſiderable ſtore of ſolid knowledge, which is 
confined to what may be called the home 
circle of his particular friends.” 


& But, in the name of wonder, do tell 
me,” ſaid the Count, , how does this 
man diſcharge the duties of an huſband ?— 
n what manner does he educate his chil- 
dren ?—Are they inured in their entrance 
into life, to an hereditary contemplation of 
the ſcenes of death ?—Are their tender 
minds ſcientifically hardened againſt the 
common emotions of nature ?—and does 
he think it becoming the human character, 
Eo or the ſureſt way to attain honour and 
OS” to pe * life without 
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thoſe ſentiments and affections which are 


allied to, and form a part of the tender 


virtues?“ 


« He is neither,” replied the De- 
mon, © an huſband or a father ;—but he 
is not without ſomething like the ſen- 
ſibility of the latter character; —for hav- 


ing no child of his own, he has adopt - 


ed the natural daughter of an intimate 
friend; who, when age and infirmities 
have put an end to his preſent purſuits, 
will be his delight and his conſolation.— 
He educates this amiable girl with all the 
laviſh care of parental affe&tion ;—and will 
continue his regard when he ſhall be no 
more, by leaving her a conſiderable part 
of his fortune.” | 


& After all,” ſaid Don Cleofas, “ if it 


were conſiſtent with the cuſtoms of the 


country,—my opinion 1s,—that his car- 
caſe ſhould be expoſed, after his death, to 


the gaze of every eye,” 
& And 
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« And ſuch a circumſtance, could it 
happen,” anſwered Aſmodeus, ©* would be 
foreſeen by him without any unpleaſant 
emotions. — His mind is troubled with 
none of thoſe delicate ſenſations which 
would be in general called forth by look- 
ing forward to ſuch an event: — for it is a 
matter of perfect indifference to him, whe- 
ther, when life no longer animates his 
frame, it ſhould be conſigned to the diſ- 
ſecting knife of a ſurgeon, —or be bornein 
all the parade of funeral pomp, to the 
ſepulchre of his anceſtors. —And there, if 
you pleaſe, we will leave him; for to an - 
ſwer all the interrogatories which may be 
put,—.or to give an explanation of all the 
obſervations which may be made concerning 
the eccentricity of the human character, is 
beyond the capacity of the moſt 1 ingenious 
devil of us all. | 


* Beſides, — with all your abhorrence of 
thoſe peculiarities which I have juii had the 


honour of relating to you, -I could pro- 
| duce 
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duce a thouſand examples of the common 
occurrences and ordinary purſuits of life, 
which are far more degrading to the mind, 
—more diſhonourable to human nature,— 


and more injurious to ſociety, than that 


ſingularity of diſpoſition which has juſt 
received ſuch decided marks of your dif- 


ouſt and averſion.—I have even ſeveral 


characters now under my eye, which would 
incontrovertibly prove to you the truth 
of my aſſertion, —and I will ſelect one of 
them, who, being in a dying condition, 
is more particularly appropriate to the te- 
nor of our morning's employment. 


« The lady, whom you will honour 
with your attention, in a room with a bow 
window, half obſcured by green ſilk cur- 
tains, is one of thoſe, whoſe life, though 
in perfect harmony with the faſhion of the 
world, and the uſages of the higher claſs 
of ſociety, has been much more obnoxious 
to herſelf, and much leſs productive of 


good to others, than that of the death- 
| f hunter, 
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hunter, whoſe very idea, I perceive, gives 


to your features the ſilent language of 
abhorrence, 


« A long courſe of years has furniſhed 


her with no other pleaſure, but ſuch a; 


can be found in the feveriſh employments 
of the card-table.—With a fortune by no 
means more than ſufficient for the com- 
mon appearances of genteel life, ſhe plays 
as if ſhe had a ducal revenue at her com- 
mand: Nay, one high-ſpirited evening 
has frequently ſeen a whole year's income 
put to the hazard. Though ſhe has prac- 
tiſed this buſineſs of her life with conſider- 
able ſucceſs, for ſo it may be called, —as 
ſhe has not long ago been abſolutely 
ruined, —her mind can never have known 
a moment's. tranquillity ſince ſhe firſt 
began to offer her nocturnal facrifices to 


the demon of gaming. The agitated joy 


which ariſes from winning, and the fret- 


ful miſery which muſt proceed from 


loſing.— with the occaſional alarms of to- 


tal 
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tal ruin, — have long occupied between 
them, her harraſſed mind, nor left a ſingle 
interval for benevolence, —for pity, for 
the endearing ſentiments of ſympathetic 
tenderneſs and affection, —or for any of 
thoſe charities which at once foften and 


elevate the heart. 


ce In ſhort, the diſtractions and irre- 
gularities of ſuch a life have brought on 
a cancerous diforder, which will ſhortly 
terminate in her death;—and you now 
behold her in a ſtate of bodily anguiſh, 


which is capable of no alleviation but - 
from the temporary influence of opiates, 
—and without any mental conſolation, 


but ſuch as can be derived from the rc- 
flection that ſhe has paſſed her life in 
the beſt company,—and has ſtill a frag- 


ment of her fortune left from the vor- 
tex of the gaming table, which will prove 


ſuſicient to pay her ſurgeons,—to pro- 
vide herſelf with a decent burial,—and to 


leave an annuity to an old ſervant, for 


the 


= * 4 
- Sx S WM 
———_——— ae. 


234 DEVIL UPON TWO STICK$ 


the due maintenance of two Ruſſian cat, 
a prating parrot and a French lap-dog,” 


r e | b 
& This is a very ſtrange ſource of con. 
ſolation indeed,” obſerved the Count, © but U 
I begin to be reconciled a little to the va. 
rieties of the human mind, in a. ſituation, u 
where I muſt own, till this day, I did not te 
ſuſpect they could prevail, at leaſt in that I ſt 
proportion which, by your favour, is now il 1; 
evident to my conviction.” n 
| | | el 
cc I have more than once had occaſion Ml 
to remark, during the courſe of this morn- 
ing,” ſaid the Demon, that the ſinguls 
rities of the paſſions, and the peculiar h- if a 
bits of the mind, attend poor mortals thro Ml la 
life, nor quit them till they die ;—and li. 
though I have not much more time to ci 
| ſpare you at preſent, what yet remains af Nb. 
it, will continue to give added confirmation ¶ hi 
to thoſe opinions which have ariſen in you! {War 
mind from the experience of your preſem {Wot 


occupation; but to proceed: 
: | — in 
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In a long room, which projects from 
the center houſe, and forms an elegant li- 
brary, you may ſee an old man, in a green 
be de chambre, and a night - cap, tied at 
the top by a ribbon of the ſame colour, 


Vith a pair of crutches reſting againſt the 
n, WF wainſcot beſide him.— He is verging alſo 
ot to the final period of exiſtence,—a circum- 


ſtance that does not affect him with the 
leaſt alarm, — and of which he is at this 
moment diſcourſing to his family, with the 
eloquence of a ſcholar, and the philoſophy 


ol a ſtoick. _ 
Ne ; : Ry ; 
4. © He is a gentleman of large fortune, 


and has paſſed all the leiſure hours of the 
laſt forty years in the acquiſition of elegant 
literature: — His life, if it has not been 
aftinguiſhed for its utility, has, at leaſt, 
deen innocent ;—for the prudent care of 
his family, —the employment of his ſtudy, 
and the ſociety of rather a confined circle 
of ſenſible men, have occupied all his 
time, ſince he arrived at the age of man- 
| hood 
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hood to the preſent moment, when all hj 
Occupations are haſtening to a concluſion, 


© The active ſcenes and buſy engage. 
ments of the world, have had no charm for 
him :—He has a very commanding inte. 
reſt in a borough, but could never be per. 
ſuaded, by his. family or his friends, to 


offer himſelf to the certain and uncontro- MI) 
led repreſentation of it though the ſens 
0 


torial office was, apparently, of all others, 
the moſt adapted to his character, as it 
| has ever been his principal pleaſure, —aud 
ſome have thought it a prevailing foible,— 
to indulge himſelf in a ceaſeleſs fluency of 
ſpeech, which gave all his converſation, 

- whatever the ſubject of it might be, - ube. 
ther trivial or important, the form of 
grave diſcourſe, and detailed illuſtration 
For the fact is, — that a misfortune which 
gave him a ſubje& for harangue, and a 
bleſſing that afforded no ſcope for his clo. 
quence, poſſeſſed ſomewhat of an equiv 
lent value in his mind. 


The 
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hi « The predominant diſpoſition of this 
n. öngular perſon was very naturally indul- 

| ged by his family, —who indeed may be 
* ſaid to have been inured to it from their 
* Mcradles;—and his intimate friends, —whg 
te bored him for the many good qualities he 
1 poſſeſſed, were always willing to let him 
ococcupy the place in converſation which he 
1 W's diſpoſed to take; —or, as was very 
a. fbeauently the caſe, to engroſs the whole 
of it.—As for the younger part of his ac- 
* quaintance, beſides their knowledge of his 
1 habits, which would of courſe produce an 
acquieſcence in them, — they reaped in- 
0 ſtruction from his diſcourſes, and were 


therefore delighted to become the ſilent at- 
tendants on his ſociĩety. 


* 


immediate and partial favour ; and it has 
ſometimes happened, that artful people 
have, by their well conducted impoſitions, 
made him pay dear for the pleaſure of 
oommunicating his opinions to them.— 
4 8 | In 


ee To aſk his advice was to gain his 
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In ſhort, —he not only conſoles himſelf on 


the eternal ſeparation from his friends and 
children, which is now approaching,— 
but may be almoſt faid to delight in it— 
from the characteriſtic reflection on the 
many fine things which may be ſaid upon 
it.— All that has fallen from the pens of 
Pagan and Chriſtian writers, on the ſub. 
ject of death ;—and all that has been ſaid 


by heroes, philoſophers, ſages, and mar. 


tyrs, at the laſt hour of life, is familiar to 
his mind ;—and he 1s at this time adding 
his own reflections to the moralizing train 
of other men, and other times, on the 


common topic of human mortality.” 


& As it may, perhaps, amuſe you, 


continued Aſmodeus, © to hear the manner 
in which this elegant and amiable pedant 


is conſoling himſelf, and his ſurrounding 


relations, on the' ſubje& of his approach- 
ing diſſolution, —l will repeat his ſenti- 


ments in the very language in which he 1s 
| — 


3 
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at this moment delivering them to the ſo- 
mn little auditory before him.” 

When I tell you, my children, that I 
eam about to die, your looks exprets the 


© mingled ſentiments of ſurprize and af- 
© flition :—Bur where fore ſhould you be 
© aſtoniſhed that I am about to fulfil that 
* defign of my nature for which I was 
born? After ſo many generations of 


© men, from the creation of the world, 


* have ſunk into the grave, you might, 


indeed, look with amazement, if any 
individual of the preſent race of mankind 


were to be preſerved from it.— When 


* Abraham and the patriarchs, — when 
' Moſes and the prophets, — when the 


* evangeliſts and the apoſtles, have ſub- 


* mitted to the common fate of man;— 
* or, to ſelect our examples from the leſs 
' ſacred characters, who have made a 


figure in the world, in the ordinary 


* courſe of human progreſſion ; — when 
Alexander and Czſar,—when Demoſthe- 
nes, 


"172 £ 
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© nes and 88 Socrates and 
Plato, — when Cato and Brutus, — when 


© theſe illuſtrious conquerors, — powerful 
* orators,—ſublime philoſophers, and fi. 

© gid patriots of other times and other 

countries; when Marlborough and 
Wolfe, — when Chatham and Boling- 
c broke,— when Locke and N ewton,— 
© when Sidney and Ruſſel, who 5 
© the ſame diſtinguiſhed characters, as 


were, in our own time, and in our 


f countiy 1 ſay, when the grave has 
© heaped its mould on theſe men, and 
many others of equal name,—wherefore 
ſhould it ſurprize you that I, who am 

beneath the loweſt of them in the ſcale 
of exiſtence, am about to add another 

ſubje& to. the realms of death ?—The 
cauſe of wonder is rather, that life, with 
all thoſe open and ſecret enemies, which 

begin their attack at the moment of 

our birth, and beſiege us in our cradles, 

ſhould be of ſo long duration. —Indeed, 

9 I conſider the helplefs ſtate of in- 
« fancy, 
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fancy, the careleſs folly of our boyiſh 
days, —the paſſions of youth,—and the 
© buſtle of advanced life, — the train of diſ- 
© eaſes to which we are ſubje&,—the pe- 
© rils by land, and the perils by water, — 
© with the ſorrows, afflictions, and heart- 
© achs, which perpetually haraſs man in 
© his march through life, —it is matter of 
the moſt ſerious aſtoniſhment to me, 
that I, at the prolonged age of three- 
© ſcore and five years, am taking leave 
© of the world, —How many juſt open 
© their eyes on the day, and then cloſe them 
© for ever ?—Numbers have ſcarce quitted 
the breaſts of their mother, when they 
* ſunk into the earth, on which they 
* juſt began to tread. —Youth is a ſeaſon | 
' peculiarly fatal to life,—and manhood, 
* with all its ſtrength, is the frequent vic- 
tim of death. Of the myriads which are 
called into exiſtence, how few is the 
comparative number of thoſe who reach 
| © the period which I have attained !—Ins 
* deed, when I look back at the friends 

VoL V. M ; c and 
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© and companions of my early days 


4 with whom 1 begun, as it were, the 


© race of life, -I behold the plain beftrewn 
2 with them, —and ſcarce one remains to 
ſee me reach the goal. 


2 To feel aſtoniſhment,—if you do feel 


< it,—at an event ſo common, — which 


you muſt, in the ordinary courſe of na- 
© ture, expect for me now, and for your- 


n hereafter,.— betrays a negligence 


© of reflection that it will become you to 
correct; — nor will the common af- 
fliction, ſo often, and, as I think, 6 
idly diſplayed, at our mortal ſeparations 
from each other, eſpecially when they 
wait upon what may be called the ma- 
turity of nature, find a juſtifiable excuſe, 
on any principle of wiſdom. 


Death cannot be an evil, becauſe it 
js univerſal ;—for I do not heſitate to 
< ſay, that it is not in the nature, — I had 


4 almoſt added, it is not in the power, of 
« the 


— 
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the Supreme Being, according to our 


view and conception of his attributes 
© and eſſence, to create an univerſal evil.— 


© Death is no more an evil than life ;— 
© and while we rejoice in the one, we de- 
grade the powers of our reaſon, and be- 
© lie the hopes of our virtue, to lament 


© the other. As men, it becomes us to 
© bewail our errors, and the tear that is 


' ſhed over human infitmity, may not al- 
© ways diſgrace us; but to weep becauſe 


© the career of error and infirmity verges 


Ctoa cloſe, betrays a mind inſenfible to 
e the dignity of virtue, or ſo debaſed by 
the grovelling paſſions, as to be rendered 


© incapable of being ennobled by it. 


© We were certainly ſent into this 
© world as a ſcene of trial and conflict 
© We were born to ſuffer ;—Our ſorrows 


are a neceſſary, and therefore a beautiful 


part of our exiſtence. Philoſophy and 


f religioa both preach this doctrine ;—and- 


© they. both, if, in compliance 8 8 ſome 
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particular opinions, we may be allowed to 
" < ſeparate them, —afford us the means df 
becoming conquerors over all thoſe ene. 
mies which are permitted to oppoſe us, 
in order to give us an opportunity of 
* exerting our faculties, proving our vir- 
tue, and thereby preparing us for the 
final elevation of our nature. | 


© Tf the moſt illuſtrious youth of wiſe 
and poliſhed Greece, aſpired to diſplay 
© their ſkill, their ſtrength, their courage, 
and their patience,—or even to ſacrifice 
© their lives, at the Olympic games,—and 
£ conſidered the applauſes of the venerable 
© ſages of their country, as the moſt enno- 
< bling rewards that various victory could 
© receive, with what ſuperior pride ſhould 
© enlightened man exert the nobleſt energie 
© of his nature, who knows that the con- 
© teſts of life are performed in the view of 
< Heaven;—and that the prize for which 


© he contends, is not the wreath of an 
x”: hour, 


n 
55 


hour,. but a crown that will be verdant 


for ever. 


As the waves of the ocean, ſo do the 
generations of men ſucceed one another. 
We ſtand, as it were, upon the duſt of 
our anceſtors, —and we ſhall form the 


© baſe of thoſe who come after us.— All 


things are progreſſive, and, with unva- 
* rying pace, proceed towards the com- 
* pletion of the great object, whatever it 
may be, for which they were all ori- 
* ginally formed. —I, who am no more 
than an atom in the general maſs of 


* creation, —after having paſſed through 


the preparatory ſtate of life, am haſten- 
© ing to the part I am to take in that exiſt- 
' ence to which death will conſign me.— 

And of what ſhould I be afraid?—T, 
who have always felt the dignity of my 


nature, and borne in my mind the pride 


* of my celeſtial origin: and, though 


* often, and, as I conceive, neceſſarily, 
* encumbered with human difficulties, 
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and perplexed by the natural obſtruc. 
tions of our common allotment,—l fe 
at this moment, when I am about tg 
* ſhake off the mortal coil, that my ſou] 
© 1s/emancipating itſelf from the ſhackle, 
© of mortality: Nor can I be ſufficiently 
© thankful that it is in a fit ſtate to take 
its flight to eternity, being unſpotted 
by the ſtains of mortal corruption, and 
cleanſed from all thoſe groſs materials 
with which it has been burthened in its 
Poe along, the nl of time.“ 


2s; 
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20-2 have Calferd 1 N I rejoice 
I that I have felt it.— I have had my con- 
e flicts,—but I look vpon them with the ex. 
ulting eye of the ſoldier, who dwells on 
thoſe toils and dangers which have given 
him his hurels.— My life has been that 
ſtate of vnoppreſſive ſorrow which the 
world calls proſperity; and I am moſt 


——_—  — 
. II ner ee ee I es 


2 a 2 1 


A 


— — — 
— l : ——.ͤĩ —ͤͤ—————23xꝛüßĩÄ»˖„7,ç0 — 


„500 ²˙·¹-1 m AA ⁵ - ²˙¹m-m r ˙ö 
7 a” r * 7 — 
* 
* 


185 grateful at this hour that it has not de- | 
. ceived me. At other periods this might 
F c have: been conſidered as the language 2 


— ens, ——— Ir ——n_—— 


855 © vanity, 


4 EE 


— 


—— —̃ — — 
Dm rr 


— 


| 


mx 


0 
0 
c 
0 
0 


C 


neſs of its nature, — and the power to 1 
prepare for the full enjoyment of it.— 
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vanity, —as the ſelf-conceit of an idle 
philoſophy ;—but I am now come to 
that moment. when. I can, without fear 
of deceiving myſelf, or the accuſation of 


deceiving others, declare the ſource of 


that ſerene comfort which the long pro- 
miſe of years to come, and the brighteſt 


© diadems of the world to crown them, 
would not tempt me to forego. 


© While I now ſpeak I am mortal;— 


but in a few hours, perhaps, what is 


myſelf, wilt have eſcaped from flavery 


to freedom. from night to day: I feel 


myſelf already at the portals of immorta- 


lity— My ſoul, while it was pent up 


in this crumbling frame, cannot have 
been faid to live; —it only poſſeſſed, in 
its unconſcious habitation, a conſciouſ- 


It has already exiſted unſeen by you, and 
will exiſt hereafter.— I have no more 


intereſt in this world. —My hopes are 
M4 *ſtrength- 
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* ſtrengthened even by my infirmities and 
decay and ] haſten to the object of al 
my wiſhes. — Oh the glorious hour, 
when I ſhall eſcape from this crowd,— 
this heap of pollution, and be admitted 
to the divine aſſembly of ſpirits,— to 
enjoy the ſociety of the great and good 
of all ages and countries, without inter- 
ruption, and for ever! 


A „ - A A „ 


* Such is the enthuſiaſm,” continued 
the Demon, * with which this honeſt 
man ſupports the moſt awful moments of 
life ;—and it is with this kind of intellec- 
tual mechaniſm, by which the mind, not. 
withſtanding all the fine things he has 
ſaid about it, is continually influenced,— 
that he has ſupported the diſappointments 
and afflictions, as well as heightened the 
enjoyments and pleaſures of his life — 
When he loſt the wife whom he loved, a 
fimilar oration prevented the tears from 
bedewing his cheeks; — and when the 
daughter on whom he doated, ſunk from 

by 8 bis 
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his arms into a premature grave, —he 
conſoled himſelf with diſcourſing on her 
virtues, —deſcribing the evils of life from 
which ſhe was delivered, —and apoſtrophi- 
ſing her ſpirit in the realms of happineſs. 
In ſhort, thus has he proceeded, in making 
almoſt every occurrence of his life a ſub- 
ject for his expatiating eloquence, to this 
moment, when he has employed it, as he 
hopes, to reconcile his ſurviving children 
to the approaching diſſolution of their 
father — and the enjoyment of that wealth 
which they will inherit from him.“ 


e The dying ſpeeches,” ſaid the Count, 
© which you are ſo good as to communi- 
cate to me, are, in good truth, very 
charming ſpecimens of eloquence and 
this in particular, is attended with all the 
effects that could be wiſhed by the de- 
parting orator;—for I do not perceive 
any thing like an appearance of ſorrow in 
the countenance of his little auditors ;— 
though, as you tell me, they hold the 

. M5 neareſt 
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neareſt relation to him But as you ſug- 
geſt that the good old man has a large 
fortune to leave behind him,—they may 
find arguments in his laſt will and teſta- 
ment, of great energy and effect towards 
ſupporting the loſs a are about to ſuſ- 
tain.” | 


If I had made ſuch a. ſarcaſtic obſer. 
vation? anſwered the Demon, you 
would, without the leaſt heſitation, have 
done me the honour to have applied it to 
the wicked ſuſpicions of my nature. To 
tell you the truth, I am moſt completely 
diſappointed at not hearing you break forth 

into ſome heroic eulogiums on this fine 
| ſpecimen of philoſophic oratory ; — for, 
after all, the man who can, by ſuch inno- 
cent means, enhance the pleaſures, and 
leſſen the evils of life, is an object which 
has a far ſuperior claim to the admiration 
of mankind, and is a better excuſe for their 
envy, than moſt of thoſe qualities wl:ich ſo 


continually awaken and employ thoſe con- 
8 | nected 
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nected ſentiments. —He certainly makes a 
very different figure, in the eye of reaſon, 
from the unhappy man in the very next 
houſe, who, inſtead of ſoothing his ſorrows 
by the theories of eloquence, or the play 
of his farcy, has put an end to them at 
once by the ſerious and practical applica- 
tion of a piſtol. The hiſtory of this buſi- 
neſs has ſome circumſtances of ſingularity, 
which will render it not wholly unworthy 
of your attention ] ſhall therefore pro- 
ceed at once to relate it to you. 


Mr. C — was a young gentleman: 
of great hopes, the heir of a very large for- 
tune, which had been entirely raiſed by 
his father, who, from very humble begin- 
nings, had, by his induſtry and good for- 
tune in trade, become one of the richeſt 
commercial individuals in this opulent 
kingdom. With this large ſtock of wealth, 
the old man had the ambition to form a 
ſtock of another kind, — he was very anxious 
to make what is called a family. He, 
M6 —_ therefore, 


128 
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therefore, educated his ſon in Gogh & enan- 
ner as to forward the eſtabliſhment of his 
views; but, while they were in a ſtate of 


Progreſſion, and the young gentleman was 


at college, the father died ſuddenly, and 
left him to the future poſſeſſion of this am- 
ple inheritance. On leaving the univerſity, 
Mr. E—— proceeded to make the tour of 
Europe, and while he was abroad, his good 
mother, who poſſeſſed all the family views 
of her late huſband, was looking about, 
among the young women of quality at 
home, for a daughter-in-law, wlio would 
add her high blood to their great wealth. 


ee While, however, the provident old 

Jady was thus forming her plan of domeſtic 
greatneſs in England, a certain ſly, young 
urchin of our fraternity, was moſt woefully 
deranging them in Italy.—Mr. C 


had been ſo ſtruck with the appearance of 
a nun, whom he ſaw at the ceremony of 
taking the veil, in an Italian town, that he 


became moſt n enamoured of the 
religious 


ay —— 33 „ 1 _ 2 
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religious lady; and, as money will do 
moſt things, —and he had enough to do 
almoſt any thing it can do,—he ſoon con- 
trived to make his ſentiments known to 
the object of his idolatry. 


cc Leonora was a beautiful woman of 
high birth, who having put on the veil, 
not from any religious impulſe, but from 
the intereſted and artful perſuaſions of her 
family, was not very much indiſpoſed to 
receive the homage of a young man of the 
firſt appearance, and diſtinguiſhed by his 
perſonal attractions; and, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of a widow lady, of her acquaintance, 
who was, with no great difficulty, prevailed 
on to become the duenna of the buſineſs, 
it proceeded as far as the moſt refined ſen- 
timents and the walls of a convent would 
allow. 8 


« But, without entering into an idle 
and tedious detail of every tender circum- 
ſtance which occurred from the firſt com- 
munication 
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munication of the lovers, I ſhall come at 
once to the moment when ſhe avowed x 
paſſion warm as his own, and engaged, 

that if he would return to England, and 
prepare his mother for the reception of her, 

in the character of a daughter, ſhe would 

eſcape from the convent, and follow him 
thither, —or die in the attempt. — He pro- 
miſed all ſhe could defire,—obeyed her 
commands, and departed. on the morroiy, 


They were no ſooner informed that 
he was arrived in England, and that every 
thing was in a ſtate of preparation for their 
reception, than, by the aſſiſtance of an in- 
ferior, but confidential officer, belonging 
to the church of the convent, — the religi· 
ous lady, the widow, and the poor ſacri- 
ſtan eſcaped. together; — a very few hours 
were only neceſſary to get into a territory 
where no effectual purſuit could be made 
after them by the community ; and, in a 
very few weeks, they ſafely arrived in this 
wy 1 they all expected to find the 
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certain aſylum of honour and happineſs. 


the reſt of their days. 


« Mr. c ——, who, in the violence 


of his paſſion, propoſed and promiſed mar- 
riage to Leonora, as the immediate conſe- 
quence of her flight, - and who ſpoke the 
honeſt language of his heart when he made 
the propoſition, —had, on his return to 
England, experienced a very conſiderable 
change in his ſentiments, with reſpect fo 
the matrimonial part of the engagement. 


He ftill continued to love Leonora with 


the moſt ardent paſſion; but though he 


was independent of his mother, and of all 


mankind, he began to feel the imprudence 
of ſuch a connection as he had made,—the 
certain rupture the final concluſion of it 


would make between him and his family, 


and the natural ſuſpicion with which the eye 
of the world would regard Leonora, under 
all the circumſtances of her ſituation, even 
when ſhe was aero his wife. 


« Before 
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Before her arrival, therefore, he began 
to weigh in his mind the unpleaſant conſe- 
quences of family diſcord, — the afflicting, 
if not fatal diſappointment of his mother, 
at ſuch a marriage as he meditated, and the 
diſgrace he might ſuffer throughout his 
life, as well as his children, even from 
the innocent, but ſuſpicious conduct of 
the fair fugitive, to whom he had engaged 


himſelf; — at the ſame time he could not 


but reflect that his declarations, entreaties, 
and moſt ſolemn promiſes, had prevailed 
on this confiding woman to riſk every 
thing for his ſake.— In ſhort, he was in 
this ſtate of continual and painful agi 
tation, from the oppoſite and diſtracting 
influence of honour, intereſt and paſſion, 
when he was informed, by a letter from 
Leonora, that ſhe was arrived at Dover, 
and waited with extreme impatience to be 
conducted to him. 


« An Italian, whoſe former profeſſion 
had been that of a prieſt,--and who had 
5 5 55 
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ſor ſome years followed the more profi- 
table trade of picture-dealing ;—a man of 
infinite art, addreſs, and choice wicked- 
neſs who had gained the confidence and 
friendſhip of Mr. C—, was employed 
to attend Leonora to her reſidence in this 
metropolis. — The amiable ambaſſador, 
who had not only been entruſted with the 
whole of the buſineſs, but of Mr. C——'s 
ſcruples on the occaſion, —contrived to put 
an end to them at once,—by adding a 
little premature jealouſy to the reſt of his 


unpleaſant feelings on the ſubje& of the 
lovely Leonora. 


% 
© I know my countrywomen well,” ſaid 


the infidious Italian, and my regard for 
your character in the world, and the 
© comforts of your future life, makes me 
* ſhudder at the idea of your marrying a 
© runaway girl from a convent. — Sup= 
* poling her even to be a paragon of virtue, 
* who will be found ſo unſuſpicious as to 
© give any credit to the chaſtity of her 

| character, 
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character, under the circumſtances. of 
© her connexion. with you.—Beſides, if it 
were poſſible that ſuch a marriage could 
* beſo explained to the world as not to 
digrace you in the opinion of the better 
part of mankind, —let me aſk you what 
dependence you can have on the future 
_ © fidelity of a woman, whoſe paſſions the 
© moſt ſacred oaths could not controul?— 
When ſhe has broken the ſtrongeſt poſ- 
'* ſible engagements - that can be made, 
before the altars of her 'own church, and 
© under the moſt awful ſanctions of her 
© own religion, what reliance can you 
have upon any engagement ſhe may 
make under any ceremony or reſtriction 
© which. can be propoſed by laws, anda 
© religion to which ſhe is a ſtranger, if ſhe 
© finds a temptation, from paſſion, vanity, 
© of Caprice, to break it. 


6 This laſt idea, ſo wounding to a ſem 
üble and delicate mind, had a more power- 


ful effect than all the other ſuggeſtions on 


wn, 
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Mr. C———'s wavering mind ;—and on 
the Italian's undertaking, as a matter of 
very eaſy arrangement, to perſuade Leo- 
nora to be fatisfied with a connexion that 
did not require the nuptial benediction.— 
Mr. C immediately diſpatched him 
to conduct her to the houſe I have already 
pointed out to you, —and which was ele- 
gantly prepared for her reception. 


« This gentleman, I muſt inform you, 
notwithſtanding his conduct at preſent 
wears rather an unfavourable appearance. — 
was a character whoſe honour would have 
triumphed over his paſſion, if he had been 
ſo fortunate, as, in this particular criſis, 
to have conſulted an honourable man. — 
He had himſelf, more than once, formed 
the plan of meeting Leonora, — telling her 
all the circumſtances of his fituation, with- 
out reſerve, —preſenting her a ſettlement, 
which would afford her and her compani- 
ons a very comfortable proviſion during 
their lives, —and then to take his leave, 

: and. 
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and ſee her no more. In purſuing ſuck 
a determination, he would have acted in 
a manner that could have left no reproach 
behind, either in his own mind, or the 
opinion of the world; but, moſt unhap- 
pily for all concerned in this melancholy 
adventure, —he had placed his confidence 
in a villain, who laughed ar his ſcruples,— 
inflamed his paſſions, and promiſed an 
eaſy gratification of them. 


ec Leonora, however, was a woman of 
a ſuperior mind, and whoſe affections, ar- 
dent as they were, had never fwerved 
for a moment from the paths of inflexible 
honour ;—and though the high-wrought 
artifice with which ſhe was ſurrounded,— 
the novelty of her ſituation, —the continual 
amuſements in which ſhe was engaged, to 
diſſipate her attention, and the ſpecious 
excuſes which were made, to ſilence any 
riſing apprehenſion, — operated, for ſeveral 
weeks to preſerve her tranquillity, —ſhe at 
length diſcovered, by ſo common an ac- 
| cident 
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cident as overhearing a converſation at the 
opera, in her own language, that ſhe was 
generally conſidered as the miſtreſs of Mr. 
C She could ſcarce believe her 
ſenſes when ſhe heard the ſuggeſtion ;— 
but ſhe was aſtoniſhed with the truth of it, 
when, on applying by letter to him on the 
ſubject, that very night, — ſhe, received, 
the following morning, an unequivocal 
propoſition to adopt the diſgraceful ſitu- 
ation. , 


&« Fer conduct on this occaſion was the 
reſult of a great mind. The pride of her 
birth would have made her ſuffer death 
rather than ſubnut to that ſpecies of in- 
famy which was propoſed to her; —but 
that ſentiment alone could not have pro- 
diced the real magnanimity with which 
ſhe ſuſtained herſelf in the trying circum- 
ſtances that ſurrounded her. | 


« Leonora had been laviſhly ſupplied 
with money for her journey from Italy,— 
| as 
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as well as for her expences in London; — 
and Mr. C——, with all the attention 
ef a delicate mind, had contrived that ſhe 
ſhould have a letter of credit, to a con- 
fiderable amount, on an eminent Leghorn 
merchant in the city, who was totally ig · 
norant of the original ſource from whence 
it came, — or of the real circumſtances of 
the fair fugitive for whom it was provided, 
— The widow lady who had accompanied 
Leonora, from the preſents ſhe had re- 
ceived, and the ſale of ſome jewels ſhe had 
= brought with her, had no inconſiderable 
= _ depoſit in the ſame hands, and was now 
is determined to ſupport the future reſolu- 
| tions, and ſhare the fate of her unhappy 
friend, whom ſhe had helped ro ſeduce 
into her preſent afflicting ſituation, —— 
Leonora, therefore, was not in a ſtate of 
pecuniary dependence, which would have 
rendered her incapable of the deſign ſhe 
projected, and was determined to accom- 
pliſn.— This was no leſs than to return 


immediately to Italy,. —to preſent herſelf 
5 for 
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for re-· admiſſion at the gate of the convent 


fom which ſhe had fled, and court the 
puniſhment, and practiſe the penitence ne- 
ceſſary to re- eſtabliſn her ſituation in that 


aſylum from the deceit of man, and the 


miſeries of the world. 


« In a few hours after ſhe had received 


Mr. C- s laſt letter, this fpirit-d 


woman waited upon the Italian merchant, 


and, after having engaged his ſecrecy, in- 
formed him of the particular nature of her 
fituation ;—concluding the communica- 
tion with an account of the reſolution ſhe 
had formed, and a moſt urgent requeſt of 
his aſſiſtance to enable her to put it into 
mmediate execution. 5 


« Mr. I. 
the integrity of commercial life with thoſe 
benevolent ſentiments, and liberal princi- 
ples, that would do honour to any ſtation. 
This gentleman, therefore, did not heſi- 
tate 


is a man who combines 
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tate an inſtant to approve her general de- 
termination, and promiſed to forward it 
in the moſt effetual manner, —on condi- 
tion that ſhe ſhould remain in ſome ſecure 
place of retreat, till he had tried whether 
it was not poſſible, by his intereſt among 
the Italian miniſters at this court, with all 
of whom he is more or leſs connected,— 
to procure her an admiſſion into ſome reli. 
gious community, where ſhe might enter 
without that. apprehenſion of ſevere diſci- 
pline, and laſting ſuſpicion, which would 
be the inevitable conſequence of her re. 
turn to the convent from whence ſhe had 
made her eſcape.—He alſo, with his cha- 
racteriſtic benevolence, undertook to pro- 
vide for the poor old ſacriſtan, during the 
remainder of his life, —and ſolemnly en- 
gaged to keep the whole of the bufinels an 
abſolute ſecret from Mr. C———;, till it 
' would be no longer in his power to occa- 
ſon any obſtructions to the final comple- 


tion of it. 8 


With 


ch 


IN ENGLAND. 2065 


«© With ſuch friendly, zealous, and 


powerful aid, Leonora found no difficulty 


in putting the more immediate part of her 


| plan into inſtant execution. — The follow- 


ing day ſhe quitted London for ever, and 
in a very ſhort time was out of the poſſi- 
ble reach of any perſecuting enquiry.— | 
Previous to her departure ſhe wrote a fare- 
wel letter to Mr. C——, which was not 
tranſmitted to him till ſome days after- 
wards ;—and as he left town immediately 
on ſending his laſt propoſition to her, he 
did not receive her affecting valediction 
till near a week after it was written. 


e This letter was dictated in the lan- 
guage, and contained the ſentiments of 
ſuperior virtue. — It conveyed nothing 
like diſappointed paſſion, or female up- 
braiding.— The characters were not blot- 
ted with tears, - nor did the hand that 
wrote it appear to have trembled in per- 
forming its office. It bore the form of 
being ſent for no other purpoſe but to 

Vol., V. N +. na 
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implore, in the moſt urgent manner, that 


he would not perſecute her by any attempt 


to diſcover her retreat; — and to aſſure 


him, with the moſt ſolemn imprecations, 


that if he ſhould again intrude upon her 
preſence, ſhe was prepared to die 1n his 


/ 


« This anſwer from Leonora,—ſo dif- 
ferent from what he had deceived himſelf 


into the expectation of - receiving,—and 


written in a manner ſo wounding to his 


honour, and fo affecting to his heart,— 


awakened him at once to a true ſenſe of 


his conduct. Every low and ſenſual paſ- 


ſion died within him,—and his whole foul 


plowed with the deſire to make the repara- 


tion that became his honour, and he 
haſtened to perform it; but Leonora was 
fled ;—all his endeavours to diſcover the 


place of her retreat were fruitleſs ;- -and 


from the language of her letter, and ſeve- 


ral corroborating circumſtances, his alarms 
looked to the worſt that could happen: 


- and 


n 
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and he was at length convinced that, ac- 
tuated by her deſpair, ſhe had put an end 
to her exiſtence. — This circumſtance had 
ſuch a violent effect upon his mind, that 
he determined to avenge her, by putting 
an end to his own. - He therefore armed 


himſelf for the deadly purpoſe, - went to 


the houſe where ſhe lived, and, after 


having written a letter to his mother, with 
the ſame pen, as it appeared, which Leo- 


nora had employed in her laſt epiſtle to 


him, —he diſcharged the fatal piſtol, — 
and fell lifeleſs on the bed where Leonora 


had ſo aften, and ſo vainly dreamed of the 


happineſs ſhe hoped to enjoy with him.” 


“And under the ſatne circumſtances, 
exclaimed Don Cleofas, © however un- 


philoſophical or criminal it might have 


been, I'ſhould have completed the buſi - 


neſs in the ſame manner.—Philoſophy is 
a fine thing, — and patience is an admi- 
rable virtue, — but men ſometimes find 


themſelves in ſuch ſudden and unexpected 
N2 poſitions 
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poſitions of miſery, that neither of them 
have power to act, and are overwhelmed 
in the irreſiſtible eddy of contending paſ- 
fons, —Indeed this event before us, LI 
conſidered in a general view of it, I con- 
template with horror, fills me with the 
ſincereſt compaſſion, when I conſider it as 
procceding from a predominant ſenſe of 
honour, and the ſacrifice of a virtuous re- 
morſe, —Beſides, I have my apprehenſion 
alſo, that your ſtory will not finiſh with- 
out another death ;—and that the lovely, 
faithful, and ever to be lamented Leonora, 
will pine away in grief and diſappoint 
ment. I look for a broken heart to com- 
plaete the cataſtrophe.” 


« Your expectations, anſwered Aſmo- 
deus, © will be pleaſingly diſappointed ;— 
that woman will maintain a greatneſs of 
mind chat will enable her not only to bear, 
but to ſurmount the difficulties of her ſitu- 
ation.—Indeed the whole of her conduct, 


when it comes to be developed, as it mult 
ſhortly 
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ſhortly be, will have ſuch an effect on the 
minds even of Mr. C —'$ relations, 
that they will intereſt themſelves, with the 


moſt affectionate zeal, in her future wel- 


fare; —and, by their friendſhip, ſhe will 
be eſtabliſhed in a ſitugtion where, igno- 
rant of her unhappy lover's fate, ſhe will 
live, and cloſe her life in privacy and 
peace, 


« I ſee your countenance brigkten into 
ſatisfaction at the manner in which I have 


cloſed Leonora's hiſtory ;—and it almoſt 


grieves me that I mult ſo ſoon introduce 
you to another ſcene of diſtreſs, by direct- 
ing your immediate attention to the lower 
room of a large white houſe, with ſome 
flowering ſhrubs on a platform before it: 
there you will ſce a lady in the arms of her 


female ſervants, and a gentleman alter- 


nately pay ing attention to her diſtreſs, and 
beſtriding the room in agony and tears. — 


They are both in a ſtate of grief that al- 


moſt borders on diſtraction, at the loſs of 
55 an 


3 
PP. 


ih = JAR 7. 1 — 
+ 228 * * 4 * 1 * * eh 5 228 1 a „. —_— E _ 22 
ö = of of © bf TF An Cat I. = Wade og 2 71 > * 
Ro.” * 4 = 3 ” EO PSs Fd 12 4 
A. 7 — * % * be M4 5 
o ,- , 1 o 0 * 8 2225 4 » <4 C 8 7 & IR. 2 NY © 5 = 2 5» 7 
ene Xa. M” "LS - > 4 * F - 1 


— 


r J 


2 lt 5 wo ONS © 
a2 2 * 
' ll 1 n 8 
., 3 > 
ac 


20 -DEVIL UPON TWO sTIeks 


an only daughter, a beautiful little girl of 
nine years, who unhappily caught a fe. 
ver, by dancing too much at a ball, which 
laſt night put an end to her life. — The 
arrival of ſome of the preliminaries of her 
Interment, has renewed the paroxyſing of 
ſorrow which you now contemplate,” 


Did I miſconceive you, my good 
friend,” demanded the Count, © or is it 
the cuſtom of this enlightened nation to 
admit children, at ſuch an early period, 
into the participation of their elegant 

Pleaſures * 


Not abſolutely ſo, replied the De- 
mon, but it is become a faſhion among 
perſons in the great world, to give what 
are called children's balls; — or rather, to 
ſuffer their children to give them to each 
other. To theſe feſtive meetings the 
young people of the different circles, from 
the age of ſeven to fourteen years, are re- 
ciprocally invited; — where they dance, 

ſup, 
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ſup, ſit up to a late hour, and rehearſe the 


parts they are hereafter to act on the ſtage 


of faſhionable life. This cuſtom is conſi- 
dered as of ſo much importance to the 


views of our fraternity, that the infernal 


divan have very lately commiſſioned a ſpi- 
rit to ſuperintend and promote it. 


«© Theſe parties, you muſt perceive, are 
finely calculated to diſpoſe the female mind, 


—for the children of the other ſex, whoſe 


mode of education takes them from home, 


are, at leaſt, out of this ſcrape, —to an 


carly love of dreſs, pleaſure, and diſſipa- 
tion, which even, when acquired in a more 
advanced ſtate, affords the beſt prepara- 
tion to folly and depravity.— The next 


generation, believe me, will feel all the 


beneficial effects which can reſult from 
ſuch a practice. — But I ſhall defer any 


further explanations on this buſineſs, till 


have the honour of introducing you to 
one of thoſe intereſting little aſſemblies.” 


END OF VOL. V. 
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